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Photo by: Evelyn Cooper
This is one of the many sights that make me smile when monitoring my trail. All five
eggs hatched and it is obvious they are healthy and have big appetites. I have two active
bluebird boxes in my yard along with one that is usually occupied by Carolina
Chickadees. The parents take the banquet mix to the babies and they do it more during
cold rainy spells. When warmer days come, they cut the visits to the banquet mix and
chase after their favorite meals, the grasshoppers and crickets.
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First, some sad news: Randy Martin, a
long-time member of LBBS and a serving
member of the Board of Directors, is no
longer with us.
Please join me in
expressing our sorrow for his loss and our
prayers and condolences to his wife,
Carolyn and family. We will miss him
greatly.
I hope that all of our members have
come through the spring storms in good
shape. We’ve had a great deal of rain here
in the swamp, and several close calls.
Thankfully, no damage here, but neighbors
a few miles away have not been as lucky. I
hope that our members from the Ruston
area are safe and sound with minimal
losses to the deadly tornado that passed
through their area. Hopefully, the worst is
behind us now that summer is on the
horizon.
I am pleased to announce our Annual
Meeting is set for Saturday September 21,
2019 at Black Bayou National Wildlife
Refuge Welcome Center in Monroe, LA.
The social hour begins at 9:30 A.M. with
the business meeting commencing at
10:00A.M. Tom Allen of Oak Ridge will
be speaking to us about his trail there and
how he overcame his predator problem, the
House Sparrow. We are so happy to
welcome Kevin Corwin, Denver, Col., 1st
V/P of the North American Bluebird
Society to be with us. He will be speaking
about the NABS and Affiliates’
relationship.
All the high water is playing havoc with
Con’t on page
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LBBS ANNUAL MEETING 2019
Place: Black Bayou Welcome Center
Monroe, Louisiana
Time: 9:30 A.M to 1:-00 P.M.
Speakers:
Tom Allen, Oak Ridge, LA
Kevin Corwin, Denver, Col. 1st Vice
President of North American Bluebird
Society
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Protecting Bluebirds From Buffalo Gnats
By: Lee Daniels

Hot Springs Village was formed in 1970
as a gated, heavily wooded community in
central Arkansas. Initially it had one golf
course with associated building lots. In 1974
a group of about 20 residents heard about the
rapid decline of bluebirds in the united
States.
They decided to form a new
Audubon Chapter in Hot Springs Village
dedicated to protecting bluebirds and helping
to reverse their decline. They installed 20
bluebird boxes on their golf course and begin
weekly monitoring. Their program proved to
be very successful
Hot Springs Village (HSV) and its
bluebird program have both grown
tremendously ever since. HSV is now the
largest gated community in area in the U.S.
It includes about 26,000 acres., 12 lakes, 20
miles of hiking trails, and nine golf courses
with about 15,000 residents.
Our bluebird monitoring program has
grown to 300 nestboxes on nine golf courses.
Our 42 monitors check each box weekly
from April through August and record their
findings. An annual report is published in
October.
Fledglings in our best years
reached 1400 bluebirds and 400 other birds,
mainly Brown-headed Nuthatches and
chickadees.
Our years of increasing success were
rudely interrupted in 2008 when 275 deaths
of baby bluebirds occurred in a six-week
period beginning about mid-April. This was
unprecedented in our years of bluebird
monitoring. The babies were all found in
undisturbed nests with no signs of typical
predator attacks. Weather was reviewed and
ruled out as a cause. Chemical use on the

