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SPEAKERS FOR THE LBBS ANNUAL MEETING, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019
BLACK BAYOU WELCOME CENTER, MONROE, LA
9:30 A.M. to 1 :00 P.M.

Tom Allen, Oak Ridge, LA is our keynote
speaker for our annual meeting. Tom has
served our Board for many years. He was
selected LBBS Bluebirder of The Year in
2012. He also had a goal to make his
hometown of Oak Ridge into a bluebird
town. He enlisted residents to let him put up
nestboxes and guards in their yards and he
monitored them. His story of his encounter
with the dreaded House Sparrows is
something you don’t want to miss! You will
gain much
useful information about
predator control and how to establish a
bluebird trail or take care of your backyard
nestbox.
We are excited to have Kevin Cowin,
Denver, CO, 1st Vice President of the
North American Bluebird Society, as
speaker for the LBBS annual meeting. He
works with the Affiliates Committee of
NABS. Louisiana is so lucky to be
assigned to him. He became involved
with the Denver Audubon when it took
on the Colorado Bluebird Project. He is
one of the three volunteers who monitor
the 44 nestbox trail south of Denver. He
currently serves as the V/P. for Affiliates
Affairs for NABS. He has helped reenergize NABS’ relationship with the
60+ Affiliates across North America!
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We have another nesting season in the
books! I hope this year’s season was
happy and successful for all. I’m looking
forward to hearing all about your successes
at our Annual Meeting Saturday,
September 21st, at Black Bayou NWR. If
you’ve kept records through the year,
please forward it to us!
We’ve got an exciting meeting planned.
After we get our annual business meeting
out of the way, we will be welcoming Tom
Allen to share his Bluebird story with us.
Tom has been a dedicated birder for years,
and a long-time member of LBBS. His
Bluebird Story is inspiring.
Also, we will have a special guest,
Kevin Cowin, 1st Vice-President of the
North American Bluebird Society with us
as well. It will be great to catch up on
what’s going on with NABS and other
organizations around the country. I’m sure
he’ll have a lot of great information to
share with us.
I’m getting excited about our meeting!
It’s shaping up to be a lot of fun, and then
there’s the opportunity to spend a little
time at Black Bayou NWR. I’m always
glad for a good excuse to go to Black
Bayou! I hope to see you there. It
promises to be a great day!
A special thanks to the members that
have committed to serve as officers and
board members for another term! We
cannot do business unless we have these
people! Please consider helping us so we
can continue as LBBS!
Happy Birding!
Sheryl
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Sheryl Bassi, Oak Ridge
1st V/P: Emily Winners, Lecompte
2nd V/P: Marilynn Lewis, Monroe
Sec/Treas: Joan Brown, Rayville
Recording Secretary/Public Relations:
Evelyn Cooper, Delhi
Historian: Pauline Humphries, Lecompte
BOARD MEMBERS
Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge
Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin
Tom Allen, Oak Ridge
Hill Kemp, Many
Margaret Kemp, Many
John Tidwell, Monroe
Randy Martin, Many
Alton Puckett, Lake Charles
Dorothy Thrasher, Angel Fire, NM
Carolyn Martin, Many
Shirl Cook, Luling
OBSERVERS ON THE Board
Becky Garza, Ruston
www.labayoubluebird society.org
Pre-register for our main door prize
which is a nice nestbox camera by
contacting emcooper@hughes.net or 318
-878-3210. There is no registration fee.
By registering early, it helps to give us
some info of the numbers attending. You
can also register at the meeting for it and
all the prizes! Please make an effort to
attend our meeting. They only happen
once a year and it would be so nice to see
a LARGE group of Louisiana
Bluebirders!!!

Pictured above is the lovely Welcome Center at Black Bayou Wildlife Refuge where
our LBBS meeting is being held.
Photo at left: Pictured at
the 2017 Annual Meeting
at Black Bayou Welcome
Center are Bernard and
Anita Duchesne, Delhi,
LA signing in. Bro.
Bernard was our keynote
speaker. They are LBBS
members. Note the inside
of the building is as
lovely as the outside and
a wonderful place for a
bluebird meeting!!! Come
and bring friends with
you!
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Eastern Bluebird Feeds Frogs To Young
Stan Tekieta

Every now and the, I come across
something in nature that really grabs my
attention. I have been concentrating on
photographing birds feeding their young
while the chicks are still in the nest. I have
spent countless hours waiting (covered in
camouflage and hiding so as to not disturb
the family and also to catch natural behavior)
at several nests.
While working with one of my favorite
species of bird, the Eastern Bluebird, I
photographed something very unusual. For
days I watched as both bluebird parents came
to the nest cavity with all sorts of insects—
crickets, katydids, caterpillars of many
species of moth and butterfly, spiders, and
much more. Each trip the parents stuffed the
insects, large and small into the gaping
mouths of their hungry nestlings. Nothing
too unusual here.
Then one afternoon I saw the adult male
bring in something fairly large. I wasn’t able
to see at first what it was. As the male
bluebird entered the nest cavity, I took series
of pictures and he departed to gather up more
food. I didn’t think much of it. Just another
mouthful of protein-rich, six legged
goodness, I thought.
Shortly afterwards the male bluebird
came in again carrying another large food
item. Again he entered the nestbox to feed
his youngsters and again I took a series of 8
to 10 images. Off he went again in search of
more food. By the way, a male bluebird does
most of the feeding of their young. Females
also feed their babies but only at a rate of
about half of that of the male.

