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New Roads Bluebird Trail, New Roads, LA, was established February 26, 2013 by
(left to right) Miles Brashier, Mark Carriere, LSU Ag Center, Richard DeMay,
Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program’s (BTNEP) senior scientist, and
Kenny Kleinpeter, lifetime and board member LBBS, who donated and delivered
the units to them in early March. Miles and Mark will be monitoring and
maintaining the trail. LBBS is excited about this new effort for bluebirds and all
native cavity-nesting birds. Delaina LeBlanc, Miratory Birds Coordinator, acted as
liaison between BTNEP and LBBS and was instrumental in getting the trail
established.
Photo By: Delaina LeBlanc
Thibodaux, LA
Con’t on page 3
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From The Perch
By:
Emily Winners
President
Photo By:
Emily Winners
Lecompte, LA
With nesting season well under way in
this part of the country (some of you are
probably working on your 2nd brood by
now) temperatures are on the rise. Helping
keep your birds comfortable during the
summer heat can be a real challenge.
Temperatures begin to soar, and in many
areas of our state, water becomes scarce.
Installing a bird bath or other type of
drinking station, such as a small pond or
fountain, will provide the birds with a
much needed, and much appreciated water
source. Not to mention a source of
entertainment for you – ever watched a
group of bluebirds enjoying a bath?!
An elevated bird bath will give your
birds a view of their surroundings, and
allow them to avoid possible predators. If
predators are not a problem in your area, an
in-ground water feature will not only
attract your feathered friends, but maybe
also a frog or two (if you, as I do, enjoy
small critters of the four-legged variety)!
Butterflies may also take advantage of the
moist area around your bath, soaking up
necessary nutrients from the soil. Situating
the water feature near a faucet will allow
for easy cleaning and refills.
Another suggestion is running water
through a hose on the ground or making a
mist by hanging the hose and letting it
spray gently. They love the fresh water and
puddles to bathe in. Birds of all species
flock to them especially during the hot
months of July and August.
All that’s left to do is find a
comfortable spot in your home near a
window, sit back, and enjoy the show!
Con’t on page 6
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What: LBBS Annual Meeting
Where: Smith’s Landing, Lecompte
When: September 28, 2013
Time: 9:30 to 1:30
Speaker: Kenny Kleinpeter
Mark your calendar! Great door prizes
will be given. Nikon Binoculars will be
given and registration and attendance at the
meeting is required. There is no registration
fee. Contact information for registration is
e-mail, emcooper@hughes.net or 318-8783210. Folks are already registering.
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BTNEP PARTNER WITH LBBS IN BLUEBIRD TRAIL DEVELOPMENT
By: Delaina LeBlanc, Migratory Birds Coordinator, Thibodaux, LA

BTNEP (Barataria Terrebonne
National Estuary Program) recently
teamed up with the Louisiana Bayou
Bluebird Society and LSU AgCenter’s 4H Club to develop a Bluebird Trail in
New Roads, Louisiana.
BTNEP is one of 28 national estuary
programs in the United States.
Established under the EPA Clean Water
Act to protect coastal resources; BTNEP
is made up of a partnership of
stakeholders working to preserve the
estuary.
Bird conservation is an
important part of this work. The majority
of bird related projects completed by
BTNEP have been on the coast.
Recently, BTNEP’s Richard DeMay,
Senior Scientist and Delaina LeBlanc,
Migratory Birds Coordinator, extended
BTNEP’s outreach to the upper part of
the estuary’s watershed system.
The
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society was
contacted and Evelyn Cooper provided
important information to make the New
Roads Bluebird Trail a success.
In January 2013, Mark Carriere and
Miles Brassier from the LSU AgCenter
were invited by BTNEP to establish and
monitor a Bluebird Trail in New Roads.
An ideal location was proposed by
Carriere and Brassier that exposes and
involves their community to bluebirds
and stewardship.
In March, Kenny
Kleinpeter, a volunteer and lifetime
member of the Louisiana Bayou Bluebird
Society, delivered several nesting boxes
and gave instruction on placement and
care. Later, BTNEP returned with more
nesting boxes and signage for the area.
An energetic group of Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts and Girl Scouts, along with their
siblings and parents, assisted in the
installation of the remaining nesting

