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Beautiful Calvary Baptist Church, at 1155, Highway 594, Monroe, LA, is the venue
for our annual meeting this year. It is so easy to get to from I-20 and Highway 80.
Directions are on page 3. We will have all the room we need for our “bluebird stuff”
and bluebirders! John Tidwell, a LBBS member and officer, and member of Calvary
Baptist, who lives in Monroe, helped us with securing this great place to meet. Special
thanks to you, John!
Keith Kridler, Mt. Pleasant, TX is the keynote speaker this year and you don’t want to
miss it.
Wonderful door prizes and lots of good fellowship and food! No registration fee, just
come!
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From The Perch
By:
Emily Winners
President
Photo By:
Emily Winners
Lecompte, LA
September is here, and finds us bluebird
landlords experiencing that “empty nest”
syndrome. Winter tends to find us slowing
down just a bit, and it’s during this time
that many of us pick up a good book (or the
Kindle, Nook or tablet,) and resume
reading. For those of you who like to do
the same, here is a recap of just a few
books that I’ve enjoyed, and tend to refer
back to time and time again.
The Bluebird Monitor’s Guide to
Bluebirds and other Small Cavity Nesters
is my all time favorite “go to” guide. Coauthored by this year’s guest speaker,
Keith Kridler, it covers EVERYTHING
from attracting, monitoring and building
for the bluebirds. While currently out of
print, it is still available through libraries or
used book stores.
The Bluebird Effect: Uncommon Bonds
with Common Birds by Julie Zickefoose
follows a bird rehabilitator’s work of
rescuing, raising and releasing over 20
different species of birds, many of which
are found in our own backyards. The
author’s beautiful paintings and drawings
throughout the book make it a “must have”
for birders.
For the “do-it-yourselfers”, the new
Audubon Birdhouse Book by Margaret A.
Barker and Elissa Wolfson covers building
nest boxes for our native cavity nesters,
along with structures for out- of-box
nesters as well. Easy to follow plans make
this book one to add to your library!
Please join us for our annual meeting
being held at Calvary Baptist Church in
Monroe on Saturday, October 4 from 9:30
– 1:30. Great bluebird information, door
prizes, good food and fellowship!
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Early Registration For Binoculars!
To be able to get a chance for the door
prize binoculars, you need to register
before the meeting. Just send an e-mail to
emcooper@hughes.net or call 318-878-3210
to have your name put in the box for the
drawing! You have to be present to win the
binoculars. Registration for this door prize
starts now!
Registration for all other door prizes
will be the day of the meeting. No
registration fee.
Please make a special effort to be with
us!!
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Directions to Calvary Baptist
Church For LBBS 2014 Annual
Meeting:
I-20 West Bound:
Turn north at the Milhaven Rd.
Exit (at the old guide
plant). Travel north on Hwy 594,
you will pass Ouachita High
School on the left, Calvary Baptist
Church, 1155, Hwy 594 will be on
the left immediately before you get
to the State Trooper Station (Troop
F).

Keith Kridler, Mt. Pleasant, TX (seated) is our
keynote speaker. He is well known for his great
work with children of all ages. He holds many
nestbox workshops and cuts these nestbox kits
himself for the participants. Shown in the photo at
bottom are smiling faces with their finished product.
Kudos to Keith for this great effort!

plenty of refreshments and great door prizes, and fun
for all!