I quickly removed the flash card from
my camera and placed it into my
computer to take a quick look at the
images and make sure my focus was
accurate and exposure was correct. To
my astonishment, there on my laptop
screen was the male bluebird feeding
adult Western Chorus Frog (Psedacris
triseriata) to his babies. Not just once but
twice in less than two hours.
As I sat there my jaw hanging open,
many things raced through my head.
This means that the male bluebird had to
first find the frogs. If you have ever tried
to find Western Chorus Frogs deep in the
grass, you will know what I mean. They
are small frogs that don’t move around a
lot during the day and they blend into the
surroundings so well that I have been
within two feet of them and still couldn’t
see them.
So after locating the frog the bluebird
needed to catch it, another difficult
prospect, and then dispatch it. Larger
birds would have much trouble killing a
frog of this size but frankly the Easter
Bluebird is not well equipped for such a
task. I have watched bluebirds kill
caterpillars and large insects thousands of
times. They simply whack the prey item
against a branch until dead. Somehow I
had trouble imagining these sweet
bluebirds beating the stuffing out of this
frog, but apparently it did because here it
was and the frog was not kicking.
My mind then jumped to wondering
about how the baby bird’s digestive
Con’t on page 5
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Con’t from page 4
Eastern Bluebird Feeds Frog To Young
system was going to handle the bones of
the frog. Most birds of prey such as
hawks for instance are unable to digest
bones of the animals they eat. They
regurgitate the undigested bones several
hours after eating. As far as I know
regurgitating is not something that
bluebirds do.
Later after returning to my office I did
some research on line and in my
expansive library of natural history books.
The only documentation I could come up
with was some reports of bluebirds
feeding their young frogs and salamanders
back in the 1940s. This would have been
before the nationwide population decline
of the Eastern Bluebird.
So this experience proves the point that
just about the time I think I know
something about Nature, she throws me a
curve ball. In this case it was a curve ball
in a frog’s skin. And this is why I love
being a naturalist and wildlife
photographer.
Until next time…...

“Bluebird” Journal of the North
American Bluebird Society, Summer
2009, Vol. 31. No. 3

Incoming LBBS Slate of
Officers
and Board Members 2019—
2021
Officers:
President: Sheryl Bassi, Oak Ridge
1st V/P: Emily Winners, Lecompte
2nd V/P: Marilynn Lewis,
Choudrant
Sec/Treas: John Tidwell, Monroe
Recording Sec: Evelyn Cooper,
Delhi
Board Members:
Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin
Shirl Cook, Luling
Hill Kemp, Many

