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Male Eastern Bluebird wing-waving his mate. This is such an enduring part of their
courtship. This is usually the first part of the mating courtship before nest building begins.
The male finds a place for the female to nest all during his wing-waving and they both
check it out. The female makes the final decision about using the nest box or other place
they are checking out.
Photo By: David Kinneer, Federicksburg, VA
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From The Perch
By:
Emily Winners
President
Photo By:
Emily Winners
Lecompte, LA
As spring approaches, the 2013 nesting
season is in full swing. But as you all
know, spring weather in Louisiana can be
very unpredictable. One day, the air
conditioner is running; the next day we’re
pulling out our coats and sweaters. And so
it goes with the bluebirds. Eggs and babies
in the nest can be very susceptible to
weather changes, especially the cold.
Check your nest boxes frequently, and be
prepared to take action if necessary.
Having an old, dry nest on hand could be a
lifesaver if the nest happens to get soaked
in a cold downpour. Vent holes may need
to be covered during a chilly March wind.
A little extra preparation could go a long
way in keeping nestlings safe during this
time of year.
With warmer weather just around the
corner, many people look forward to
learning more about birding. Take time to
speak with a friend or neighbor about
installing a nest box. If working with kids
is your passion, volunteer to read to your
child or grandchild’s class. Bluebird’s
Nest by Dorothea DePrisco is a wonderful
book for younger children. And if you’re
up to the challenge, man an educational
booth at a local Earth Day celebration.
Each one of us brings a new perspective to
bluebirding, and I encourage you to share
your talents with others.
And, speaking of looking forward, this
year’s annual meeting will be held at
historical Smith’s Landing in Lecompte on
September 28, 2013 from 9:30 to 1:30.
Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge, is the
keynote speaker. Lecompte is a short drive
from Alexandria with plenty of lodging
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and restaurants, and Forest Hill, the
nursery capital of Louisiana.
As always, I welcome your comments
and suggestions.
Please feel free to
contact me at emilywinners@msn.com.
Emily

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

Cindy and Robert LeBlanc, Lafayette, LA have a beautiful place near Crowley they
call Robert’s Cove. They had a terrible experience with snake depredation last season
and they put hardware cloth around the cone guard in an unusual way. It worked!

Photo above by: Cindy Brown
LeBlanc, Lafayette, LA
Photo left: By Duane Rice,
Clarksville, TN.
Duane’s story about the caps
is on page 4. He is a member
of the Bluebird Monitor’s
Group
at
http://
pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/
BluebirdMonitors/. The title of
his thread was “Duane’s
Thinking Cap”.

Con’t on page 4
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Duane’s Thinking Cap (con’t).

THINGS NOT QUITE THE NORM

Last summer’s heat was so hard on our birds.
Duane Rice, Clarkville, TN, a fellow
bluebirder of mine tells what he did to help a
family that made a gourd their home. Natural
gourds don’t have any insulation. Read what
Duane says about what he did:
“Much to my surprise I discovered this
gourd I had put up for Tree Swallows was/is
being used by a pair of Bluebirds in my
pasture. Four chicks are doing their best to
bear the worst of the heat and not doing too
bad considering. Still, I couldn't help but feel
sorry for them and decided since I didn't have
any shield with me at the time, I'd loan them a
couple of my old caps I had in my car. I think
they appreciated the gesture!
Since the gourd is in my pasture, I am able
to keep a close eye on it, and remove the caps
at night or when I leave.

Photo by Duane Rice, Clarksville, TN
Duane found that a female Bluebird had
laid her eggs on the floor of the box.

I considered using bungee cords to keep
them in place, but shy away from using
bungee cords after one pair abandoned the
meal worm feeder nest when I put them on it
to keep the top on during storms. I wondered
why they abandoned it, until my daughter told
me she thought it was a snake. Evidently she
wasn't the only one.
Out of a hundred something boxes, I'm
down to less than twenty still being active on
this third cycle and some of those may be
eggs that are abandoned.
We are looking forward to the weather
folks being right about the relief from the heat
that's supposedly on the way this weekend.”

Photo by: Herb Unkrich, Edwards, Ill
These are two of four September
Eastern Bluebird fledges. This is pretty
rare and has never happened on my
trail. I’ve had only August fledglings
four times in my 14 years of
monitoring.

