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Photo by: Mark LeBlanc
Mark and Elizabeth LeBlanc, Bourg, LA, joined LBBS just recently. Mark found us on
our LBBS website and wrote to me asking about plans and information on nest boxes. He
said they had seen Bluebirds on their property. He received one of our boxes that we give
with a membership, with them paying the cost of shipping. He had a couple of boxes already
up and it seems Mama Blue didn’t pick ours! Maybe on the second cycle.
I chose this picture out of the ones he sent to me because it shows the parent had chosen
an earth worm to take to the babies. Earth Worms are very bad for babies when that is all
they have to eat. Sometimes, the parents will choose an earth worm even when other insects
are available and one or two will not hurt them.
Con’t on page 3
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From The Perch
By:
Emily Winners
President
Photo By:
Emily Winners
Lecompte, LA
As a permitted mammal wildlife
rehabilitator, I receive many calls about
orphaned and injured baby birds during the
nesting season. Most have fallen (or
jumped) from the nest, or the nest has been
destroyed by a storm or predator. While
bluebirds typically do not leave the nest
until they’re able to fly, many other species
such as cardinals tend to make the “great
escape” before they’re ready. Here are just
a few things to consider if you encounter a
baby bird:
If the baby has feathers, eyes are open,
and it hops away from you, the best policy
is to leave it alone. The parents will
continue to care for the baby until it is able
to fly. If you have a dog or cat, remove
them (if possible) from the area for a week
or two.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!!!
LBBS Annual Meeting
October 3, 2015
If you find a baby with little or no
feathering, and you can reach the nest, put Black Bayou Welcome Center Monroe, LA
Featured Speaker: James Dean, Marion
it back. If the nest has been destroyed, is
out of reach, or can’t be found, a new one
Evelyn Cooper, Delhi, and
can be made out of small container or
Andrea Alexander, Prairieville
basket. Adequate drainage is a must, and
will
share
unusual experiences on the trail
there are many options for nesting material.
Come and bring a friend or two!
Secure the new nest to the tree with duct
tape, and move away from the area as the
parents will not return if you are near.
Fortunately for bluebirds and a few other
LBBS Welcomes New Members
species, the babies can be placed into other
boxes with birds of the same age and
species. Take care when doing this, as you Michael W. Moody, Baton Rouge,
do not want to overload the parents who Andrea Alexander, Prairieville,
Butch Thurmond, Slidell,
are trying to feed all those babies!
Kathy Allen, Chatham
Con’t on page 7
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Con’t from page 1

Outsmarting Squirrels
By: Mary Roen
River Falls, WI

However, if the weather is bad and you see
that is all the babies are being fed, it is time
to help out. That’s when you supplement
feeding with the wonderful banquet mix or
meal worms. I prefer the banquet mix as it is
healthier for them and so easy to keep on
hand.
See:
http://www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org/
supplemental.asp

I will admit it I have a problem in my
backyard. I have tried many things to
outsmart them, but it seems they just figure
out a way to outsmart me. I guess their
hunger for my bird food is a strong
motivator. I have a double shepherd’s hook
pole that I use for my woodpecker station.
On it I serve peanuts, suet, and a peanut
butter/lard/cornmeal concoction that the
If the babies are fed only Earth Worms, woodpeckers, nuthatches, and chickadees
they will soon get diarrhea and dehydrate love. Unfortunately, so do the squirrels.
and die.
They thought they had died and gone to
heaven when they succeeded in climbing the
pole and feasting on my offerings. O.K., I
thought, I will get globe cages that contain a
feeder and then you little varmints won’t be
able to get at the food. It worked— for the
gray squirrels only.
The red squirrels
squeezed through the openings in the cage
that even the Hairy and Red-bellied
Woodpeckers hadn’t been able to do!
I really wanted to keep the double
shepherd’s hook since I could get three
feeders on it. A cone baffle that opened to fit
around the pole wasn’t big enough to keep
the squirrels from getting around it. The
larger plastic dome baffles couldn’t slide
around the top or the base of the pole.
Surely, I thought, I can be craftier than a
bunch of squirrels! I mount my bluebird
nestboxes on the rebar/conduit combination
poles and that gave me an idea. I saw off the
bottom of the shepherds hook pole leaving
about three feet. I pounded a 5-foot piece of
1/2 inch rebar at least two feet into the
ground an slid a 6-foot section of 1/2 inch
EMT conduit over the rebar. That left 3 feet
of empty conduit at the top. I then fastened
Photo by: Mary Roen
the large plastic domed baffle to the conduit
pole and slid the shortened shepherd hook
Con’t on page 4
Con’t from page 2
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Con’t from page 3

