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Joan Brown of Start, La., was honored as the “2018 Blue birder of the Year” at the LBBS
Annual Meeting held at South Toledo Bend State Park, September 29, 2018. Joan is a
faithful member of LBBS and has served this organization in many ways. She currently
serves at the Secretary/Treasurer of LBBS and has been Key in identifying ways to keep
LBBS a viable non-profit organization. In addition to all the things she does as a key
officer of LBBS, Joan has also found the time to install and sponsor the Millie Hyde
Bluebird Trail at Black Bayou Wildlife Refuge, Monroe, La. She not only sponsored this
trail, she was completely involved in fabricating guards, installing nest boxes, and
monitoring the trail. She works with Nova Clarke, Ranger, at Black Bayou National
Wildlife Refuge to bring this project to fruition. This is in addition to fulfilling her duties
as Sec/Treas. of LBBS and giving presentations about Bluebirds and other native cavity
nesters!
Congratulations to the 2018 Blue birder of the Year: Joan Brown
1

Hello
To All,
anyone
that From The Perch
missed
the
Annual
Meeting:
you
missed
a
really
great
time!
South
By:
Toledo
P
a r k Bend
hand
ameeting
s State
a
wonderful
facility,
the
staff
was
helpful.
It
was
myso
first
visitI Sheryl Cooper Bassi
to
STBSP,
and
plan
to
go
back.
T
h
e
p
a
r
k
is
beautiful
and well
President
worth
taking
the
time
to
visit.
We
had
a
great
turn-out
o
f
f
a
i
t
h
f
u
l
mem
b
e
rs,
n
e
w
m
e m b became
e r some
s,
anew
nof
d
guests,
whom
members.
LBBS
can
always
count
on
the
get
tcontingent
h i n gMany,
s soMargaret,
dtoo nLA
eto! Photo By: David
Thanks
much
Sylvia,
and all the rest for Kinneer, VA

Hello, All!
To anyone that missed the Annual
Meeting: you missed a really great time!
South Toledo Bend State Park has a
wonderful meeting facility, and the staff
was so helpful. It was my first visit to
STBSP, and I plan to go back. The park is
beautiful and well worth taking the time to
visit. We had a great turn-out of faithful
members, new members, and guests, some
of whom became new members. LBBS
can always count on the Many, LA
contingent to get things done! Thanks so
much to Sylvia Kidder, Margaret Kemp,
and all the rest for making the 2018 Annual
Meeting so much fun.
We all enjoyed sharing information and
experiences with one another. With every
question raised, someone had an answer.
One of the highlights came while we were
discussing the plans for starting a new
LBBS sponsored trail at Cypress Bend
Resort along the golf course. By the time
the meeting ended, we had an update from
Sylvia Kidder and Margaret Kemp
(spearheading the movement, along with
Hill Kemp) on progress made: Cypress
Bend is fully on board. We also had
volunteers to donate materials, build nest
boxes, install nest boxes, and help monitor
the trail! The dedication of these LBBS
members amazes me! I really love it when
a plan comes together! This is especially
good news since the Dr. Shirl Brunell
Memorial Bluebird Trail at Hodges
Gardens is no longer open to the public
Con’t on page 7
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Welcome New LBBS Members!
Edith E. Holland, DeRidder, LA
Shalaine Warren, Ruston, LA
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LBBS ANNUAL MEETING
SOUTH TOLEDO BEND LAKE
SEPTEMBER 29, 2018

LBBS President, Sheryl Bassi presents the “Bluebirder of The Year” award to
Joan Brown, Rayville, LA. Joan serves as LBBS Sec/Treas. She is an
accomplished birder.

