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The Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society invites you to its Annual Meeting at Toledo Bend
Lake State Park, 120 Bald Eagle Road, Anacoco, LA. The meeting will take place in the
Meeting Room on September 29, 2018, beginning 9:30 to 1:00 P.M. Featured
presentation will be “Bluebirds 101” by Sheryl Bassi and Evelyn Cooper. It is a very
informative program that covers getting started with bluebirds and includes pictures and
information taken from Evelyn Cooper’s twenty years of experience on her trails.
Registration is free. Come join us and enjoy the fellowship and great information about
bluebirds and cavity-nesting birds. Door prizes will be given.
Contact
emcooper@hughes.net or 318-878-3210 to register and mark your calendar!
Picture used with permission
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From The Perch
By:
Sheryl Cooper Bassi
President
Photo By: David
The intensity of Kinneer, VA

Hello, All! Hasn’t it been a wonderful
Spring? I’ve so enjoyed having a real
Spring season, rather than the few days we
normally have before the weather turns hot.
Spring’s really had things hopping here in
Northeast Louisiana. The babies (of many
species) are hatching everywhere, and I’ve
had a host of visitors at the back yard
feeder.
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This picture is a little hazy, but that’s a
Rose-Breasted Grosbeak visiting with his
Lady, an Indigo Bunting, and a RingNecked Dove sharing the make-shift
feeder. I’ve also had a pair of Downy
Woodpeckers, several pairs of Red-Bellied
Woodpeckers, a Red-Headed woodpecker
that stopped by for a while, and a pair of
Pileated Woodpeckers that are still hanging
around. The Pileateds are pretty shy, but I
did manage to get a few good pictures.
Con’t on page 6

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Sheryl Bassi, Oak Ridge
1st V/P: Emily Winners, Lecompte
2nd V/P: Marilynn Lewis, Monroe
Sec/Treas: Joan Brown, Rayville
Recording Secretary/Public Relations:
Evelyn Cooper, Delhi
Historian: Pauline Humphries, Lecompte
BOARD MEMBERS
Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge
Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin
Tom Allen, Oak Ridge
Hill Kemp, Many
Margaret Kemp, Many
John Tidwell, Monroe
Randy Martin, Many
Alton Puckett, Lake Charles
Dorothy Thrasher, Angel Fire, NM
Carolyn Martin, Many
Shirl Cook, Luling
OBSERVERS ON THE Board
Becky Garza, Ruston
www.labayoubluebird society.org
Read Us On-line

Welcome New LBBS Members
Brent Ougel-Charpentier, Raceland, LA
Linda Sivils, Baton Rouge, LA
Nova Clarke, Monroe, LA
Jothi & Kashi Yadlam, Lake Charles, LA

2

Brighter Male Bluebird Means Better Mate, Better Parent

The intensity of color in Eastern Bluebirds also
was the subject of recent study, although
mortality wasn’t the driving factor in these
projects.
Research has shown that both
brighter blue and brighter chestnut colors
indicate male birds better at attracting mates,
caring for young, and perhaps better at
prevailing in competition with other males.
Another project examined the physics of
brighter color and suggested that research be
undertaken to determine if brighter color
comes with a price.
Male Eastern Bluebirds have two types of
ornamental plumage coloration: their brilliant
blue head, back, and wings, and a patch of
chestnut breast feathers. If an individual
bluebird has brighter colors, does that mean
anything?
The research team tested the hypothesis that
plumage coloration reflects quality in male
Eastern Bluebirds. It investigated whether
male ornamentation correlates with quality of
the male as a mate and his skills as a parent.
The researchers studied the size of the patch
of chestnut breast feathers, the brightness of
those feathers, and the brightness of the blue
feathers.
They found that males with larger breast
patches and brighter plumage brought food to
nestlings more often, fledged heavier
offspring, and paired with females that nested
earlier. Males with brighter plumage also
fledged more offspring.
These results suggest that plumage
coloration is a reliable indicator of male mate
quality and reproductive success. Both the
chestnut and blue plumages appear to be real
signals of male quality and paternal skills.
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These are signals that can be assessed
by competitors or by potential mates,
according to the study.
Incidentally, the two colors of
Eastern Bluebirds are created in
different ways. The blue coloration is
produced from feather microstructure,
whereas the chestnut coloration is
produced by a combination of two
pigments deposited in feathers.
This study was conducted by Lynn
Siefferman and Geoffrey E. Hill of the
Department of Biological Sciences at
Auburn University. It was published
in the journal Behavioral Ecology in
2003.
A second study by the same two
researchers visited the blue brightness
question again, and suggest that the
degree of blue plumage of male Eastern
Bluebirds is a measure of how well
they compete for nesting cavities.
Bluebirds cannot excavate their own
nest cavities, and as a consequence of
limited nest sites, often engage in
competition for nest boxes.
The
researchers experimentally tested the
hypothesis that the intensity of blue
coloration reflects male competitive
ability.
This was done by manipulating the
number of available nest boxes. A
limited number of nest boxes were put
in place in early spring. After birds had
established residency in those nest
boxes, more nest boxes were added to
the study site.
The researchers found that the
Con’t on page 4