Duane Rice
Clarksville,Tennessee
(Nesting season, 2012)

4

A TRUE BLUEBIRD TALE
By: Keith Kridler, Mt, Pleasant, TX
Years ago (late 1970’s before
mealworms) one of my bluebirders, Edith
Gingles, fed a family of bluebirds everyday
on her back porch. She fed all sorts of birds
and wildlife, but kept a sling shot with a
“three cornered rock” handy for the
creatures that would harm her chosen furred
and/or feathered friends. English Sparrows
would have to duck and dodge her fury! For
those who don’t know about a three cornered
rock, no matter which side you got smacked
with, you got hit with a “sharp side” of those
rocks. I guess Edith was 70 or older when
she stole one of my road side boxes I had put
up about 1/4 mile from her home. I knew
because she put it on the power pole right
beside her trailer house just about 50 feet off
of the road....I replaced the box up the road
again and the next week she had two boxes
up now in her back yard......Next week, she
stole the third replacement nesting
box......That one was “pretty” and it ended
up on her back porch railing about 6 feet
from her door.....
I finally stopped to visit with the
“nestbox thieves”. I was there for a little
over two hours enjoying milk and
homemade cookies and hearing stories about
East Texas back before asphalt roads and
before Model T’s showed up. Although I
had stopped to tell them that bluebirds would
NOT nest on their back porch, we watched
“her” baby blues finish off building a nest in
that box just a few feet away from us as I
made a whole tray of soft oat meal cookies
disappear. It probably would make a good
book as these visits went on till she turned
90 or so and moved to town when the strip
mine coal company made it out north of
town and her coal went to the big boilers.
Anyway she taught me all about feeding
bluebirds during our “cold winters”. (We
froze at 32*F in the last hour it will be 68*F
tomorrow for my bluebirds, but my brother
in Ohio is at 2*F right now!)
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Favorite food for bluebirds was fresh baked
cornbread with extra sugar and extra lard
and or extra butter within the mix. They got
this everyday during the winter and this did
NOT come out of some mix. She would
add any type of chopped nuts, she would
crumble up the mix while it was still warm
then add the nuts just before she went
outside. Raisins were really cheap back then
and she added a handful on top or beside the
mix.
Bluebirds REALLY liked ANY cooked
meat, especially fatty beef roast, finely
chopped with small bits of fat separate but
also finely chopped. They liked shredded
chicken and or poultry, especially the fatty
old laying hens you once could buy for
“stew hens”. Shred the meat really fine,
pour hot grease over the dryer cuts of
pieces, chill it to solidify the grease and set
it out after stirring it up a bit to break up the
smaller flakes of chicken.
She found that bluebirds liked MANY
vegetables IF you added butter and or
shredded cheese to them. Cauliflower,
cooked in a cream gravy, add a couple of
pats of butter, hand grate some cheddar
cheese and set out this mixture all finely
chopped and the bluebirds LOVED this.
Ditto for old mashed potatoes, add in a little
lard, butter and or bits of meat and they
would also eat these. Of course, they liked
cooked rolled oats and or grits, Cream of
Wheat to Yankees, but again either topped
with chilled, skimmed off grease or add
some lard or butter to the dish.
In the summer she picked up “old”
blueberries, blackberries and other fruits at
the local store, chopped these up, dried them
on window screens up on top of her metal
back porch roof and then froze them for use
in the winter. Extras ended up as “bluebird”
food.
Con’t on page 6

A Bluebird Tale (con’t from page 5)

DEALING WITH PREDATORS
By: Evelyn Cooper

Edith would sit out on the back deck, all
wrapped up as flocks of birds came and ate
various foods all around her. So, she learned
just how to feed all of the various backyard
birds and which recipes they liked the best.
She was REALLY irked when at 80 the
hospital got “new younger” doctors and told
her that they would no longer accept
“volunteers” at the hospital once they
reached 80. Of course, she had been a nurse
far longer than ANY on the hospital board
had been alive. It was their loss and the birds
gain as she would spend the next 10 years
out “nursing” and observing her birds. She
continued to “nurse” her friends at the
various “old folks” homes, until she had to
move in also.
Keith Kridler, Mt. Pleasant, TX

Get to know your predators as quickly as
possible so you can choose the best method
of dealing with them. Below are some
predators in our state that are found in the
country, urban and city situations. (And, I
say city, because the LBBS sponsored
Highland Park Observatory Trail on
Highland Road in Baton Rouge that Kenny
Kleinpeter monitors, is right up in the city.)
1. House Sparrows- (HOSP) most everyone
has them at some time or other. There are
many ways to deal with them. Two
categories namely, aggressive and nonaggressive. The non-aggressive is when you
pull the nests and try to keep the female
from hatching babies. Having HOSP nest
near any native cavity nester is not a good
setup. Sometimes, the HOSP will attack a
nest of eggs/babies and poke holes in them
and throw them out. I found some dead in
one of my boxes with a HOSP nest started
on top of them (one layer) and then the
HOSP left. It didn’t take that box or the
empty one just down the trail. They can kill
the parents too. I think they are very
territorial when they are in the breeding
mode and they will kill and destroy even if
they don’t intend to use the box.
2. Aggressive control is the trapping of the
HOSP and then dispatching them. If you get
the male you have accomplished more than
getting the female. If you get her and not
him, he finds another mate within minutes.
Inbox and ground trapping is the way to go.
You can order ground traps from Uncle
Blaine Johnson at the Bluebird Chatter
Site”. Inbox traps can be ordered from
Troyer’s “Bird of Paradise” catalog. One of
the most useful tools is the Sparrow
Spooker. It is not intended to be used alone
as HOSP control, but is helpful to keep the
eggs/nestlings and parents safe until the
HOSP can be trapped. There is a picture of a
homemade one on page 7. They are so easy