Sylvia Kidder and Margaret
Kemp, Many, give us an
excellent report on the year
ending progress of the Hodges
Gardens Bluebird Trail
monitored by LBBS members
and sponsored by LBBS
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Pictured above is Sylvia Kidder and Margaret Kemp, Many. Margaret and Sylvia are
sisters. They share the joy of taking care of our native cavity-nesting birds. I am
fortunate that I have family members that share this effort and joy with me also. I
encourage you to get family involved, it will make for wonderful memories!
Do Male and Female Bluebirds Respond Differently To Predators?
The instinct to defend a nest is a basic behavior that birds are born with (it is
sometimes said of this kind of behavior that it is “hard-wired”). Bird parents will risk
death to protect their eggs or young from a predator—this instinct allows them to
successfully pass their genes on to a subsequent generations.
Because passing along genes should be equally important to both parents, it would
seem that the mother and father would be equally committed to defending the nest.
But, a number of tests have shown that one parent defends the nest more vigorously
than the other. Since this had never been tested in bluebirds, the author of this sudy
decided to explore it.
They set up a blind 12 meters (about 40 feet) from a Mountain Bluebird nest with
nestlings (they did this with 17 different nestboxes) After the birds had settled down,
one researcher walked from the blind at the nestbox and placed either a stuffed bobcat
or a cardboard box of roughly the same size in front of the box.
Con’t on page 7
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Bluebirds And Pelletted Fertilizers
Karen Russell, Newburg , Oregon
I had some experiences last season that
have caused me to be concerned about the
possible danger of using pellet fertilizers in
areas where bluebird nestboxes are placed. I
wanted to share this information with banders,
monitors, and property owners.
In my experience, under certain
circumstances this fertilizer can result in the
death of bluebirds. In a previous season, adult
bluebirds were seen taking fertilizer pellets
into a nestbox, and presumably were feeding
them to nestlings.
The adult bluebirds
probably ate some pellets also. Later, all the
birds (adults and nestlings) were found dead in
the nestbox. My investigations found pelleted
material in their stomachs.
In 2010, on property with multiple active
bluebird nestboxes for 10 years, there were
unexplained deaths of nestlings and adults in
the nestboxes. This was not the pattern in the
numerous broods produced in other nestboxes
on my route in the same area. I talked to the
property owner, and he identified seeing
(kicking it as he walked) pelleted fertilizer. He
also described mowing shorter than usual, with
the pellets more visible.
Recalling the
previous incident and considering this unusual
pattern of deaths in multiple boxes on this
property, raised my suspicion about the birds’
mistaken use of the pellets as food items for
their brood and themselves.
If pellet fertilizers are used on yards,
gardens, crops, or other open areas, bluebirds
my mistake it for food or insects (grubs, etc.),
and feed their nestlings the pellets, as well as
eat pellets themselves. It could be fatal to all
of them-among other things, fertilizers and
weed killers contain a form of arsenic (arsenic
trioxide). The birds are especially vulnerable
during the spring when weather is poor, and
insects are not plentiful.

Pellet fertilizer must be watered well
immediately to dissolve it, or must be
worked into the soil so that it is not
visible to the birds. These practices are
precautions but could prevent deaths of
bluebirds. Pellet fertilizer use belongs on
the list of possible (and preventable) risks
to bluebird survival and nesting success
when investigating losses.
I suggest banders and monitors might
inquire if property owners use pellet
fertilizers, especially if there is an
unusual pattern of bluebird loss that is
not consistent with any other known
cause and not typical of the losses being
experienced elsewhere on your routes at
the same time. If they do use pellets, ask
about their method of application and
watering, or working it into the soil.
Explain your concerns for the bluebirds,
and then an appropriate decision can be
made as to whether nestboxes should be
relocated.
Property owners love and enjoy the
bluebirds as much as we volunteers do.
They are always willing to help in any
way they can. This is appreciated very
much by banders and monitors! We are
working together for the bluebirds’
continued recovery from adverse changes
in our environment by restoring their
nesting habitat. The rewards are so great
when we work together to enhance
bluebird success! Our project, property
owners, and volunteers are making a
difference!
Article used with permission from the
Journal of the North Bluebird Society.
Spring 2011
Volume 33, No. 2
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Brown-headed Nuthatch
The downside of living close to your
parents: the Brown-headed Nuthatch is a
cavity-nesting species found in pine
forests of the American Southeast.
Populations of the species have been in
decline for some time. It needs large,
old, long-leaf pines for its forging and
nesting, (only large trees can provide an
adequate nest cavity), but large, old longleaf pines are a valuable timber resource,
so they are cut for lumber. Additionally,
fire suppression by landowners and land
managers has allowed the growth of
dense stands of small pines and
hardwoods, which do not meet the habitat
needs of the nuthatch. Both logging and
fire suppression have reduced the
availability of large snags, which are an
important source of cavities.
But there’s a second factor in play,
which could compound the problems of
habitat loss. The nuthatch is a
cooperative breeder, which means that a
young, unmated male “helper” often
assists a mated pair by helping build the
nest and keep it clean, and provide food
to nestlings and fledglings. Species that
are tied to a specific habitat type and
employ cooperative breeding usually do
not far from home. After young male
nuthatches grow up, they establish a
territory within 300 meters (about 330
yards) of their parents’ territory, females
move a bit farther, but still only about
1500 meters (about 1600 yards).
This lack of long-distance dispersal
could be contributing to the species’
decline. As stands of large pines are cut,
Brown-headed Nuthatch populations
maybe come more isolated from each
other. Isolated populations are at higher
risk of being wiped out by extreme

weather events or by a lack of genetic
diversity. And, once population dies off,
it’s unlikely that nuthatches will disperse far
enough from healthy populations
to
recolonize vacant areas.
The best hope for the species if for land
managers to maintain large tracts of healthy
old pine forest, with the tracts close enough
together that dispersing nuthatches will find
suitable habitat and mates from other,
genetically distinct populations.
The
alternative is the costly capture and
relocation of nuthatches into suitable
unoccupied habitat, a process that would
need to be repeated on a regular basis to
ensure a thorough mixing of genes.
Article used with permission for The Bluebird
Journal of the North American Bluebird Society,
Spring 2011, Vol. 33, No 2.
Sarah E. Haas, James A. Cox, Jordan V. Smith and
Rebecca T. Kimball, 2010. Fine-scale Spatial
Genetic Structure in the Cooperatively Breeding
Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla)
Southeastern Naturalist 9:743-756

