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Keynote speaker for the LBBS Annual Meeting is Jim Johnson, Lecompte, LA who is an
Endangered Species Biologist at Fort Polk, LA working with Red-Cockaded Woodpeckers.
His photography has been published in the LA Conservationist, Tennessee Conservationist,
Bird Watchers Digest and Peterson’s Reference Guide to Woodpeckers of North America.
The meeting will be held on September 30, 2017 at Black Bayou Welcome Center, 480
Richland Place, Monroe, with registration at 9:30 A.M. and adjourn at 12:30 P.M. An
informative bluebird roundtable discussion will be held. There is no registration fee. For
information, contact emcooper@hughes.net or 318-878-3210. Come join us!
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From The Perch
By:
Sheryl Bassi
President
Photo By: David
Kineer, VA

Hello, all!
It seems we have another successful
nesting season in the books. The cooler
than usual weather has hopefully improved
the success of third nesting cycles this year.
I’m looking forward to hearing about this
year’s successes from all of you. I had
three successful cycles in my front yard
nest box, but not a single taker for the box
in the farthest reach of the back
yard…..which has been my best producer
for the last 3 years. I’ve not found any
obvious issues to explain this year’s disuse
of the box….it’s times like this that make
me wish I could read Bluebird minds.
After we take a break from the busy
nesting season, we will need to start
winterizing nest boxes to provide roosting
spaces when the weather takes on a winter
chill. Don’t forget to clean out and discard
those last nests (away from the nest box,
please!). Ventilation holes can be covered
with Duct Tape or stuffed with scraps of
foam rubber. Hopefully, we’ll have a mild
winter, but if freezing temps occur, warm
roosting spots can make all the difference
for our feathered friends.
I’m really getting excited about our
Annual Meeting to be held Saturday,
September 30 at Black Bayou NWR in
Monroe.
Jim E. Johnson, Wildlife
Biologist and Photographer will be sharing
tips and tricks with us to help us all make
the best of our own birding photo ops. I’ve
heard Jim speak, and he’s great with
questions/answers. I’m sure everyone will
enjoy his presentation.
Continued on page 3
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LBBS 2016 ANNUAL MEETING DATE !
The Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society will
hold its Annual Meeting September 30, 2017
at Black Bayou Welcome Center, Monroe,
LA. The meeting will be held from 9:30 A.M.
until 12:30 P.M. You will not want to miss
Keynote Speaker, Jim Johnson’s presentation!
This year our big door prize is a ground blind.
You must register before the meeting by
contacting emcooper@hughes.net or 318-8783210. You have to be present to win. There
will be more very nice door prizes. No
registration fee for the meeting. Please make
the effort to come out and support our
meeting and LBBS!

Con’t from page 2
From The Perch
Be sure to allow some extra time to
spend at Black Bayou. There is a
wonderful Education Center, as well as
exhibits and a great gift shop in the
Welcome Center. (I ALWAYS find
something to take home!) Take some
time to hike one of the trails and visit the
pier. Black Bayou is always worth the
trip! Don’t forget your camera!
You might want to plan to spend an
extra day and enjoy these things Black
Bayou offers: Fishing, both off the pier
and from a boat ($2 to launch a boat),
canoe and kayak rentals, $20.00 for a half
day. There is a canoe trail marked in the
bayou, great bird-watching, many trails
for walking (A great map is available at
the Visitor’s Center. Prairie
Trail
(concrete), Aboretum Trail (concrete
trail) signs with tree names. Boardwalk
Trail (asphalt and raised boards) other
trails are grass; Learning Center with live
exhibits, Gift shop for souvenirs and
many wildflowers for your enjoyment.

Photo by: Corey Dial, a senior at Bishop Dunne
Catholic School, Dallas. TX. He is in the
process of applying for college (Photography/
Arts Degree). Corey, and his family were on
vacation and traveling through LA late August,
2017. They spent some time at Black Bayou.
He photographed this beautiful Barn Swallow.
His work is beautiful and best of luck to him!

The Refuge is not hard to find.
Located on the east side of Highway 165
North in North Monroe, turn right onto
Richland Place and follow the signs to
the Welcome Center. Looking forward
to seeing you there!
Happy Birding!
Sheryl

Mark Your Calendar!

Photo by: Bernard Duchesne
Female Painted Bunting at Black Bayou
NWR. Con’t on page 4

September 30, 2017
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Photos below taken at Black Bayou Wildlife Refuge Center by: Bernard Duchesne, Dunn,
LA. It is just a sample of what you can see and enjoy there.