golf courses was examined. It was
determined that our courses use no
insecticides and had not changed the
dosage of fungicides and herbicides from
previous years.
Karen Rowe of Arkansas Game and
Fist Department sent several of our
frozen dead babies to the National
Wildlife Lab in Wisconsin for analysis.
The lab determined that buffalo gnats
caused the deaths, Buffalo gnats are
small, biting black flies that can swarm
and attack birds, animals, and humans.
They are commonly found in central
states all the way north to Canada. They
are reportedly worse than mosquitoes on
northern lakes in Minnesota. Their bites
can poison baby birds.
Swarms of the gnats have bee known
to suffocate animals such as horses, cattle
and deer. Farmers in southern Arkansas
sometimes have to use smoke bombs to
protect their livestock. DEET and other
common insecticides are not effective on
buffalo gnats. The gnats hatch in flowing
water. Fortunately, they die in 30 days
and can’t return until the following
spring. Unfortunately, the life of the
buffalo gnats coincides with the peak of
bluebird nesting season in our area.
In the spring of 2009, we had 175
more deaths of baby bluebirds. The
Wildlife Lab in Wisconsin confirmed that
buffalo gnats were again the cause of the
deaths. We still had not found any
recommendations on insecticides or
repellants that would be effective on the
Con’t on page 4
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Con’t from page 3
gnats.
Our research, mainly on the
internet, continued and eventually found a
report that said pure cooking vanilla was
effective in repelling buffalo gnats.
When the gnats appeared again in April
2010, we were ready. Our monitors began
applying vanilla twice a week to the
outside of all nestboxes containing baby
birds. Applying it around all openings in
our wooden nestboxes was almost 100%
effective in keeping the gnats away. We
understand that the gnats are attracted by
the breath of the babies as it comes out of
the box. We had only five baby deaths
after the application of vanilla was started
on May 1. The effectiveness of vanilla
was further proven when 10 chickadee
babies died during May in untreated
nestboxes while bluebird babies in treated
houses on the same golf course all
fledged.
Our monitors did a great job in
successfully utilizing vanilla in 2010 and
will be ready to use it again in 2011 if the
buffalo gnats return. We will continue to
experiment with our application
procedures during any future use. Spray
bottle will be tested versus use of cotton
swabs. Once a week applications will be
tried on a limited basis. We will continue
using pure cooking vanilla; synthetic
vanilla is not recommended.
We strongly recommend the use of
pure cooking vanilla by anyone
experiencing buffalo gnat problems! We
also welcome hearing of other cases of
bluebird/buffalo gnat problems. We had
not heard of such problems before our
experience in the last three years.
Special thanks go to Karen Rowe of
the Arkansas Game and Fish Department
and the National Wildlife Lab in

Wisconsin for their tremendous help in
solving our buffalo gnat problem and
helping to protect our bluebirds.
Les Daniels became interested in
birding in 1993 after retiring from
Mobil Oil and moving to Hot Springs
Village, Arkansas with his wife,
Carolyn. He soon began helping with
the Village’s bluebird monitoring
activity. Les has been Chairman of its
Bluebird Committee for the past 12
years. Unfortunately, buffalo gnats did
return to the village this year for the
fourth year in a row, are under control
by our use of vanilla.
Les had an unusual experience in
August, 2010 when a pair of bluebirds
nested in the empty Wood Duck house
in his yard. They successfully fledged
five babies despite the hot August
afternoons. The 2010 total production
from the house was 24 Wood Duck
babies (two families) in the spring and
five bluebird babies in August.
Article use with permission from
“Bluebird” Journal of the North
American Bluebird Society, Summer
2011, Volume 33 No. 3.
Editor’s note.
I did an internet search for buffalo gnats
in Louisiana and our state along with
several other gulf states do have
problems with them. I only had the
problem one time in my 20 years of
monitoring. I found several clutches of
bluebirds dead after a long wet, rainy
spell. (and gnats flying around) If any
of you have ever have the problem, this
is absolutely the solution to stop the
horrible problem that can run rampant.
Just be on the lookout, especially in
weather like we have had this year.
Evelyn
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Picture above is the Ron Kingston Stovepipe Guard. A must for climbing predators!
Con’t on page 6
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The Ron Kingston Stovepipe Guard
By Evelyn Cooper
Picture on page 5 is the Ron Kingston
Stovepipe Guard. It is the most effective
guard to protect against most climbing
predators. People who live in the south
especially have to deal with many kinds of
climbing snakes. Snakes will occasionally
get past the guard, but many times it is
because the guard is placed closed to
something that a snake can climb and reach
out to the box and attach itself. For years, I
had one placed too close to a guy wire on a
pole and a snake finally figured out how to
climb the wire and attach itself to the box
(above the stovepipe guard) and got the
babies. I was driving down the road when I
saw some bluebirds and starlings divebombing the box. I stopped immediately
and found the snake in the box.
The ground was clean under box, no high
weeds or grasses and there was no holes in
the hardware cloth in the stovepipe guard,
so the snake had to have climbed the guy
wire. We moved the box and it never
happened again.
I absolutely cringe when people send
pictures to me of a nice nestbox and pole set
up and no guard on the pole. If you live out
in the country, the snakes will eventually
find them.
I also cringe when reading on some of
these bluebird forums that grease stops
snakes. On my first encounter with snakes
on my trail, my husband had thick
automotive grease in his shop that I used.
The snake crossed the insufficient guard we
had on the box and left a trail of grease up
the pole, on the entry hole and in the box.
Grease is for stopping ants and is a must in
all the tools that we use to protect our birds.
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This guard does a great job
protecting against Raccoon depredation.
I live in farming country and several of
my boxes border corn patches. Many
times, I have seen a Mama Coon taking
her babies in the corn patch passing my
nestboxes.
Cats are climbers, but they are
jumpers too. They can jump at least 6
feet high or higher. Nestboxes and
feeders need to be placed that high or
higher if you have cat problems stalking
them.
This last summer, bears were seen
going into the corn field just across the
road from my nestboxes. Apparently,
the corn held more appeal to the bears as
my boxes were not harmed. If they ever
get a taste of the contents in the boxes,
it is one major problem I would not wish
on anyone! No guard can stop the bear!
Instructions to make the stovepipe
guard is on page 5 of this newsletter.
You may know someone who has a
talent to do this. If you cannot construct
the stovepipe guard, they can be bought
on line at: www.duracraft.com./Bluebird
-House-with-Pole-Noel-Guard.

