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Photo by: Nancy Melle, NW Georgia
A special thanks to Nancy for allowing us to enjoy her beautiful photography. She posted it
to the Face Book Bluebird-L Forum. Have you enjoyed your bluebirds courtship and
enduring character of raising their brood as much as I have this season?
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It’s hard to believe its June already! This
year is flying by! I hope everyone is having
a fun and productive nesting season. It’s
also gardening season, so consider
introducing plants into your landscaping
that will attract Bluebirds and other wild
birds to your yard. Some choices are
blackberry, blueberry, chokecherry,
elderberry, viburnums, bayberry, juniper,
highbush cranberr y, wint erberry,
serviceberry, pokeweed, currant, firethorn,
hackberry or arrowwood. Vining plant
choices include grape, Virginia creeper or
honeysuckle.
If you’re plagued with
poison ivy, now you can look on the bright
side: it produces berries that attract
birds…..though I must admit, we fight it
tooth and nail! Planting for the birds will
increase visitors to your yard and double
your fun.
It’s time to start keeping a close eye on
temperatures and humidity. While we’ve
been blessed with a lovely mild spring, we
are starting to see summer temps and
humidity. This can stress hatchlings in the
nest. Keep some solar screening on hand
to provide extra protection and cooling
when the summer temps start to rise.
Spring and summer are good times to
start looking areas that would be suitable
for bluebird trails (5 or more
nestboxes).
Golf courses, public or
commercial businesses with expansive
lawns and trees, the grounds of hospitals or
nursing homes, etc., can provide wonderful
habitat.
Con’t on page 6
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LBBS 2017 ANNUAL MEETING
The Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
will hold its annual meeting on Saturday,
September 30th at Black Bayou Welcome
Center, Monroe, Louisiana. The meeting
will begin at 9:30 A.M. with registration and
coffee hour and will close at 12:30 P.M.
Jim Johnson, LeCompte, is our keynote
speaker. His program is about photography
and you will enjoy this outstanding
presentation!
There is no registration fee. Wonderful
door prizes will be given. Bring a friend or
two and enjoy the morning with us!
Mark Your Calendar!
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Dealing With The Intelligent Snake
Evelyn Cooper
We have many predators to deal with in
Louisiana. Ranking up at the top of the list is
the climbing snakes of a good many species. I
started out by putting up the box and mostly
learning the hard way. One box was my first
endeavor in the yard and luck was with me the
first year. I decided to put up four more
making it a trail the second year and that is
when my education in monitoring bluebirds
began. One box on a pole with no guard had
babies in it and in a tree nearby, a Cardinal
had babies in a nest. I checked it too. They
both had eggs and I was a happy camper. The
day the eggs hatched, I checked on them and
all the babies in the bluebird box except one
was gone and all of the Cardinal babies were
gone. With the help of Sheryl, my daughter, I
got my first computer and was soon hooked
up with the Cornell Bluebird Listserv and got
instant answers to my problems. I also bought
all the bluebird books I could find.
It was very clear I needed a guard on the
pole to stop the snakes. My husband built
what he thought would deter the snakes. It
was like a wooden platform below the box. I
greased the poles with axel grease and one
morning I checked the trail and found the
grease all over the pole and where the snake
had climbed on the platform and right on up
to the box. After all this transpired, we
installed the Ron Kingston Stovepipe guard
on all the boxes. It is not 100% safe, but I
found it to be close to it. It was in my 14th
year of monitoring that I found where one had
gotten to the box. Grease on the pole will be
spread up to the box by the snake and that
lets you know. Also, they take the eggs/
babies and leave the nest intact. Some snakes
can stand up high enough to attach themselves
to the seam of the stovepipe and climb it. If
the grass is large enough, they can climb up it
and reach over to the guard and get to the box.
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I had a box too close to a “guy” wire at a
light pole. Several years went by without
problems, but one day I was driving by it
and to my amazement, I saw some Starlings
helping the Bluebirds dive-bomb the
nestbox. I slammed on my brakes and ran to
the box, and the snake was in it and had
quite a feast for himself. There was no sign
the snake had climbed the pole, so I am
certain it was a very long snake that
managed climb the guy wire and reach over
and attach to the box. The box was
immediately move farther away from the
wire. I still see the image in my mind of the
Starlings helping the Bluebirds fight the
snake and remember the warm feeling it
gave me! You know, the Starling is a
predator too!
Getting back to the other box where the
grass had grown too high, I installed a 36 x
36 piece of hardware cloth just beneath the
box and above the stovepipe. That was five
years ago and it is still working beautifully.
You can use vinegar to keep the ground
around the box clean as it will kill all the
weeds and grasses. I use this on my trail
because it is very difficult to keep grasses
and weeds down. Even when the land is
bush hogged, it is hard to do it up close to
the box.
The Ron Kingston stovepipe guard has
hardware cloth in the top of the stovepipe.
Sometimes during a bad storm and many
years of such conditions, the cloth gets
move around on the pole and there can be a
space large enough for a snake to climb up
the pole and go right through the hardware
cloth and get to the box. I had this happen
one time. I saw the snake’s head in the hole
as I was approaching the box. I ran to my
car and got a very long screw driver.
Con’t on page 4

