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The Need To Monitor
Article from Sialia NABS Bluebird Journal, Volume 1, Number , 1980
Without monitoring, a bluebird trail cannot produce its potential of young bluebirds. They
need your assistance! Vandalized boxes need repair and probably to a less conspicuous
place. House Sparrows need to be displaced, discouraged, or done away with. Maybe the
nestbox should be moved to a less sparrow-prone location.
Remember, all native species using your nestboxes must be allowed to complete their
nesting cycle. However, if you want to discourage native competitors, keep careful notes in
your nestbox records and move the box to a better location after the wrens or titmice are
done with it.
Con’t on page 3
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From The Perch
By:
Emily Winners
President
Photo By:
Emily Winners
Lecompte, LA
As expected, spring in Louisiana has
once again been unpredictable. One sure
thing, though, is our bluebird pairs are in
full swing with nesting activities. Before
they choose a home, however, be sure your
boxes are ready to accommodate a bluebird
family. Three very important things to
keep in mind when checking your boxes:
Are the roofs on my boxes in good
shape? A split or warped roof will
allow water in, a dangerous situation
for nestlings, especially with cold
spring temperatures.
 How are the floors in my boxes holding
up? A rotting floor could spell disaster
for baby birds if it decides to give way?
 Are my entrance holes still the proper
size? Squirrels and woodpeckers are
notorious for enlarging the holes,
allowing larger birds and other
predators access to the box. A metal
hole protector, either homemade or
purchased from a bird supply store,
should put an end to the pecking and
chewing.
In the June 2014 issue of the Bayou
Bluebird Nest News, I included some basic
tips for monitoring your boxes once they’re
occupied. Here is a recap:
 When approaching, let the female know
you’re in the area. Whistling or gently
tapping on the side of the box will alert
her to your presence. If she doesn’t
leave the box, check it a later time.
 Open the door slowly, standing to the
side of the box just in case Mom
decides it’s time to vacate the premises.
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LBBS Welcomes New Members
LBBS welcomes Michael Moody, Baton
Rouge, LA;
Mark and Elizabeth LeBlanc, Bourg, LA.
The LeBlanc’s put up a LBBS box at noon
on February 6th and reported at 1:00 P.M. a
pair of bluebirds were checking it out!
Thank You!
A special thank you to Shirl Cook, Luling,
LA for her very generous “end of the year,
2014” donation to the Louisiana Bayou
Bluebird Society. Shirl has been a member
for a couple of years and is serving as an
observer to the Board of Directors.
Thank You!
Thanks to Harry and Alice Prophit, West
Monroe, LA for their generous donation to
LBBS.
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Why Not Help Bluebirds While You
Shop?
By: Bet Zimmerman Smith
There are plenty of reasons to shop and do
business locally.
For example, local
businesses generally have a much smaller
environmental footprint than big box stores,
they stock locally made or grown items,
quality is often better, and they care about
the community. Small local businesses also
offer diversity and character you wont find in
a chain store. All of the 100 nestboxes on
my bluebird trail were crafted by small
business or bluebird societies.
However, sometimes it makes sense to
buy certain items from a large store, due to
price, convenience, or selection. One of the
largest online stores is Amazon.com which
actually started out as a small business in a
garage. This multi-billion dollar business is
doing pretty good now. And last year,
Amazon.com introduced a painless way for
their customers to do good too. You can
make a small contribution to U.S. nonprofit
organizations like the North American
Bluebird Society (NABS) by shopping
through Amazon.Smile.
Amazon.Smile is a simple and automatic
way to support your favorite charitable
organization when you shop, at no cost to
you. It’s the same shopping experience. The
only difference is that every time you buy an
eligible product, Amazon donates 0.5% of its
purchase price to the charity of your choice.
So for every $100.00 you spend through
Smile.Amazon.Com, they will donate 50
cents to the charity of your choice. It’s not
much, but it could add up, since Amazon has
244 million active customers.
To shop at AmazonSmile, just go to
Smile.Amazon.com from the web browser on
your computer of mobile device. (You may
also want to bookmark Amazon.Smile to
make it easier to always start shopping at
Amazon.Smile)
Con’t on page 4