WELCOME NEW LBBS
MEMBER

Sydney Frederick
Natchitoches, Louisiana

Con’t from page 2
From The Perch
with my nesting season. I am having success with the nestbox in the front yard, but no
takers elsewhere. Standing water at the back of the property is making it unattractive for
nesting so far. Judging by the number of bluebirds hanging out in the yard, however, they
must be finding plenty of natural cavities to use. I hope everyone is having a great nesting
season in spite of our rotten weather of late.
As we move forward into summer and hotter temperatures, now is the time to ready your
tools for keeping nestboxes cooler into the last nesting cycles. Insulation of the roof, in the
form of Styrofoam or Solar Screening can keep the temps inside the nestbox several
degrees cooler. This helps to avoid heat stress and possible death to the nestlings. It works
even better if an air gap is left between the box roof and the insulating material. (I use a
couple of 10 inch pieces of 1 x 1 stock) Also, when you clean out the old nest after each
cycle, make sure to remove the old nesting material from the area to avoid attracting
predators. It’s a good idea to “soap” the inside roof again to prevent wasps, and to check
the bottoms of mounting poles for sufficient grease to stop the ants from climbing.
Routine maintenance will keep your nestbox “move-in” ready through the nesting season.
I’m looking forward to hearing all about your experiences at our meeting!
Wishing you all a great nesting season and a wonderful summer! See you in September1
Happy Birding
Sheryl

Presentation at Temple Baptist Church Ruston, LA by Sheryl Bassi left and Evelyn
Cooper, far right. Marilynn Lewis, center, set up the program for the seniors citizens.
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LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
C/O Joan Brown, Sec/Treas.
41 Hays Drive
Rayville, LA 71269
An organization devoted to conservation of all native cavity-nesting birds
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(This form may be copied and distributed
($20.00 for family membership, plus $15.00 shipping gives one year membership
with free nestbox,
total $35.00)
NAME:_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP
CODE:_________________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:________________________________________________
{ } New Membership

{ } Renewal

__________Individual

$10.00

_________Family

$20.00

_________Lifetime

$250.00

_________Organization

$25.00

_________Small Business

$25.00

_________Corporation
_________Donation

$100.00
$_______

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued
unless specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a
matching gifts program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information
concerning matching gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