Con’t from page 3
Dealing With The Intelligent Snake
I opened the box and put the screw driver
under the nest and threw all of its contents
out on the ground. The snake had eaten all
of the babies except one and it was still
alive. The snake crawled off. I rescued the
baby and took it home with me. This
happened on my trail at the Poverty Point
State Park in Delhi. I had a brood of 4 in
the backyard the same age and I placed the
baby in with them. We had installed a
camera in this box and we watched as the
parents accepted this baby as their own and
fed it. It fledged along with the others.
Snakes have a very keen sense of smell.
They can see the activity going on and a few
days before fledging, the activity in the box
is so great, it surely makes the smell easier
for predators. Experts tell us that is why a
great number of boxes are predated right
before fledging.
The experts also tell us that snakes
remember WHERE they found that
wonderful meal on a pole! Just think how
many babies one snake can devour in one
nesting season! This is why we must be
diligent with maintaining our boxes and
monitoring them regularly.
It is not common to find the poisonous
snakes in boxes, but Keith Kridler , Mt.
Pleasant, TX, says he did find one in his
many years of monitoring. However, where
I live I have to watch the ground every step.
I vividly remember checking my trail at the
state park one day. I started up the side walk
and looked up and there was a huge
moccasin lying in the path. I got close
enough to get a picture to be sure of its
identity (but far enough away to be safe!)
Maybe Santa will bring me some snake
boots!

Photo by Sheryl Cooper Bassi
The stovepipe guard will wobble at the
bottom when properly installed. This helps
to deter four legged predators.
Grit, grime and dirt builds a up on the
guard. You can easily remove it with wiping
it down lightly with steel wool. The snakes
can use the dirty guard to attach themselves
to it and climb to the box. Guards can be
left unpainted, but they look nice in yards
especially a front yard if they are painted!
I have found that the cone guards do not
stop snakes. I have seen videos of snakes
climbing right past the cone guard right up
to the box. The snake got its meal and climb
right back down the cone guard.
Con’t on page 5
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Con’t from page 4
Dealing With The Intelligent Snake
Placing nestboxes on tree trunks,
hanging them on limbs and putting the on
fence posts in southern states is a “no, no”.
Snakes and other climbing predators can
easily get to them.
I mentioned that the grease on my poles
shows if anything such as a snake has
crossed it. It also is put there for another
very important reason and that is to stop
ants from getting to the box. Ants can be as
deadly to the contents of the box as the
snake. Grease serves for two purposes. You
can find all purpose grease in the
automotive section at Wal-Mart.
Photo by: William Lee, Pascagoula, MS
William’s beautiful photo shows Mama
Blue has chosen something fluffy to add to
her nest as they often do. William is a
member of the Face Book Bluebird-L of
which I am a member. He so graciously
shares his beautiful photography with the
Listserv and LBBS.