WELCOME NEW LBBS
MEMBERS
Tanner & Brittany Sutton, Delhi
Vivian Magee, Ruston
Ralph Dickerson, Choudrant
Article used with permission from
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Myths About Bluebirds and Reasons They Do Not Nest Successfully
By Lance Krog (Re-Printed from BBRP Bluebird News, July 2007)
1. Bluebirds were on the brink of extinction but have now recovered and do no need
your help anymore. FALSE.
2.By 1970, the bluebird population had declined significantly (some estimate up to
decrease) because of lack of habitat and nesting cavities, competition from non-native
species such as house sparrows and starlings, and increased pesticide use while the
bluebird population has increased significantly since 1980 due to conservation efforts, the
reasons which initially caused the decline have not gone away. Non-native house
sparrows and starlings continue to compete for nesting locations (as do native tree
swallows and house wrens). Housing developments continue to replace prime bluebird
habitat. Removal of dead trees and wood fence posts continue to decrease the availability
of natural nesting cavities. Without the help of people like you, the bluebird will continue
to face difficulty surviving and nesting successfully.
2. Bluebirds live in trees. Bluebirds used to nest in natural cavities in dead trees and
fence posts. So, bluebird boxes should be mounted on trees or fence posts. FALSE
The bluebird is an inhabitant of the open prairie. Nest boxes mounted on trees are much
more likely to attract other birds than they are to attract bluebirds. While bluebirds did
once nest in natural cavities in trees and fence posts, these locations have become unsafe
due to predation by raccoons, and competition from non-native species. Bluebird nest
boxes must be mounted on safe predator-proof poles in open grassy areas away from
brush and multiple trees.
3. I can put up a nest box and forget about it. That's the natural way of things and
whatever happens is what's meant to be. FALSE
Bluebird nest boxes must be monitored at least once weekly to check on progress and to
control house sparrows, mice, ants, blow flies, wasps, and to remove un-hatched eggs and
dead chicks. Monitoring also includes keeping the box itself in good repair by sealing or
replacing cracked or broken parts.
4. The parents will abandon their nest it you open the nest box and touch the eggs or
chicks, FALSE
Touching the eggs and chicks will not cause the birds to leave. This is an old fallacy
which was probably told to children by their mother to keep them from harassing nesting
birds. Bluebirds are very tolerant of human presence and extremely loyal to their nest,
eggs, and young.
5. Bluebirds will remove old nests from the nest box so it's not necessary to clean
them out. Cleaning them out at the end of the season is sufficient. FALSE
Bluebirds will not typically clean out an old nest and do not excavate their own cavity.
while they may build a new nest on top of an existing one. This promotes disease and
parasite infestation and my increase the likelihood that a predator will be able to r each
inside to grab eggs and chicks that are closer to the entrance hole. Dirty nests attract ants.
Bluebird boxes should be cleaned out as soon as the young have fledged to allow a clean
and healthy home for the second nesting.
Con’t on page 6
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6. I never had problems with predators in the past so it's not likely that I will in the
future. FALSE
It may take time for a bluebird trail to be discovered by raccoons. cats, and other predators.
But once they discover an easy meal, they will continue coming to dinner. All it takes is
one raccoon to discover the trail and an entire season of bluebird chicks and eggs (and
possibly nesting adults too) may be destroyed. Always install bluebird nest boxes on
predator resistant smooth metal poles which are sanded and waxed at least once annually,
or use pole baffles/guards to prevent predators from gaining access to the nest.
7, Any nest box that says "Bluebird" on it will be adequate. FALSE
There are many types of nest boxes sold every year with the name Bluebird on them. Many
of them are entirely inadequate as they cannot be opened for monitoring, can only be
opened by removing the floor, are assembled with staples and/or low-quality products, or
do not contain appropriate interior dimensions or entrance holes. BBRP recommends the
following 5 nest box styles: Gilbertson PVC' Peterson, Modified Gilwood, Troyer, and
NABS. These 5 styles have been used and tested {or a number of years and contain the
features which allow for proper monitoring and make for the greatest nesting success.
8. We should not mess with nature. House sparrows are birds too and if they nest in
bluebird houses, we should leave them
alone. FALSE
House sparrows are probably the #1 enemy of bluebirds. They are invasive, non-native
species (so nature has already been messed with) which destroys bluebird eggs, and will
kill chicks and adult bluebirds. House sparrows are not protected by federal law. House
Sparrow nests, eggs, chicks, and adults must be removed and destroyed to provide safety
for the bluebird. lt is better to have no box at all than to allow house sparrows to reproduce
in them.
9. If I don't get bluebirds the first year, I never will and should give up -OR - it's too
late in the season to install a nest box because they’ve already started nesting. FALSE
Patience is virtue and definitely applies to bluebirding. Do not be discourage if bluebirds
do not choose your nest box the first year or even for the first nesting of the year. Nest
boxes which are not occupied for the first nesting may be used for the second brood. It is
never too late to install a nest box. Even if it is not used this season, migrating birds may
see and remember it in the fall. Bluebirds which nest unsuccessfully in one location may
leave to find a new home before nesting again. If you use appropriate box styles and have
them set in the correct habitat, the bluebirds will eventually come.
10. House wrens and bluebirds are compatible and will peacefully nest side by side.
FALSE House wrens typically inhabit areas with high tree coverage or dense brush.
Bluebirds are residents of the open prairie. Occasionally their habitats will overlap, Male
house wrens are territorial and search out every available nesting site within their range.
The male claims the site as his by placing several sticks inside. Later the female will select
one of these cavities in which to make her nest. While the male is claiming all available
cavities as he will destroy and remove the eggs of other birds which have already taken up
occupancy. For the safety of the bluebird, do not place their nest boxes in wren habitat and
do not attempt to attract both house wrens and bluebirds. If you enjoy attracting house
wrens, it is best to focus on just them and allow the bluebirds to safely nest elsewhere.
7

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232
An organization devoted to conservation of all native cavity-nesting birds
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
(This form may be copied and distributed
($20.00 for family membership, plus $15.00 shipping gives one year membership with free
nestbox,
total $35.00)
NAME_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP COD________________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:________________________________________________
{ } New Membership

{ } Renewal

__________Individual

$ 10.00

_________Family

$ 20.00

_________Lifetime

$250.00

_________Organization

$ 25.00

________Small Business

$ 25.00

________Corporation

$100.00

_________Donation

$_______

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued unless
specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a matching gifts
program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information concerning matching
gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are tax
deductible as allowed by law.