A SPECIAL THANKS!
Thanks go to Shirl Cook, Luling, LA
for the generous donation to the
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society in
loving memory of her sister, Barbara
Fauscette.
LBBS is still suffering from the effects
of the 2008 recession, the low renewals
in 2016 and the costs of everything
going up. This year’s renewal is low. If
you can make a donation, no matter the
size, it is very much appreciated. Many
thanks to all of you that already have
included it with your membership!
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Con’t from page 7 From The Perch
The Hodges family has graciously granted a
select few LBBS members from the area
access to maintain and monitor the trail.
Cypress Bend gives us a great alternative to
keep contributing to cavity nester habitat in
the area and offers a learning opportunity to
those who might not understand our mission.
The only thing missing from the Annual
Meeting was Hill Kemp and his banjo! We
understand that you were busy in Dubai, Hill.
But we missed you!
I want to say a special thank you to Jack
and Deb Hoover, West Monroe, LA. Jack and
Deb are our nest box builders. Without them
our Nest box/Membership program would
never work! We had worked our way down
to a critically low number of nest boxes on
hand while trying to give both Jack and Deb
time to deal with some serious health issues.
They are both doing well now, thankfully.
Once we knew the Hoovers were healthy…
yes...I asked for nest boxes….Jack and Deb
immediately said: bring it on! I delivered the
cypress lumber on Wednesday (I think). Ms.
Evelyn shipped out the last nest box in our
inventory on Friday. Over the following
weekend Jack contacted me to tell me he had
another couple of dozen ready to go! Jack
and Deb are a team..and they always amaze
me! Thank you, Hoovers!
As usual, one of my personal highlights of
the Annual Meeting was getting to recognize
the Bluebirder of the Year. I cannot think of
anyone more deserving than Joan Brown,
Start, LA, who serves as our Sec/Treas. Once
again LBBS has brought another blessing my
way! Not only is Joan a valuable member of
LBBS, she has become a wonderful friend.
See Page 1 for more about Joan!
While we’ve actually had an autumn here
in NELA, it appears to be done; and rapidly
turning into winter.
Many long-range
forecasts I’ve seen are predicting a colder,
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wetter winter for much of the country
due to an El Nino event. If you haven’t
winterized your nest boxes yet, it’s time
to get on it! When temps drop down to
freezing our cavity nesters need a place
to roost! You can find instructions on
winterizing nest boxes at
www.Labayoubluebirdsociety.com.
Merry Christmas!
Sheryl
Con’t from page 4 Male and Female
Birds Respond Differently to Predators?
Then she returned to the blind to take
notes.
What they found, was that bluebirds
view a bobcat as more of a threat than a
cardboard box. Both parents spent more
time near the nest when the bobcat was in
position than when the cardboard box
was in position. The birds also vocalized
more in response to the bobcat. But the
parents differed in that, when the bobcat
was present, the males spend more time
close to the “predator” than did the
females,; the females stayed farther
away, but vocalized more.
The bolder, more aggressive males
exposed themselves to greater risk of
injury or death. Some scientists believe
that the parent that is least able to raise
the young alone would be more
aggressive about defending the nest.
That suggests that female bluebirds are
better at being single parents than are
male bluebirds. However, the study
wasn’t detailed enough to determine this,
so the authors suggest additional research
to get a clear answer.
Article by L.W Gibson and A.
Moehrenschlager. 2008. A Sex
Difference in the Behavioral Respnse of
Nesting Mountain Bluebirds (Sialia
Currucoides) to a Mounted Predator.
Journal of Ethology 26:185-189

LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
C/O Joan Brown, Sec/Treas.
41 Hays Drive
Rayville, LA 71269
An organization devoted to conservation of all native cavity-nesting birds
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(This form may be copied and distributed
($20.00 for family membership, plus $15.00 shipping gives one year membership
with free nestbox,
total $35.00)
NAME:_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP
CODE:_________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:________________________________________________
{ } New Membership

{ } Renewal

_________Individual

$ 10.00

________Family

$ 20.00

_________Lifetime

$250.00

_________Organization

$ 25.00

_________Small Business

$ 25.00

_________Corporation

$100.00

_________Donation

$________

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued
unless specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a
matching gifts program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information
concerning matching gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