Photo by: Cynthia LeBlanc, Lafayette
Cynthia’s husband, Robert made his
version of the hardware cloth when the
snake entered a box. Robert installed it
above the cone guard and it worked
great! He cut theirs in a rounded shape.
Photo bottom right: By Evelyn Cooper
I was so surprised when I found this clutch of
eight eggs in one of my boxes on my trail on
the first cycle.. The most our females lay in the
south is six. I feel certain two females were
involved in the laying. Isn’t it a beautiful
clutch! Only five hatched.
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Con’t from page 2
Many times owners or administrators are
very open to allowing someone to place a
trail on their grounds when assured that the
monitoring and maintenance of the trail
would be seen to. Member Tom Allen has
turned the entire village of Oak Ridge into a
bluebird trail. LBBS is always happy to
help to get a new trail started. Just contact
any Officer of Board Member with your
ideas.
I hope all of you can “save the date” for our
2017 Annual Meeting. We will be at Black
Bayou Wildlife Refuge in Monroe, which is
always fun. The meeting is set for Saturday,
September 30 with the social hour starting
at 9:30AM and the meeting beginning at
10AM.
Our speaker is wildlife
photographer Jim E. Johnson, who will be
giving us some lessons in wildlife
photography.
It promises to be
exciting! Feel free to bring a friend or
neighbor who may be a “shutterbug” even if
birds aren’t their hobby of choice; Jim’s
lessons are great for all. I look forward to
seeing all of you there!
Happy Birding!
Sheryl

Photo by: David Kineer, VA
Juveniles hanging together.
Incoming Board Members
Board members presented to the
membership for vote
at our annual
meeting are:
Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge
Carolyn Martin, Many
Tom Allen, Oak Ridge
John Tidwell, Monroe
LBBS Welcomes New Members!
Members of LBBS are happy to have nine
new members listed below. Our contact
information is on our website and we are
ready to help. Enjoy your bluebirds!
Deanna & Gordon Griggs, Lake Charles
Sarah Goings, Leesville
Linda Ward, Zwolle
Betty Jo Manasco, Leesville
Cheryl Russell, Many
Mary Lee Ligon, Many
Francis & Patricia Bride, Lake Charles
Ester Docet, Lake Charles
Lavender Falls LLC, Hornbeck

Photo by: Lesa Evans Morris So. MS
Waiting for lunch!
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Pole Guards
Some bluebirders prefer using a guard on the pole or post on whch the
nestbox is mounted. Wide-diameter guards are better than narrow. Guards
designs that have proved tobe successful include the Kingston Stove Pipe
Guard, the Zeleny Cone and the PVC Baffle
Kingston Stove Pipe
This guard, designed by Ron Kingston, deters snakes, raccon,s opossums and
cats.
Material List:
Galvanized stove or vent pipe, 8 inch diameter x 24 inches long
1/2 inch hardware cloth (flexible wire mesh)
2 hanger iron straps, 7 inches long
1 No. 8 B32 x 3/4-inch machine screws and nuts.
Instructions:
1. Use tin snips (0ffset are best) to cut a hardware cloth circle that is 2”
wider than the stovepipe. Be careful of cuts and scrapes.
2. Cut a small hole or “x” in the middle of the circle (the diameter of your
pipe—usually 1/2 to 1 inch.)
3. Put the circle over the top of the stovepipe. Then bend the edges down
one inch all around so it fits tightly INSIDE the stovepipe.
4. Cut three tabs in the top of the stovepipe. Bend these over the ardware
cloth.
5. Bolt the two strips of hanger iron (or a hose clamp) securely on either
side of the mounting pipe, and bend them to support the hardware cloth.
Duct tape wrapped around the pole helps hold the hanger iron in place.
6. Double-check that there are no gaps that would allow snakes to squeeze
through. You can take a slotted screw driver and use it to pry the
hardware cloth up against the stovepipe sides.
7. Slip the assembled baffle over the pole until it rests on the hanger iron
bracket. The top of the baffle needs to be at least four feet off the
ground. The baffle should wobble a little discourage climbing predators.
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LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
C/O Joan Brown, Sec/Treas.
41 Hays Drive
Rayville, LA 71269
An organization devoted to conservation of all native cavity-nesting birds
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(This form may be copied and distributed
($15.00, plus $11.00 shipping gives one year membership with free nestbox,
total $26.00)
NAME:________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP CODE:_____________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:_______________________________________________
{ } New Membership

{ } Renewal

__________Individual

$ 7.50

__________Family

$ 15.00

__________Lifetime

$250.00

_________Organization

$ 25.00

__________Small Business

$ 25.00

_________Corporation

$100.00

________Donation

$_______

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued unless
specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a matching gifts
program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information concerning matching
gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are tax
deductible as allowed by law.

An Affiliate of The North American Bluebird Society

