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2017 LBBS BLUEBIRDER OF THE YEAR

LBBS President, Sheryl Bassi, (left) Oak Ridge, LA, presents the “Bluebirder of The Year”
award to Marilynn Lewis, (right) Choudrant, LA. Marilynn is a charter member of LBBS.
She has hosted bluebirds for many years and raised her own mealworms for them. She has
lived in Winnfield, Ruston, Monroe and Choudrant, having success hosting them in each
place.
Thank you, Marilynn for helping the bluebirds and LBBS!
Photo by: Bernard Duchesne

From The Perch
By:
Sheryl Cooper Bassi
President
Photo By: David
Kineer, VA

It’s been a busy few months for LBBS!
Between nesting season winding down,
membership renewals, and planning for our
annual meeting, we’ve all been really busy!
Our annual meeting was wonderful! For
those who were not able to make it, you
missed a real treat. Our scheduled speaker,
Jim Johnson was not able to be with us due
to illness. This led to an unexpected
blessing: Bernard Duchesne, Pastor of
Dunn Baptist Church, stepped up to the
plate to fill in as our guest speaker and
gave us a wonderful program. He has been
a photographer from an early age, and not
long ago began to practice his craft again
photographing wildlife. He shared many
wonderful examples of his work, as well as
many practical and helpful tips and ideas
we can all use to get better photos. After
all, even if we are just trying to get a quick
snap with a cell phone, we all love to take
pictures of all the beautiful birds we
encounter! And even better, by the end of
the day, Bernard and his sweet wife Anita
are among our newest members!
It was such a pleasure to honor
Marilynn Lewis, Choudrant, as “Bluebirder
of The Year”. Marilynn is such an asset to
LBBS! She has the kind of “Can Do
attitude and enthusiam that helps LBBS
stay alive and move forward!
As always, Black Bayou NWR was so
welcoming and did a wonderful job helping
to facilitate our meeting. We had quite a
crowd, and everyone truly had a good time.
One of the highlights of the day was being
able to announce that the Bluebird Trail at
Con’t on page 7

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Sheryl Bassi, Oak Ridge
1st V/P: Emily Winners, Lecompte
2nd V/P: Marilynn Lewis, Monroe
Sec/Treas: Joan Brown, Rayville
Recording Secretary/Public Relations:
Evelyn Cooper, Delhi
Historian: Pauline Humphries, Lecompte
BOARD MEMBERS
Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge
Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin
Tom Allen, Oak Ridge
Hill Kemp, Many
Margaret Kemp, Many
John Tidwell, Monroe
Randy Martin, Many
Alton Puckett, Lake Charles
Dorothy Thrasher, Angel Fire, NM
Carolyn Martin, Many
Shirl Cook, Luling
OBSERVERS ON THE Board
Becky Garza, Ruston

LBBS Lifetime Memberships
Thanks to Dr. Joseph and Charlotte Barron,
Monroe, for upgrading their membership to
lifetime members.
Thanks to Harry & Alice Prophit, Monroe,
for upgrading their membership to lifetime
members.

Con’t on page 7

Left to right: Margaret Kemp, Many, Joan Brown, Rayville and Sheryl Bassi, Oak Ridge,
enjoying the social hour before the meeting begins. Photo by: Bernard Duchesne

Bro. Bernard and
Anita Duchesne,
enjoying the social
hour. He was the
keynote speaker.
What a wonderful
program
he
presented to us!
Photo by:
Evelyn Cooper
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Our group represented, Oak Ridge, Lecompte, Monroe, Delhi, Bastrop, Collingston, Many,
Marion, Choudrant, Rayville and visitors from Russellville, AR.

