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This is a trail at South Toledo Bend Lake State Park that has bluebird boxes on it.
The Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society invites you to its Annual Meeting at Toledo Bend
Lake State Park, 120 Bald Eagle Road, Anacoco, LA. The meeting will take place in the
Meeting Room on September 29, 2018, beginning 9:30 to 1:00 P.M. Featured
presentation will be “Bluebirds 101” by Sheryl Bassi and Evelyn Cooper. It is a very
informative program that covers getting started with bluebirds and includes pictures and
information taken from Evelyn Cooper’s twenty years of experience on her trails.
Registration is free. Come join us and enjoy the fellowship and great information about
bluebirds and cavity-nesting birds. Door prizes will be given. Mark your calendar and
join in the fun on that day!
Picture used with permission
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From The Perch
By:
Sheryl Cooper Bassi
President
Photo By: David
Kinneer, VA
Hello All,

It looks as if the “Dog Days” of August
are upon us. While those of you in cooler
climes may be having a late nesting, we
can pretty well call the 2018 nesting season
done. It’s been a very odd year for me. I
only had one box taken for one clutch
during what would have been the second
nesting cycle. My most prolific box
(normally) didn’t have a single tenant this
year.
There are plenty of Bluebirds
around, but I guess they are happier in the
woods this year. There’s certainly no
shortage of cavities here in the woods. If
you have stories about your nesting season,
please feel free to share them with our
editor,
Evelyn
Cooper,
at
emcooper@hughes.net. We love to hear
your stories and share them via the
newsletter. We love your pictures, too!
I’ve been a bit out of the loop for a while
now. This has been the summer of bad
computer issues. First, my satellite internet
died, took several weeks to get fixed…then
my laptop decided to give up the ghost.
I’ve replaced the laptop, but am still
working on getting some things straight on
it. If you need to reach me in a hurry, send
an email via Evelyn at the email address
above. She will bring it to my attention.
I’m still having some email issues.
Mark your calendars now for our
annual meeting to be held September 29 at
South Toledo Bend State Park, 120 Bald
Eagle Road, Anacoco, LA 71403. The
social hour will begin at 9:30 with the
meeting beginning at 10:00.
Con’t on page 6
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Sheryl Bassi, Oak Ridge
1st V/P: Emily Winners, Lecompte
2nd V/P: Marilynn Lewis, Monroe
Sec/Treas: Joan Brown, Rayville
Recording Secretary/Public Relations:
Evelyn Cooper, Delhi
Historian: Pauline Humphries, Lecompte
BOARD MEMBERS
Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge
Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin
Tom Allen, Oak Ridge
Hill Kemp, Many
Margaret Kemp, Many
John Tidwell, Monroe
Randy Martin, Many
Alton Puckett, Lake Charles
Dorothy Thrasher, Angel Fire, NM
Carolyn Martin, Many
Shirl Cook, Luling
OBSERVERS ON THE BOARD
Becky Garza, Ruston
www.labayoubluebird society.org
Read Us On-line

Welcome New LBBS Members
Jim & Peggy Avault, Baton Rouge
Kevin Corwin, Centennial, CO
Karen Beard, Covington, LA
Elizabeth Stringer, Lake Charles
Teresa Roach, Lake Charles
Victoria Daugherty, Bastrop
Jo Daugherty, Bastrop

LBBS President, Sheryl Bassi, Oak Ridge,
checks her nestbox in her front yard. She had a
pair checking it out the day she installed it.
If your bluebird boxes do not have a Ron
Kingston Stovepipe Guard like the one picture
above, your birds and eggs are not as
protected as they should be. If you do not
have a guard at all, your percentages are
normally very low. You may see a pair
building and they may be lucky and fledge,
but if you have snakes, especially a large
population of them) close by, the babies may
not be fledging at all. Even if you are
monitoring the box, you may not know that
the snake can come in and eat babies/eggs
leaving the nest undisturbed. If this happens
on the day or near the day the babies are to
fledge, one might think they did fledge as they
see no disturbance of the nest at all.
One sure way you can tell if a snake has
made it to your box is to grease the pole. The
number one reason for greasing the pole is to
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stop ants, but if a snake crosses it, there
will be grease smeared along the pole or
may even be in the nestbox (which was
my case).
Below is the link at
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org for
instructions on how to build the guard. It
is not hard to make and not expensive.
The instructions call for a 26 inch
stovepipe, but they are hard to find. A 24
inch will do fine and the 8 inch diameter
is the best to stop snakes. It will stop all
climbing predators. Here is the link from
LBBS website with instructions to build
the guard:
http://www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org/
_new_images/KingstonGuard2.jpg
Some people use a five gallon bucket
as a guard. The one shown below belongs
to Brenda Evans, Petal, MS. She has
never used anything but the buckets and
has used them for years. They come in
lots of different colors and I especially
like the bright yellow one she chose here.
Her bluebirds seem to like it. You may
even find a farmer that would give them
to you or sell them very cheap to you.
Please protect your babies and eggs and
invest in a proper guard!