You should learn how to tell the age, within
a day or two, of the nestlings. At the
appropriate time you can have them banded.
Through careful monitoring you will be able
to know, with a fair degree of accuracy,
whether your bluebirds really fledged or
whether something else happened. Your date
will be only as valuable as you care to make it.
Estimates at the end of the season that your
boxes produced an average of five young ones
does not constitute date. It is guesswork.
Proving that your trail produced 25% more
(or fewer) young per pair of adults than it did
the year before might tell you something really
significant. What are you doing right? Was
predation a factor? Was there extensive
pesticide use in nearby crop areas? Maybe
you’d better ask the farmer about his crop
rotation and rotate your nestboxes according to
his schedule and the needs of your birds.
Frequent monitoring will tell you
whether your probles are and why you are
successful. Once you understand a problem,
you can do something about it. Without
monitoring, you’d have to be an awfully good
sign reader to be sure of anything.
This article is excerpted from “Suggestions for
Organizing a Save the Bluebird Committee,”
which appeared in Sialia (former name of
Bluebird) volume 1 number 2.
Article used with permission from NABS
Bluebird Journal of The North American
Bluebird Society, Volume 35, Number 4.
Editor’s Note: Emily’s Papa Blue seems to
be taking one last look into the box to make
sure all is O.K. for Mama Blue to take the
nesting materials in. The male checks out
potential places for the female to choose to
make the final choice. The male does not help
in the nest building, but watches over her
carefully as she makes many trips for the
material. I have watched them, and it is
amazing how he is so watchful and protective.
Evelyn
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You will be given the option to select the
recipient charity of your choice. There are
over a million organizations to choose from,
and NABS and many of our affiliates are
listed. You can pick NABS by typing “North
American Bluebird Society” in the search box.
100% of the donation amount goes directly
to the charity you choose. Tens of millions of
products on Amazon.Smile are eligible for
donations. (Items not currently eligible are Photo by: Emily Winners
Subscribe and Save, and certain digital
BLUEBIRD HONEYMOON
products like m’3s and video content)
Amazon’s privacy policy indicates they do not
By: Katharine M. Braun
share individual customer information with the
charitable organizations. And to top it all off,
Come along with me, my love,
there’s no upper limit to the amount Amazon
And we will roam the sky;
will give away.
We’ll fly across the meadows,
Offering this option is probably motivated,
And
soar o’er mountains high.
at least in part, by their desire to make their
customers feel good about shopping at
We’ll drink of streams’ pure waters;
Amazon. Andy they get the tax deduction.
Chase butterflies and bees;
But, you still get to do some good. Of course
And when we tire of this, my love,
if people donate less because they already
We’ll rest in shady trees.
gave at the office” while shopping at
Amazon.Smile, charities could suffer.
Then we will search in earnest,
Naturally, you can always donate directly to
Each nook and cranny wide;
the North American Bluebird Society, and
Where
we can raise our family
U.S. Residents can benefit from the tax
Together, side by side.
deduction.
Donations of any amount make a big
There it is, my dearest love.
difference to small organizations like NABS.
Well, goodness! Bless my soul!
Your contributions help fund the publication
Just
waiting there for us, dear one,
you’re reading right now. They enable us to
Our house upon a pole.
develop and distribute educational materials,
support the annual conference, subsidize
A kind a careful craftsman
research programs targeted at learning more
Has
built it strong and true;
about our native cavity nesting birds, and
DO enter into it, my love,
much more. So please consider donating to
And I will follow you.
NABS directly, or indirectly by selection the
North American Bluebird Society, or one of
our affiliates, as your charity of choice when Article use with permission from Sialia
you shop at Amazon.com Your generosity Bluebird Journal of the North American
Bluebird Society, Volume 2, Number 3,
will help fill the skies with blue.
1980.
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Good Help Is Hard To Find

We all know the basic bluebird family
unit is the adult male, adult female, and their
offspring. Mom and Dad bluebird take good
care of their young, and drive away any
other bluebirds that venture too close to the
nest. This territorial behavior is believed to
be the bluebird’s way of blocking other adult
bluebirds from taking over a good nest site
or stealing a mate.
However, if you mange bluebird
nestboxes long enough, sooner or later you
may witness “helpers” at the nest. The
helpers are young birds, still with their
spotted breasts; they bring food items to the
nestbox to feed the nestlings. Typlically,
helpers are the young birds that hatched
from a clutch produced by the adults earlier
in the season, i.e., those helpers are the older
siblings fo the nestlings they are feeding.
The adults tolerate their presence because 1)
they’re helping, and 2) they’re young birds
so they present no threat to take over the nest
site.
But researchers studying Eastern
Bluebirds in Oklahoma witnessed an adult
male helping a pair at their nest. Rather than
drive him away, the mated pair accepted his
help; all three birds fed the lone nestling in
the nestbox and defended the box against a
House Sparrow. The two males seemed
quite chummy and sometimes perched close
to each other.
The researchers offered several possible
explanations for this behavior:
* The helper was the offspring of the
mated pair, i.e., he hatched the previous year
but was still recognizable to the pair as their
son,
* A high rate of predation in the area
made the mated pair more willing to accept
help in order to ensure the survival of the
offspring,
* The mated male had a second mate,
5