Advice for New Bluebirders
By: Bet Zimmerman Smith

Outsmarting Squirrels

There is a wealth of information and
varying opinions on how to attract and enable
successful bluebird nesting.
However,
sometimes too much information can be
overwhelming for the beginner. Here is some
bottom-line advice to help you get started. Do
those things, and your odds of success will be
much higher.
NEXTBOX: Buy or build a well-constructed
nestbox specifically designed for bluebirds.
Moisture should not be able to enter a nestbox
during a storm. (a )
GET EDUCATED:
Learn from the
experiences of others. Read about the basics.
Buy a good book on bluebirds hat explains
how to identify birds, nests, and eggs,
correctly monitor an active nestbox, and
prevent/deal with problems. (b)
Contact a bluebirding association or check
out an online bluebirding forum
Expect to make some mistakes and even
have some disasters, but don't give up. Many
successful bluebirders made lots of mistakes
in the beginning, e.g. putting a nestbox made
out of cardboard on a tree stump surrounded
by bread crumbs that attracted House
Article used with permission from the Sparrows.
Bluebird, Journal of The North American PLACEMENT: Put the box up-it won’t
Bluebird Society, Spring s 015, Volume 37, attract bluebirds if it’s sitting in your garage.
Put it in a somewhat open, grassy area. ©
No. 2
Face the entrance away from prevailing
winds, in an area protected from excessive
Thank You!
Butch Thurmond, Slidell, LA is one of heat during summer months,. If it’s not on
your property, get permission first. Put boxes
our most recent members to join LBBS.
50-300 feet away from brushy areas to avoid
He is an outdoor writer and is Staff
Writer for Marsh & Bayou, a magazine problems with House Wrens.
in his hometown, in which he recently SAFTEY: Mount the box so that nesting
birds are protected from predators such as
wrote a bluebird article. He gave LBBS a
very nice plug and we thank him very cats, rats, snakes, raccoons (e.g.), put a
predator guard on a metal mounting pole), and
much. He is also a retired oceanographer.
Con’t on page 5
Pole in to the conduit and voila! My new
squirrel-proof feeder system!
I hung my feeders and watched from
inside the house. Very soon, a red squirrel
pranced over to the pole and defiantly
climbed p to it expecting a feast. He ran
right into the baffle, which stopped him
cold. He looked toward the house as if to
say, “What the heck?”! I couldn’t help
grinning and taking a few pictures. This
was a couple of months ago and I have not
seen any squirrels get to the feeders. The
pole is placed far enough away from trees
or branches that they can’t be accessed by a
flying leap, either. My only concern is if
the snow gets deep enough this winter, a
pole-vaulting squirrel will vault himself
over the baffle. Do you think the neighbors
will have me committed if I take the snow
blower out to clear the snow from around
the bird feeders? If anyone feels badly for
the squirrels, a friend gave me two large
bags of black walnuts and I put some on
the ground by the feeders each time I fill
them, as a consolation prize.
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Con’t from page 4
Advice for New Bluebirders

Monitors group on Yahoo.com. Other
resources:

and vandals. Don’t use pesticides in or
around boxes.
KILLER BIRDS: Learn to identify, and
take steps as necessary to manage House
Sparrows and European Starlings. These
pest birds are not native and must not be
allowed to nest in your box. Any other
(native) bird is protected by law, and their
nests/eggs cannot be disturbed.
MONITOR: Monitoring includes opening
the nestbox at periodic intervals, being able
to recognize problems and taking appropriate
action, if necessary.
REHABBER: If problems or injuries occur
to birds, you will need to quickly locate a
local licensed wildlife rehabilitator. Jot
down your first choice and an alternate
rehabber and keep in a convenient location.
Search online for a list of rehabbers by state,
or contact your state wildlife management/
environmental protection agency. (d)
CLEAN out the nestbox periodically (e.g.)
after babies have fledged) (e)
Footnotes with more information:
(a) As a test, put the box under a sprinkler
for a few hours.
(b) More information and help: Benefit from
lessons learned by others by reading
books, joining a bluebirding forum, and/
or joining a bluebirding society. A local
or regional bluebird organization can
provide region-specific advice. In-depth
information on all bluebird-related topics
can be found by searching online or
v i s i t i n g. w w w . s i a l i s . o r g
or
www.nabluebirdsociety.org. If you have
ANY bluebird-related question, need a
quick response in an emergency, or
simply want to connect with other
bluebirders, you can join the Bluebird
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* Detailed tips and tools at www.sialis.org
(especially see Basics, Resources, and
Nestbox Handout) and the NABS factsheets
at www.nabluebirdsociety.org.
* Book recommendations: My favorite is
The Bluebird Monitor’s Guide by Cynthia
Berger, Keith Kridler, and Jacks Griggs. If
you are looking for a very short book on
basics, Enjoying Bluebirds More by Julie
Zickefoose is good.
* Bluebird societies
* Listservs: The Bluebird Nut Café and
Garden Web’s Bluebirding Forum
(c) Install nestboxes away from thickets if
House Wrens are in your area.
(d) Your local rehabber would probably
appreciate a call from you well in
advance of the busy nesting season, to
provide directions to the facility/home,
tips on transporting injured birds and
how to keep them warm, as well as other
tips and preferences.
(e) Dispose of them away from the nestbox
or in the trash to avoid attracting predators.
Article used with permission from the
Bluebird Journal of the North American
Bluebird Society.
Spring 2015, Volume 37, No. 2
Bet Zimmerman Smith is a NABS Life
Member and Board Member, a frequent
contributor to Bluebird, and creator/
webmaster of the extremely informative
website, www.sialis.org , where this article
originally appeared in a slightly different
format.