Photo by: Brenda Evans, Petal, MS

This is a Noel Guard that is place over
the entry hole. As you can see, it doesn't
stop snakes! It stops larger birds from
reaching in and getting babies/eggs. This
is what the North American Bluebird
Society says about this guard: “This
guard is estimated to be 90% effective
in keeping raccoons and cats from
reaching into the box once they have
gained access to it. It may also prevent
woodpeckers from damaging the nestbox
entrance. A rectangle of 1/2 inch
hardware cloth placed around the
entrance hole will make it very difficult
for these predators to reach down into the
box. “
As you can see, it is very easy to make.

Photo by Christine Boran, Virginia
Christine’s beautiful photo shows the
Ron Kingston Stovepipe Guard in place
and she uses the Noel Guard over the
entry hole.

Editor’s Note: If you have a stovepipe
guard on the pole, it will protect against
the raccoon climbing up the pole, but the
cat can still jump up on the box if it is not
higher than 6 feet off the ground.
4

Never place a nestbox on a tree in the
south! Con’t on page 6

Unusual Findings On Trails And In Backyards

Photos by: Jonathan Morgan
Kalamazoo, MI
Jonathan found two completely constructed
bluebird nests in one nestbox made by one
female. In the lower picture, he shows the
four eggs the female laid in one nest. I have
been monitoring twenty years and never
heard or seen anything like this. Proves you
never stop learning while being a bluebird
landlord!
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Photos by: Mary Roen, River Falls, WI
Mary found a bluebird nest in a mail
box on her trail. Her husband and
brother-in-law built a door with an
entry hole that opens to monitor. They
drilled holes in the sides of the box to
help with heat issues. In WI, it is still
not near what it is here in LA!

Con’t from page 2
From The Perch

Con’t from page 4

Speakers this year will include yours
truly, Emily Winners, and other members.
We look forward to a great Round Table
discussion, and lots of good fellowship with
fellow bluebirders. Guests are welcome.
We hope to see you there! This will be our
first time at South Toledo Bend State Park,
and I’m really looking forward to
discovering yet another Louisiana Treasure.
You can find them on Facebook (just search
for South Toledo Bend State Park) and
online at https://www.crt.state.la.us/
louisiana-state-parks/parks/south-toledobend-state-park/index
There’s a handy link to the Facebook
page on the website. Visit it and take a look
around. There looks to be some great
camping, cycling, hiking, bird watching,
fishing at Toledo Bend, and plenty of
opportunities to enjoy this wonderful part of
our great state.
Make your plans now, and get ready for
updates on all things Bluebird in our state, a
new banding program, updates on Hodges
Gardens, and lots of great fun and
fellowship. See you there!
Sheryl

Photo by: Evelyn Cooper
This is a picture of the wooden face guard
over the entry hole. If you look closely, you
can also see the 36 x 36 inch piece of
hardware cloth that is placed right above the
stovepipe guard. It is used if snakes are
found getting passed the stovepipe guard,
which I did find at two of my boxes a few
years ago. You can also see that the roof of
my box is about deteriorated and will have
to be replaced next season!

INCOMING BOARD MEMBERS
Dorothy Thrasher, Angel Fire, NM

We hope to have a great meeting on
September 29th at South Toledo Bend
Lake. If you can bring a door prize, it
would be greatly appreciated.

Alton Puckett, Lake Charles
Randy Martin, Many
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Con’t from page 7
Unusual Findings On Trails And In Backyards

Photos by Christine Boran, VA
To say that Christine was very surprised when she found these eggs on her trail is an under statement.
She had two eggs to hatch. The first baby died but the second one is thriving and soon will fledge.
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Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society

Joan Brown, Secretary/Treasurer
41 Hays Drive
Rayville, LA 71269
Www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
{ } New Member

{ } Renewal

NAME:___________________________________________________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP:________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:____________________________________
{ } Individual—————————————————$

10.00

{ } Family —————————————————–- $

20.00

{ } Lifetime————————————————— $ 250.00
{ } Organization————————————————$

25.00

{ } Small Business——————————————–-$ 25.00
{ } Corporation————————————————-$ 100.00
{ } Donation————————————————— $_____
Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued
unless specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a
matching gifts program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information
concerning matching gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

Affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society