Con’t from page 3

Fatter Is Better

reflective properties of the blue plumage
differed between males that acquired nest
boxes early versus late in the spring. The
more colorful birds won the competitions
for access to the nest sites.
“These observations support the
hypothesis that plumage color is a….trait
in male Eastern Bluebirds that could be
used to accurately asses the fighting ability
of competitors”, the researchers wrote in
their report. They also said the color of the
birds was dependent upon the physical
condition of the birds. Healthier, more fit
birds have brighter color.
This report was published in the journal
Animal Behavior in 2005.
A third study has determined that the
brighter blue found on some Eastern
Bluebird individuals is caused by a
particularly precise arrangement of feather
structure at molecular level. Tight and
orderly arrangement of those nano-sized
feather constituents create more intense
color. The question yet to be answered is
whether or not the bird pays a price for its
more intense color.
Does bright color,
when mates are being chose, require
additional energy to produce? What cost
might the bird pay when it diverts energy
to color instead of some other use?

For birds, fatter seems to be better.
A study done in Europe weighed the bodies
of birds that had been killed by predators.
Those weights were the same species
captured for banding.
For the most part, the birds killed by
predators (cats and raptors) fell within the
lightest 20 percent of the weight
measurements by species.
The researchers concluded that birds of
lighter weight were forging for food more
intensely, thus paying less attention to
threats. They also were forging in habitats
that exposed them to more danger, the
drive for food overriding usual cautions.
Being heavier might slow escape times
slightly, the study said, but it is more
dangerous to be skinny.
Article used with permission from Bluebird
Journal of the North American Bluebird
Society. Summer 2005
Woodpeckers And Fungi: Help Yourself
Woodpeckers might be helping them–
selves to easier nest-hole digging by
spreading decay-causing fungi from tree to
tree.
And, woodpeckers in British
Columbia heavily favor quaking aspen
when choosing a tree for excavation/
These ware two findings from a series
of papers on various aspects of woodpecker
behavior and the birds’ relationship with
their environment published last year in
The Condor, an international journal of
avian biology.
Ornithologists have long known of
relationships between rotted wood and
woodpecker nest and roost holes. They
also have written about the relationship of
certain species of fungi and these birds.
Con’t on page 5

This study was conducted by Matthew D.
Shawkey, Anne M. Estes, Lynn M.
Siefferman, and Geoffery E. Hill. It was
published by The Royal Society, London,
2003.
Article used with permission from Bluebird
Journal of the North American Bluebird
Society, Summer 2005.
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Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, for example,
are linked with red heart fungus, which
attacks the pines this species favors. Wood
softened by fungi-created decay is easier
for the bird to remove. (Red-cockaded
Woodpeckers will excavate in healthy
wood, however)
It has been assumed that the woodpeckers either depend upon or show a
preference for partially decayed wood
when they seek an excavation site. Study
shows that this appears to be true, generally
speaking. Some decay seems necessary if
the bird is to successfully create a cavity.
Researchers also speculate that the
woodpeckers assist themselves by carrying
fungus spores from tree to tree on their
bills, thus spreading the fungi. This is an
unintentional act, the scientists say. But it
would help ensure that the birds will in the
future find trees suitable for cavity
excavation.
A study in British Columbia found that
quaking aspen was by far the tree species
of choice cavity excavation, and that
Northern Flickers, in that particular area,
were the bird species doing most of the
work.
While quaking aspen accounted for only
15 percent of the trees in the study area, 95
percent of the 1,692 cavities found were in
aspen. A full range of live and dead trees
were used by birds for cavity excavation,
but 45 percent of the cavities were found in
trees with decay and another 45 percent in
dead trees, according to the researches.
The first fungus paper was written by
Dr. Jerome A. Jackson and Dr. Bette J . S.
Jackson. The British Columbia study was
authored by Drs. Kathy Martin, Kathryn
E.H. Airken and Karen L. Wiebe.
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Article used with permission from Bluebird
Journal of the North American Bluebird
Society, Summer 2005. No Vol. listed.