This picture represents a
big “NO, NO”. I have seen
seven of these boxes on
power poles on a trip I
make sometimes weekly
for at least five years now.
One box had a nest and the
door was protruding out. I
wonder if a snake feasted
on eggs or babies. I did see
a House Sparrow sitting on
the roof of one of the
boxes. The grass at the
bottom of the pole is a
haven for snakes to hide in
and get up the pole.
Photo by: Evelyn Cooper

QUESTION CORNER
By: Lawrence Zeleny
From Sialia, Journal of NABS
Volume 2, Number 3, Summer 1980
Used With permission
The bluebird box plans do not show a
perch under the entrance hole. Does
this indicate that a perch is not
desirable?
Otto McCary
Birmingham, AL
Bluebirds enter nesting boxes with ease
and have no need for perches in front of
the entrance holes. Perches are not
recommended because House Sparrows
find them very useful. The male sparrow
will sit on such a perch by the hour and
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prevent any other bird from entering the
box.
Should a bird house be cleaned out
thoroughly every year? Is it washed
with anything special when it is
emptied?
Robert W. Berry
Denver, NC
All of the contents of a bluebird house
should be removed as soon as possible
after the young birds have left the nest.
Con’t on page 7

Con’t from pg. 2 From The Perch
If you are sure the baby is orphaned
(parents are dead), the birds feel cold in the
nest or box, or it has been brought in by a dog
or cat, chances are you will need to contact a
bird rehabilitator.
Dogs and cats carry
bacteria in their saliva that can travel through
the bird, and eventually kill it, so medical
intervention is a necessity. A rehabilitator can
answer questions, and advise you how to best
handle your particular situation. Remember,
attempting to raise or keep a bird is illegal, so
caring for one is best left to those trained to
do so. If you find yourself in need of a
rehabilitator, a complete list of permitted
Louisiana rehabbers can be found by visiting
the LA Dept of Wildlife & Fisheries, clicking
on Wildlife, and then clicking on Wildlife
Rehabilitators.
We look forward to seeing you at our
annual meeting on Saturday, October 3, at the
Black Bayou Wildlife Refuge in Monroe from
9:30 – 1:30. In addition to the beautiful
scenery, there will be plenty of refreshments
and door prizes. If you have a unique,
interesting, or a “feel good” story to share
about your bluebirding experience, contact me
at emilywinners@msn.com or 318-613-0219
if you would like to be a part of the program.

White eggs in Fran Francis’ box, Lecompte
LA, Bluebirds On The Bayou Trail

Con’t from page 6
QUESTION CORNER
It is not necessary to wash the house, but
if mites are present it is advisable to dust
the inside of the house lightly with 1%
rotenone powder or spray it with a
pyrethrin spray.
(Editor’s Note) Many people now days
do wash the boxes out if they are so dirty
and messy (and sometimes they are) A
very mild solution of Clorox water is
used to scrub down the walls and ceiling
and then let air dry.
I have had a problem with wasps in
nesting boxes. I have tried insect
repellents and have also coated the
inside top of the boxes with a heavy
layer of wax, but have had little success
in getting rid of them. Can you suggest
a solution?
A.V. Emmott
Houston, TX
If nesting boxes are monitored weekly
any wasps’ nests found are usually very
small and contain not more than one or
two wasps. The can be easily removed
by hand. But, be careful if a large nest
with many wasps is found in a box the
safest procedure is to spray the inside of
the box with an aerosol Pyrethrin spray.
This is best done in the evening when all
of the wasps are in the nest. The spray
should be directed through the entrance
hole without opening the box. The hole is
then promptly plugged with a wad of
paper or cloth. The next morning the nest
and its contents can be safely removed.
Editor’s Note:
Now days it is
recommended to rub Ivory Bar soap on
the ceilings and sides of the wall to stop
wasps from making houses. Start early in
the season when the weather is cool. Get
ahead of them.
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