Mark Carriere and Richard DeMay get some
serious help from the kids putting up more
nest boxes and signs on the trail.
Photo by: Delaina LeBlanc, Thibodaux, LA

boxes. A total of eight boxes were installed
near a walking trail by the New Roads Civic
Center on Major Parkway.
Thanks to Evelyn Cooper, Kenny Kleinpeter
and Emily Winners, the Louisiana Bayou
Bluebird Society and Mark Carriere and Miles
Brassier from the LSU AgCenter for their
support and assistance in this project! To learn
more about BTNEP, please visit:
www.btnep.org
Delaina LeBlanc
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Here is the finished
product along with
some of the children
that participated in the
work on the New
Roads Bluebird Trail,
New Roads, LA.
Photo by:
Delaina LeBlanc
Thibodaux, LA

Leaders Delaina LeBlanc, Mark Carriere and Richard DeMay with the group of Boy and
Girl Scouts that received a nice learning experience and will be involved as the trail
progresses. 4-H kids will be involved also. Richard handed out bird related items to the
children.
Photo by: Delaina LeBlanc
4

You pull up all sorts of current dated bee
keeping forums and bee journals from the
early 1900’s, and you will see that there are
wide ranges of species of birds that hobbyist
beekeepers are watching eating the honey
bees at and or near their bee hives.
Mockingbirds, various species of Jays and
various species of sparrows will congregate
at or near the entrance to bee hives. Lots of
adult honey bees die each day/night inside
the hive and these are carried out and
dropped near the hive entrance. Many larva
and brood are also diseased and or maimed
by various species of bee mites and these are
juicy tidbits for any species of bird, rodent or
animal that can find them near the hive.
Titmice species are known to eat large
numbers of wasps, as these have been well
documented from stomach content research
here in the past when this was common to do
necropsies on bird stomach contents back in
the 1920’s to 1950’s.
One of the “worst” predators of domestic
honey bee colonies are members of the
skunk family. During warm summer nights a
skunk will lick off the bees at the front of a
hive that are trying to buzz and or fan air
into the warm hive to cool it and to move out
moisture from inside the hive as they dry off
and or ripen the watery nectar to create low
moisture honey. Skunks will return night
after night to gorge on an easy meal. Of
course any species of bear is strong enough
to knock over the hive and eat all of the
honey and or bee larva and brood. Fur
trappers knew back in the 1900’s to about
1940 that the best bait or lure to attract hard
to capture raccoons was to scorch honey or
bees wax, over a smoky fire, as raccoons had
learned that humans often chopped down
hollow trees filled with honey comb, smoked
out the bees, split the hollow logs and left
behind a lot of bits and pieces of honey
comb after the humans were done “robbing”
a wild colony or skep of bees.