LBBS member,
Dr. Jim Padgett,
Monroe,
discussing with
Evelyn Cooper,
Delhi, his
problems with
House Sparrows
harassing
Bluebirds in his
yard.
Photo by:
Bernard
Duchesne
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Winterizing Our Nestboxes In Louisiana
Evelyn Cooper
We are pretty fortunate here in Louisiana as far as not having too much
severe weather during our winter months. In my19 years of monitoring and
maintaining my trail, there hasn’t been many times it has been below 20*
degrees. I have found that if it gets 20 degrees or below and stays that way for a
few days, that’s when you need layers of grasses or pine straw in the bottoms of
the nestboxes.
I remember so vividly when I found my first box with bluebirds roosting in it.
It was about 15 years ago and we had snow and ice on the ground. I decided to
walk the part of my trail that is near my house behind the big barn. I was very
surprised when a group of bluebirds flew out of a nestbox as I approached it! I
was thrilled that they were using it. So, from then on, I prepped the boxes
meaning, I put pine needles in the bottom of the box if they were available close
to it and grasses in the ones where there were no pine needles. I also took some
foam rubber and stuffed it in the vent holes that are just below the roofs.
I also discovered while walking on my trail in below 20 degree weather, that
bluebirds and other birds use any old vehicles to roost under. They came flying
out from under some as I walked by!
One thing we can do when we are prepping the boxes is to be sure that there
are no gaps between the sides, back and front of the box. If you see light, get
some silicone and caulk it closing the gaps which let in such cold air. I’ve had to
do that on some after they sat for a few years on the trail. This helps when
nesting season begins and we do have some cold, rainy and windy weather.
Also, having a roof that is larger really helps in bad weather conditions and also
when it is hot to keep the sun away from the entry hole and give more protection
to the walls. LBBS has been using a 12 inch roof now for quite a few years.
At Left: The
beautiful Welcome
Center at Black
Bayou Wildlife
Refuge.
Photo: By
Bernard Duchesne
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Sheryl Bassi, left, and Evelyn Cooper,
right, presented to Jack Hoover, Monroe,
the LBBS Lifetime Achievement Award.
Jack was in the hospital at the time
recovering from a 5 by-pass heart surgery
and a kidney issue. Jack and his wife, Deb,
who received an award also, are charter
members of LBBS. Jack has been our
nestbox builder for many years building
many. many boxes for our program. He
and Deb have missed only 2 meetings. Deb
is very involved with our Refreshment
Committee for our meetings. Jack and Deb
traveled to Hodges Gardens, Many, LA
with our team and worked with our team
tirelessly to help refurbish the
Dr. Shirl Brunell Bluebird Trail
est ablished t here. LBBS
appreciates their untiring
support and dedication and we
are so thankful that Jack is
doing so well and for the
prayers that were lifted up on
his and Deb’s behalf.

At Left: LBBS
members
enjoying the social and
registration hour.

LBBS Bluebird Tidbit
If you are having problems with House Sparrows (HOSP) in your yard harassing the
bluebirds and other birds during nesting season, your source may be that you are
feeding birds. HOSPs display extremely aggressive behavior during nesting at the
nestboxes and the feeders. The best solution is to take the feeder down during nesting
season. However, if you have a neighbor/neighbors that have feeders also, the best
thing to do is to try to tactfully explain the problem and hope they will work with you to
correct the problem. Good luck!!
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Con’t from page 2
From The Perch
Black Bayou NWR will be renamed the
“Mildred Hyde Bluebird Trail”. We will be
working with Nova Clarke, Ranger at Black
Bayou, to refurbish the trail. Nova will be
listing the trail with Cornell’s Nest Watch.
What a wonderful way to honor Miss Millie!
She’s been a wonderful asset to both the
Friends of Black Bayou and LBBS. We are
all so thankful for her service to both
organizations.
I’d like to encourage
everyone who has the chance to visit Black
Bayou NWR. It’s a wonderful place with so
much to see and do. Take the time to visit…
you won’t be disappointed.
It was so good to end our LBBS year on
such a high note, and get off to a great
beginning to LBBS 2018. I’m looking
forward to many wonderful things happening
for LBBS in the coming year, and time spent
with wonderful friends, both old and new,
that LBBS has brought into my life.
Don’t forget that now is the time to
prepare nestboxes for cold weather roosting.
It’s also time to get any new boxes up.
Bluebirds in the southern part of the state can
start building nests in early January and in
the northern part, late January to early
February.
Happy Birding!
Sheryl

Sylvia Kidder, Many, gives a report on the
Dr. Shirl Brunell Bluebird Trail at Hodges
Gardens.
Photo by: Bernard Duchense

Welcome New Members!
Bernard & Anita Duchesne
Delhi, LA
Dianne & Larry Lashley, Jr
Rayville, LA
Hill Kemp, Many always provides backup music
for our “Bluebird Song”. Thanks, Hill!
Photo by: Bernard Duchense
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Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society

Joan Brown, Secretary/Treasurer
41 Hays Drive
Rayville, LA 71269
Www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
{ } New Member
{ } Renewal
NAME:___________________________________________________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP:________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:____________________________________
{ } Individual—————————————————$ 7.50
{ } Family —————————————————–- $ 15.00
{ } Lifetime————————————————— $ 250.00
{ } Organization————————————————$ 25.00
{ } Small Business——————————————–-$ 25.00
{ } Corporation————————————————-$ 100.00
{ } Donation————————————————— $_____
Your cancelled check will be your receipt.
LBBS is recognized as a 50l © charitable organization and contributions are tax
deductible as allowed by law.

Evelyn Cooper
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232

Affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society