I-20 East Bound:
Exit off I-20 and turn left on
overpass which will be Milhaven
Rd. Travel north on Hwy 594, you
will pass Ouachita High School on
the left, Calvary Baptist Church,
1155, Hwy 594, will be on the left
immediately before you get to the
State Trooper Station (Troop F)
East or west bound on highway
80, turn south onto highway
594. That intersection can be
identified by a VFW post which
has a Vietnam era helicopter and a
Korean war era cannon parked
adjacent to it in the northwest
corner of the intersection and a
convenience store called “Lion
Stop” in the northeast corner of the
intersection the south turn has
farmland on either side. You
should turn south between the
farms. The church will be on the
right about 1 mile. Troop F is on
the left once you are even with
Troop F you will be able to see the
church on the right.
Please come out and support us
and you’ll have a great time too!
Bring friends and relatives with
you!
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Bird Collisions with Buildings
By
American Bird Conservancy
In the 1970’s, it was estimated by a
leading scientist of bird collisions with
windows, Dr. Daniel Klem, Jr., that between
97.5 million birds were killed by collisions
with windows in the United States every year.
By 2006, Dr. Klem wrote that even the
upper end of his estimate may be highly
conservative, based on subsequent studies that
have found high collision rates in a variety of
settings, from suburban office parks to lowand high-rise commercial buildings in urban
settings. Many of the victims are birds whose
populations are in decline. These collisions
represent a significant, increasing, and largely
invisible problem that has only recently come
to be more widely acknowledged by
conservationists and governments.
Such
collisions represent another of the cumulative
impacts on bird populations struggling to
survive habitat loss and degradations, pesticide
poisoning, predation by cats, and other
collision threats. Collisions with buildings are
both a daytime and a nighttime hazard.
At night: the intrusion of light into migratory
bird flyways poses added danger to an already
perilous journey. The interior and exterior
lights on tall buildings and bright uplights
used for decorative illumination of
monuments, government offices, parking
garages, and other structures of all heights
emit light fields that can entrap birds. The
birds are reluctant to fly from a well-lit area to
a dark one, particularly during periods of low
cloud cover or inclement weather when views
of the stars and moon, which serve as
navigational aids, are obstructed. The birds
circle repeatedly within the light field, and as
more and more birds are drawn into the light,
they collide with each other and the building,
or fall to the ground from exhaustion. If they
are not killed immediately by the collisions,
they are at risk for death from injuries they
Con’t on page 5
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have incurred, predations on the ground,
and collisions with windows during the
following days.
During the day: stopover migrants and
those that survive night strikes are at risk
from collisions with windows as they seek
cover and food to build up their fat
reserves and resume migration.
Surrounded by windows in urban and
suburban buildings, birds are at risk
because they are not able to perceive clear
or reflective glass as a barrier to be
avoided. It is likely that all buildings kill
some birds, yet we know that certain
configurations of glass are particularly
dangerous, including windows that reflect
habitat and sky; “see-through” corridors
where transparent glass provides views
through corners, walkways or other
surfaces to internal and external greenery;
attractants, such as bird feeders placed
within 3-50 feet of glass, and buildings
located in bird-rich areas and along
migratory flyways. The collision threat
posed by windows has increased with the
number of new buildings, and as more of
our modern buildings are wrapped in glass
exteriors that use larger panes of highly
reflective plate glass. Green building
certification programs promote the use of
glass to increase natural light (a technique
known as “daylighting”) and other design
elements that have had the unintended
consequence of increasing the danger of
these otherwise “green” buildings to birds.
Mortality associated with window strikes
is profound. Studies have documented that
between 50%-90% of birds involved in
collisions die, usually from internal
hemorrhaging.
Membership Renewal Reminder!!!!