Photo by: Evelyn Cooper
Eggs laid on my trail 02/08/2013
Freeze zapped them!
IN MEMORIAM
Shirl Pickett Cook, Luling, LA made a
generous donation to LBBS in memory
of her sister, Barbara Pickett Lafferty,
who passed away right before
Thanksgiving last year, on behalf of
her children, Erick and Jennifer
Fauscette, LBBS truly appreciates her
thoughtfulness.
Con’t on page 7
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Con’t from page 6
to assemble and you can have a whole bunch
of them on hand if you have a trail and are in
a hurry for some protection.
3. Snakes- Aggressive control: The Ron
Kingston Guard which is a stovepipe on a
pole or tee post held up by plumbers tape
topped with hardware cloth cut to fit the
stovepipe. This keeps the snake from getting
to the nest box. It is about 98% effective.
When longer snakes can get past it, a sheet of
hardware cloth 36 x 36 on top of the
stovepipe and right under the box does the
trick. It worked for me this year. This guard
keeps all climbing predators off the box.
After a few years of use, it needs to be wiped
down with fine steel wool cloth go get rid of
any buildup that can aid in the snakes
climbing efforts.
4. Passive Control: Some people make a
netting under the nestbox and catch the snake
and then take the snake and relocate it. The
net trap has to be watched closely, especially
in hot weather as the snake could die. Also,
having a snake that close under the box may
cause the parents to abandon the box. Please
do not kill the snakes as the guards mentioned
above can stop them.
5. Raccoons, cats, squirrels, and mice, etc –
The stovepipe guard will stop these predators.
I have hundreds of coons and have never had
a problem with them as the guard is so
efficient. The stovepipe guard is supposed to
swing at the bottom, making it too wobbly for
them to climb. Also, NEVER put a box close
enough to a fence or under a tree that these
predators can jump to the box. Snakes can
also reach boxes when placed under tree
limbs. Cone guards work with these types of
predators. However, snakes can get past
them.
6. Avian predators – these are larger birds
i.e Starlings and Blue Jays. A two inch
wooden face guard over the entry hole will
stop them from reaching in to get eggs and
birds. Also, deeper boxes are helpful. But,
most people use the NABS recommended
box that has a 6.5 inch drop from entry hole
to floor and it and it needs the two inch entry

hole wooden face guard if you have avian
depredation. I use it and they work. I have
found that when I installed the Sparrow
Spooker, the larger birds like Mockers,
Starlings, and Jays stayed away from the
box. It made it very peaceful.
7. Ants - We have so many fire ants in
Louisiana and it is a must to grease the pole.
I carry the grease bucket and paint brush
with me every trip I make to monitor. I use
grease that my husband has in his shop. You
can go to the automotive section of WalMart or other places and buy the automotive
grease. There is also an all purpose grease in
a round tube that is fine to use. I like to
apply it with a brush. You need to make at
least a 4 inch wide band on the pole. If it is
smaller, the ants can piggy back each other
and make it across. I have seen ants on a
clutch of eggs and the female had abandoned
them. I put the grease on the pole when I see
a nest has been completed. It has to be
applied about twice during the nesting
season as the sun hardens it and that could
allow the ants to crawl past it.

Home made Spookers are easy to make.
Three strips of wood, screws, anything
shiny (strips of insulated garbage bag for
me) and thumb tacks. Attach to back of
roof. Have plenty on hand if you have
House Sparrows!
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LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232
An organization devoted to conservation of all native cavity-nesting birds
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(This form may be copied and distributed)
NAME:_______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP CODE:——————————————————————
E-MAIL &
TELEPHONE:___________________________________________________
{ } New Membership

{ } Renewal

__________Individual

$ 7.50

_________Family

$ 15.00

_________Lifetime

$250.00

_________Organization

$25.00

_________Small Business

$ 25.00

_________Corporation

$100.00

_________Donation

$_______

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued
unless specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a
matching gifts program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information
concerning matching gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