LBBS President, Sheryl Bassi, Oak Ridge, LA,
presents the nestbox to Bobby Charrier, Delhi,
LA that he won as a door prize. Sheryl and
Evelyn Cooper presented a bluebird presentation at the “Concern For Persons” luncheon at
the United Methodist Church of Delhi, LA.
Photo By: Joan Brown

South Toledo Bend State Park
120 Bald Eagle Road, Anacoco, LA.
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From the Perch

These were just some of the
visitors. The locals, our beloved cavity
nesters, have been out in full force. The
Bluebirds, Chickadees, Titmice (or is it
Titmouses), and Carolina Wrens are
everywhere. I’ve had a Carolina Wren
nesting in my carport, and I drove in the
other morning just in time to watch them
fledge! What a fun Spring it’s been!
Make your plans now for the last
Saturday in September. Our annual meeting
will be at South Toledo Bend State
Park. I’ve never visited there before and am
so looking forward to it. It’s shaping up to
be a fun day.
I hope your Spring has been as much fun as
mine!
Happy Birding
Sheryl
EGGS
Eggs that appear to be unattended are often
found during bluebird trail monitoring and
one may wonder if they are indeed abandoned and if so, if they can possibly be rescued,
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and used for the purpose nature intended.
Unless on has monitored such a nest
almost daily, it is often hardly possible to
assess such a situation with confidence.
If the eggs are warm to the touch, it is
virtually certain that they are being
incubated and that the female bird will be
back to attend to them if she is not then in
evidence. In hot weather she seems to
know instinctively that the eggs will stay
warm for some time, so she may be gone
for an hour or more.
If the eggs are cold, one must not
assume that they are abandoned. The
female bird usually lays one egg a day
until the clutch is complete, but she does
not start to brood the eggs until the last one
is laid —sometimes a day earlier and on
rare occasions one or even two days later.
The eggs remain cold during this period
and often not closely attended, but the
remain viable and should never be
disturbed.
Partially incubated eggs that are later
found to be cold have probably been
abandoned, but is always remotely possible
that the female has just been a little
careless and will resume her brooding.
However, if the partially incubated eggs
remain cold for some time it is virtually
certain that they are abandoned and no
longer viable. In such cases the female bird
may have died, but more commonly the
eggs have been judged by her to be
infertile. In the later case she may go
elsewhere to make a second attempt to
raise a brood, or she may cover the infertile
eggs with fresh nesting material and
proceed to lay another clutch of eggs.
The only circumstance under which
abandoned bluebird eggs may be rescued
with any real hope of success is when the
female bird is know for certainty to have
Con’t on page 7
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EGGS
died. If she had not started incubation
before her death, her eggs could remain
viable for at least six days after they were
laid. These eggs can then be place
promptly in other bluebird nests containing
partial clutches of freshly laid eggs, again
being careful not to overload any nest.
If eggs have been partially incubated at
the time of the female’s death, the eggs if
still warm can likewise be quickly
transferred to other bluebird nests,
containing eggs that have been incubated
for the same length of time, at least within
one day. Obviously, it is usually quite
difficult to accomplish this task within the
same time restrictions required.
Tree Swallows and even House
Sparrows have been known to accept
bluebird eggs, incubate them and even
raise the young birds successfully. Certain
other species might also be willing to
cooperate. Chances for success in such
inter-species foster parenting are probably
rather marginal, so attempts of this kind
should be made only as a last resort,
Some wildlife rehabilitators are
experienced and equipped to incubate eggs
of small birds such as bluebirds and raise
the newly hatched birds to fledging age.
Inexperienced persons are unlikely to
succeed in any such effort.
Saving orphaned or otherwise
abandoned baby birds from certain death,
either before or after they are hatched, is a
worthwhile project and when successful is
a source of great personal satisfaction.
Article is part of another article “Can
Orphaned Bluebirds Nestlings and
Abandoned Eggs Be Saved? written by
Lawrence Zeleny, in Sialia, The Quarterly
Journal of the North American Bluebird
Society Volume 10, N0 1, Winter 1988.
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David Kinneer, VA does outstanding
work with his photography. This photo
was taken of his bluebirds in his yard.
Thanks, David, for sharing with us!

A T T E N T I O N!
We need help with donations for
refreshments and door prizes. for our
up com i n g An nu al Me et i n g i n
September. This is to help cut down on
the costs of our meetings!
Please Contact Sheryl,
sherylbassi@hughes.net or Evelyn,
emcooper@hughes.net.

LOUISIANA BAYO BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
C/O Joan Brown, Sec/Treas.
41 Hays Drive
Rayville, LA 71269
An organization devoted to conservation of all native cavity-nesting birds
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(This form may be copied and distributed
($15.00, plus $15.00 shipping gives one year membership with free nestbox,
total $30.00)
NAME:_________________________________________________________________
DDRESS:_____________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP
CODE:_________________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:________________________________________________
{ } New Membership

{ } Renewal

________Individual

$ 10.00

________Family

$ 20.00

_________Lifetime

$250.00

_________Small Business

$ 25.00

_________Corporation

$100.00

_________Donation

$______

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued
unless specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a
matching gifts program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information
concerning matching gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