Con’t from page 4
The Solutions
Light: In practical terms this is the easiest
problem to solve by simply turning off
unnecessary lights at night. This has the
added advantage of reducing energy
consumption and greenhouse gas emissions
that contribute to global warming. “Lights
Out” programs are most effective when
undertaken on a city-wide basis. Cities such
as Toronto, Chicago, and New York have
involved civic leaders, building owners and
managers, and other stakeholders in
programs that register and recognize
participants, and have saved money,
resources, and the lives of many thousands
of birds as a result.
Windows: For new construction and
renovation of existing buildings, windows
can be designed to reduce collisions by
incorporating patterns in or on the glass, and
muting reflections of habitat and sky to alert
birds to their presence.
Other design
innovations to deter bird collisions include
angling glass downward at an angle of 20
degrees or more to reflect ground instead of
sky, using sunshades, sunscreens, and other
external devices to shield windows, and
situating landscape attractants such as trees
and bird feeders within 3 feet of windows.
Existing windows at both a residential and
commercial scale can be modified or
“retrofitted” with netting, exterior films,
sandblasting, interior window fittings, and
the dense application of decals or other
visible elements, to reduce or eliminate
collisions.
What You Can Do
 Make your habitant, however big or
small it is, safer for birds. Situate your
bird feeder within 3 feet of a window.
 Take a look at you home from a bird’s
perspective to see which windows reflect
habitat and sky, or present a sight
corridor from one side of you home
through to the other.
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Make these visible to birds with
interior blinds and curtains, or
exterior screens, film, or dense
application of decals or tape with not
more than 4” separating a vertical
pattern.
 Resources for screens and exterior
window fil include
www.birdscreen.com and
www.lfdcollidescape.com
 Office workers and residents of
apartment buildings should ask
building managers to have the
exterior vanity lights and flood lights
turned off at night, especially during
migration seasons.
 If you live or work on the upper
floors of a building, keep your blinds
drawn from 10:00 p.m. through
dawn.
 Move house plants away from
windows so birds do not mistake
them for available habitat.
 If you are designing/building a house
or commercial building, make it birdsafe. Consult Bird-Safe Building
Guidelines, available at
www.nycaudubon.org and City of
Toronto’s Bird-Friendly
Development Guidelines, available at
www.toronto.ca/lightsout/pdf/
development_guidelines.pdf.
 Join a volunteer program that not
only works with building managers
to reduce light pollution, but rescues
injured and disoriented birds.
 If you find a stunned or injured bird,
follow instructions on the
www.flap.org website.
Click on
Being Bird Friendly, and follow the
link to instructions, or contact your
local wildlife rehabilitation center
( s e e
d i r e c t o r
a t
www.southeasterout doors.com/
wildlife/rehabilators/directory us.html)
Con’t on page 6

Con’t from page 4

Why Do Young Bluebirds Have Spots?

Birds Collisions with Buildings
More Information:
Fatal Light Awareness Program.
www.flap.org
Audubon Chicago Region,
www.lightsout.audubon.org
Lights Out Houston
www.houston.org/lights-out-houston/
Birds and Buildings Forum, Chicago,
www.birdsandbuildings.org
New York City Audubon
www.nycaudubon.org
Article used with permission from
NABS Bluebird Journal of the North
American Bluebird Society
Fall 2009, Volume 31, No. 4

Photo by Christine Boron, VA
If you monitor regularly, you will notice
many times a single egg on the outer edge
of the nest. Experts say this egg is infertile
and the female moves it there. I have
moved one back in the nest many times,
and she will put it back there to remove
later. Christine’s Carolina Chickadee had 4
as you can see!
Visit her bluebird trail blog/website at:
http://woolwinehousebluebirdtrail.com
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The young of many bird species have
drab plumage, sometimes with spots or
streaks on the breast and/or back. This
coloration may help camouflage the young
birds, or may simple be an ancestral trait.
But, the colors might also send the message
to adults: “Hey, I’m a kid! I’m not a threat
to you! I’m not going to steal your
girlfriend!”
To test this in Eastern bluebirds, the
authors presented male bluebird models to
territorial males, 6 meters (6 1/2 yards)
from an active nestbox. And, just in case
the territorial male is keying in on some
other plumage characteristic (such as the
intensity of blue on the head), the
researchers created little bibs to put on the
models; the bibs were either spotted like a
juvenile or all white, to look like a different
species.
Two models at a time were presented to
the territorial males, three different ways: 1)
a juvenile and an adult; 2 an adult wearing
the juvenile-plumage bib and a regular
adult; 3) an adult wearing the juvenileplumage bib and an adult wearing the allwhite bib.
The territorial males were quick to go
after these intruders. In general, they went
after the rufous-breasted adults more often
and more aggressively than they did the
juvenile-breasted models. However, they
did still attack juvenile-breasted models (or
adult with juvenile bib). When shown the
thir pair of models, the males were equally
aggressive toward the white-breasted one
and the juvenile-breasted one.
This suggests that the spots on a bird do
send the message “I’m a kid” to adult males
and, for the most part, the males respect
that (why waste time and energy attacking
someone who’s not a threat?)
Ligon, R.A;l and G.E. Hill. 2009. Do Adult
Eastern Bluebird, Sialia sialis,
Con’t on page 7