Bee Eating Birds
By: Keith Kridler, Mt. Pleasant, TX

Bee Keepers who raise pure bred queen
bees and or who sell package bees will be
wary of any nearby colonies of Purple
Martins. These breeders need high numbers
of the male Honey Bee Drones as these do
not have stingers to protect themselves.
Drones set up fairly large squadrons or
groups as they “drone around or hover” high
up in the air above larger apiaries as they
wait on new un-bred queens that will leave
their hives and then fly up to breed with 8 to
10 of these Drones. Queen bees are quite
expensive to raise, sell and ship so the loss
of even a few queens can be a concern to
some bee keepers. Also, if the entire
squadron of drones is severely thinned and
or wiped out, then when the queens go on
their only breeding flights then there will be
a reduced gene pool for her to choose from.
This is more important now as Africanized
wild bee colonies have over-run many of the
traditional queen bee raising areas across the
southern states. These drones, from wild
Africanized colonies will also join in with
the pure bred or selected breeding drones
from an apiary and they will ruin the gene
pool of the queen even if only one
Africanized Drone breeds with a pure bred
queen.
It depends on the area, but each region
will have “bee eating” birds. Eastern
Kingbirds are another common flycatcher
that is known to take a lot of drones and
queen bees while they are flying in addition
to flocks of Purple Martins. Scissor tailed
Flycatchers also take bees and wasps on the
wing. I would actually bet on the Kingbird
as the culprit named “Bee eater”.
Summer Tanagers will often eat honey bees,
but they often sit right at the entrance to the
hive and they target the honey bees that are
returned to the hive filled to bursting with
nectar. You can do an internet search for Con’t on page 6
“birds eating bees, include Beekeepers”.
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Con’t from page 5 Bee Eating Birds
When Sandy and I were hand raising
orphaned birds, one of my favorite foods for
them was to capture drone honey bees from
my bee hives and feed these to the larger
baby bluebirds. Easy to catch and I had a
never ending supply of them. I also fed a
larger number of spiders that we collected
out of mud dauber nests. Crushed the head
and thorax of these spiders and fed them to
the baby birds. There was a yuck factor here
and other insects were easier to handle.
These spiders from the mud daubers and or
the larva and adults found in these mud
nests made great fish bait for early spring
sunfish/bluegill species when we were not
feeding baby birds.
Do a search and you will find that the
brood from honey bees is a delicacy for
many humans in various countries around
the world. Honey, pollen and live bee brood
is often found being smuggled in Europe
and North America, almost an epidemic
now and within all of this are the new and
old bee diseases and or bee pests that are
one these smuggled in containers. Keith
Kridler Mt. Pleasant, Texas
From The Perch con’t
Mark your calendars for our annual meeting
coming up on Saturday, September 28 at
beautiful Smith’s Landing in Lecompte.
Our guest speaker, Kenny Kleinpeter, will
talk to us about cavity nesters of all kinds,
and there will be plenty of refreshments and
door prizes. If you have any ideas or
suggestions for the meeting, please let me
know. As always, I can be reached at
emilywinners@msn.com.
Emily

Cigarettes: Bad For You, But Good For
Birds?
Among the many challenges faced by
birds is the prevalence of parasites in the nest.
All manner of creepy crawly bugs inhabit
nests to take advantage of the easy meal of
blood and other items offered by nestlings.
Some birds utilize a clever line of defense in
the form of aromatic plant leaves,
incorporated into the nest. The leaves of
various plants are known to repel insects and
serve as a form of organic pest control.
City birds have found an abundant and
effective but repellant of their own: used
cigarette butts. The nicotine contained in
used butts is highly effective at repelling
mites and other biting bugs—in fact, nicotine
is used as an insect repellant in some organic
crops and on organically raised poultry.
A recent study in Mexico City found that
House Finch and House Sparrow nests there
contained an average of 8-10 cigarette butts
(one House Finch nest contained an
astonishing 48 butts!). The researchers
found that, the more cigarette butts in a nest,
the fewer parasites.
It might make an interesting study to see if
the careful placing of used cigarette butts in
bluebird nestboxes results in fewer problems
with buffalo gnats and other pests that
torment nestlings.
Monserrat Suarez-Rodriguex, Isabel LopezRull and Constantino Marcias Garcia. 2012.
Incorporation of Cigarette Butts into Nest
Reduces Nest Ectoparasite Load in Urban
Birds: New Ingredients for an Old Recipe?
Biology Letters 9:20120931. http//
dx.doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2012.0931
Article used with permission from
NABS Bluebird Journal
Winter 2012-2013, Vol. 35, No.1
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THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

Top photo by Cindy Leblanc, Lafayette, LA. She cut hardware cloth in a circle 36” in
diameter to cover cone guard to keep snakes from getting in the box. It is a little different
from the one shown in the last newsletter. It worked!
Bottom Photo by Barbara Helms, Pensacola, FL. She wrapped the entire box in a blanket
when the temps dipped to 30* in March to help protect the four babies inside. She also
supplied meal worms for them. They hatched and all fledged. Thanks to both of you and so
many others for caring so much for our wildlife.
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LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232
An organization devoted to conservation of all native cavity-nesting birds
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(This form may be copied and distributed)
NAME:__________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________
CITY:___________________________________________________________
STATE & ZIP
CODE:__________________________________________________________
E-MAIL &
TELEPHONE:___________________________________________________
( ) New Membership
__________Individual

( ) Renewal
$ 7.50

_________Family

$ 15.00

_________Lifetime

$250.00

_________Organization

$ 25.00

_________Small Business

$ 25.00

_________Corporation

$100.00

_________Donation

$_______

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued
unless specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a
matching gifts program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information
concerning matching gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

An Affiliate of The North American Bluebird Society