Male Blue Grosbeak on top, Prothonotary Warbler on bottom feeding its young in a
tree cavity. (con’t on page 5)
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Photo above by: Bernard Duchesne, Black Bayou National Wildlife Refuge
Photo below by: David Kinneer, VA. So fitting for our program on photography!
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The Oddest Year
Barb Allen

2016 has to go down in history as the
“oddest” year in regards to bluebirding, at
least for me. I am so thankful for BRAW
(Bluebird Restoration Association of
Wisconsin, a NABS Affiliate) and my
incredible support team. I have encouraged
all monitors to attend the yearly conventions
as this is where I met my great support team
whom I email and call for advice.
This year I have had many unusual nest
changes, but one is a history maker. This box
is on a dead-end street in Green Bay with a
farm house at the end and farm fields on both
sides. I was happy to find a bluebird nest in
this box on April 30th. Unfortunately when I
returned for my second check on May 8th, I
found it replaced with a Tree Swallow nest.
My next visit on May 18th found three Tree
Swallow eggs. To my surprise on May 25th,
I found four bluebird eggs in a new bluebird
nest. This year was my first experience when
there was another species of bird’s eggs
along with a nest that was removed and taken
over by a bluebird. I don’t know if any other
species of bird helped the prior tenant or if
the bluebird did it. Because of such odd
happenings, I decided to check the nest the
following day and found a fifth bluebird egg.
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When I returned on June 3rd, I could
not believe my eyes. The five bluebird
eggs were still present but there were an
additional four white eggs the exact same
size, which I knew were bluebird eggs. I
have been monitoring for six years now
and have had white bluebird eggs in the
past. This meant that there were two
separate female bluebirds.
After the
bluebird hen laying blue eggs was finished,
it appeared the “white-egg” hen eggdumped on four separate days. Or did she
chase the “blue-egg” hen out of the nest to
take over? I sent out an “SOS” text picture
message to three coordinators.
Bob Tamm, Coordinator for Waukesha
and Milwaukee counties, who had
presented at out Annual Convention,
immediately responded and encouraged me
to make sure I got good pictures of each
stage as he felt this was a great Wisconsin
Bluebird article in the making. He
recommended I let nature take its course
and see what happened. I took his advice
and did take more pictures. I did decide to
call in the expert in Wisconsin, Dr. Kent
Hall. After our conversation, he felt the
only thing that could have occurred was the
first “blue-egg” hen had been ousted by the
“white-egg” hen. He felt that the five blue
eggs were probably going to be non-viable
eggs and suggested I test one, or wait the
19 days to be sure. I opted to wait. I had
initially calculated the hatch date to be
June 8. I talked to Kent on June 9th, but
decided to wait until at least a white egg
hatched before destroying the blue eggs.
At 9:00 a.m. on June 10th, I witnessed the
first blue egg hatch. I was ecstatic.
I returned at 11:00 a.m. to find four
Con’t on page 5

Con’t from page 3
The Oddest Year
hatched. By 4:00 p.m., all five blue eggs
had hatched and four white eggs remained.
Gene Birr, Oconto County Coordinator,
suggested that if I had nine chicks, I might
want to put a few in another nest but Bob
Tamm felt that keeping them together would
be best. I decided to supplement with
mealworms and see what happened. I was
willing to
have a larger birdhouse
constructed and move the chicks if all nine
hatched. However, this did not happen.
I waited until the “blue-egg” chicks had
grown, allowing enough time that the white
eggs should have hatched. I then checked
the white eggs and each one was found to be
non-viable.
Fortunately the “blue-egg”
chicks fledged on June 28th. I hoped that
there would be a second brood in this house
by the same pair so that I would know if it
was the “blue-egg” hen or the “white-egg”
hen that had raised the first brood. I
removed the nest and cleaned out the house
to prepare it for a second brood.
I found a bluebird nest in the box on July
5th. I was sure it was the same bluebird pair
that had made the nest as this was the only
bluebird nest I had in this area. On July
11th, I found three blue eggs with the fourth
egg present on July 12th. I am fairly sure
now that indeed a “white-egg” hen eggdumped the four eggs in the “blue-bird”
hen’s nest during the first brood. It’s
fascinating to think she did this on four
separate days!
Although I didn’t see nine bluebirds in
one brood, I was able to see nine fledglings
from my very special nestbox during two
broods!

Article used with permission from Bluebird
Journal of The North American Bluebird
Society, Summer 2017, Volume 39. No. 3
This article originally appeared in
Wisconsin Bluebird, the newsletter of
BRAW, for Bluebird Restoration
Association of Wisconsin.
Editor’s Note: I had nine bluebird eggs (all
blue) laid in my backyard nestbox. We had
a camera in the box and witnessed the whole
event. We saw one female working on the
nest and another one came in while she was
working with a mouth full of pine needles.
The one that was there flew out and the one
bringing the needles placed them and did
her thing. This went on until the nest was
built. When the first female laid, she left the
box, and in about 45 minutes, the second
one came in and laid. This happened every
day until 9 were laid. The first day after all
eggs were laid, we saw both females on the
nest in the box that night. The next morning.
We saw only one female, and never saw the
second female again. Bluebird experts that I
contacted said they felt it was a mother/
daughter situation the reason they were
fairly tolerant of each other.
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Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society

Joan Brown, Secretary/Treasurer
41 Hays Drive
Rayville, LA 71269
Www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
{ } New Member

{ } Renewal

NAME:___________________________________________________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP:________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:____________________________________
{ } Individual—————————————————$

7.50

{ } Family —————————————————–- $ 15.00
{ } Lifetime————————————————— $ 250.00
{ } Organization————————————————$ 25.00
{ } Small Business——————————————–-$ 25.00
{ } Corporation————————————————-$ 100.00
{ } Donation————————————————— $_____
Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued unless
specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a matching gifts
program to augment your contributions. Inquires for information concerning matching
gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 50l © charitable organization and contributions are tax
deductible as allowed by law.
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