And his efforts to support and proted two
families made him more willing to accept
help.
Jennifer L. Burka and Jennifer L. Grindstaff,
2 013 Appearance of a Conspecific Male
helper at the Nestbox of an Easter Bluebird
(Sialia sialis) Southwestern Naturalist 58:386
-388
Article used with permission from Bluebird
Journal of the Northern American Bluebird
Society. Volume 36.
Combating The Fire Ant
By: R.B. Layton
Article used with permission from Sialia,
The Quarterly Journal of the North
American Bluebird Society—Winter
1983, Volume 5, Number 1
A nesting box infested with fire ants
(Solenopsis invicta) is a great
disappointment to any bluebird trail
monitor. Instead of finding healthy young
birds about to fledge, the bluebirder finds a
deserted nest containing bare bones and
feathers– the result of fire ant infestation
which can happen suddenly.
This predatorial ant found its way into
Alabama from South America about 50
years ago. Despite years of chemical
“warfare,” the fire ant has spread from
state to state across the south. It has now
invaded untold acres of farms, forests,
parks, and yards in most of the southern
states.
Even though you may not have
experienced, as yet, fire ant calamity with
your bluebirds, be aware that it can happen
at any time. If there are fire ant hills near
your bluebird boxes, it is time to take some
precautions.
Con’t on page 6
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In the search for a means of preventing
fire ant infestation in bluebird boxes, I have
looked for some way to keep these insects
from reaching the house (killing the ants is a
losing cause) and have come up with the
following technique. By inserting spools
(of the type thread is wound on) over the
nestbox mounting nails before they are
driven into a fence post, and then coating
the spools with an adequate grease, a barrier
is created (Fig. 1). Fire ants will not cross
the grease to get into the box. Experiments
with captured ants to assure the efficacy of
this technique demonstrate that it works.
Through testing I found that STP oil
additive was the most long-lasting substance
under the extremes of southern
temperatures. Other substances, such as
Vaseline and various pigeon goos, hardened
in three weeks or less.
Once it has
hardened, ants can cross the barrier easily.
As an alternative to using spools, the
dried ball of the Sweetgum (Liquid-ambar
styraciflua) has several advantages. It is
almost indestructible and will not split or
crumble when nails are driven through it.
The small holes where “horns” break off
after extra holding power for the grease.
These projections can be broken off prior to
nailing to create a round ball.

Editor’s Note: This article was used from
early beginnings of publications of Sialia,
now Bluebird, Journal of NABS. I am
blessed with many copies that belonged to
the late Leo Terzia, Monroe, LA. After his
passing, his wife, Mrs. Eleanor Terzia,
called me and asked me if wanted all his
bluebird stuff. I was so happy to receive it.

Whether you use spools, Sweet-gum
balls, or some object of your own devising,
it is important to use a well-greased hold-off
to prevent fire ants from reaching yhour
nesting boxes. Carry grease with you as
you monitor your boxes. Touch up with a
one-inch paint brush is quick and easy.

I like to read how people found ways to
protect their boxes and the unique things
they came up with. As most of you know,
we now make a 4 inch or so wide band of
grease around the metal pole, “t” post or if
wood is use, put duck tape on it first and
apply the grease. At any rate, I thought
Mr. Layton’s ideas were neat and he had
the fire ants pegged! They are horrible here
on the Cooper property! Evelyn

In Sympathy
LBBS extends condolences to the Amos
Strain family of Delhi, LA. He was an
avid bluebirder and faithful member of
LBBS and of the First Baptist Church,
Delhi. He will certainly be missed by all.

6

Con’t from page 2
Keep your checks quick!


Avoid handling eggs and disturbing the
nest unless you know there is a problem.



Be prepared to deal with problems in and
around your boxes. For example, be
ready to replace a wet nest with a dry one,
or deal with an infestation of blowflies or
fire ants.



Carry a small garbage bag and gloves for
cleaning out old/unwanted nests, dead
birds, or un-hatched eggs.



Keep a written record to help you
remember important facts about each box,
such as what type of nest was in the box,
how many eggs were laid, and how many
nestlings fledged. Your data can also be
submitted to Louisiana Bayou Bluebird
Society so all results can be sent to the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology to help
scientists learn more about the behavior
and habits of nesting birds.

Photo by Shari Kastri, West Berlin, WI
This is Shari’s female bringing material
to build her nest. Many people in the
northern states report that they have
three nesting cycles which did not use to
be so common.
Shari is an avid
bluebirder and loves all native cavitynesting birds.
Con’t from page 4
Why Not Help Bluebirds While You
Shop?
Bet Zimmerman Smith is a NABS
Lifetime Member and a member of the
board of Directors, maintains the
educational website Sialis.org and a 100
nestbox trail in northeastern Connecticut.

Please fee free to contact me with any
thoughts or suggestions at:
emilywinners@msn.com.
Wishing you all a successful, productive
2015 nesting season!!

Article use with permission from the
Bluebird Journal of the North American
Bluebird Society, Spring 2014, Volume
36, Number 4.

Emily
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