your deck railing. We offer our birds
eggshells on the garage roof. The white bits
of shell stand out on the brown shingles.
Why Do Young Bluebirds Have Spots?
Each morning when we toss a handful of
Males Recognize Juvenile-specific Traits? shells onto the roof, the Barn Swallows
Animal Behavior 77:1267-1272.
begin chattering, excitedly, telling all of the
Article used with permission from NABS other birds within hearing that there is a
Bluebird Journal Vol 31 No. 4, Fall 2009
fresh supply.
This guarantees that, come spring, our
Eggshells: A Calcium-rich Supplement
nesting birds will have all the calcium they
for Nesting Birds
need to produce healthy eggshells
By: Bill Thompson, III
themselves.
Editor, Bird Watchers Digest
Note: This article originally appeared in a
The nesting season is the perfect time to slightly different format, in the May/June
make eggshells a part of your bird-feeding 2009 issue of Bird Watchers Digest. It is
offerings. Why eggshells? Female birds, reprinted here with permission.
drained of calcium by egg laying, eagerly Bill Thompson, II is editor of Bird Watcher’s
consume them.
Eggshells will attract Digest and The backyard Birds Newsletter.
several species that normally ignore feeders, He maintains a daily blog, “Bill of the
as well as many of our backyard bird feeder Birds,” at www.birdwatchersdigest.com/
blog.
favorites.
On our farm, we have Eastern Bluebirds, Article used with permission from the
Blue-gray Gnatchatchers, Baltimore Bluebird Journal of the North American
Orioles, Scarlet Tanagers, Easter Kingbirds, Bluebird Society
Northern Mockingbirds, Sparrows, Fall 2009, Volume 31 No. 4
American Goldfinches, and Tree and Barn
Slate of Officers for 2014-1016
Swallows come to the eggshells. Purple
Martin landlords know that martins eagerly To present to the membership for vote at
the annul meeting:
consume eggshells too.
Spring is the ideal time to begin offering
President - Emily Winners
eggshells. First bake them lightly on a
1st Vice President - Marilynn Lewis
cookie sheet at 240 degrees until dry, but
2nd Vice President - Margaret Kemp
not brown. This sterilizes them and makes
Secretary/Treasurer - Sheryl Bassi
them brittle
Recording Secretary - Gladys Ford
We rinse, bake, and save our shells all
Historian - Pauline Humphries
winter long, storing them in old wide-mouth
peanut butter jars. You can fit an amazing
number of shells into a single jar if you Incoming Board Members for 2014-2017
to present for vote at upcoming annual
crush them down as you put them in.
meeting:
You can then crumble them into bite2014-2017
sized bits and spread them on a patch of
Kenny Kleinpeter Carolyn Martin
bare ground, a rock, platform feeder, or
Tom Allen
Evelyn Cooper
Con’t from page 6
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2013-2016
John Tidwell
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1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232
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{ } New Member

{ } Renewal

NAME:__________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP:________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:_____________________________________
{ } Individual—————————————————-$ 7.50
{ } Family ———————————————————$ 15.00
{ } Lifetime——————————————————$250.00
{ } Organization———————————————- $ 25.00
{ } Small Business——————————————-$ 25.00
{ } Corporation————————————————-$ 25.00
{ } Donation——————————————————$_____

Your cancelled check will be your receipt.
LBBS is recognized as a 50l © charitable organization and contributions are tax deductible
as allowed by law.
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