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Male Eastern Bluebird wing-waving his mate. This is such an enduring part of their 

courtship. This is usually the first part of the mating courtship before nest building begins.  

The male finds a place for the female to nest all during his wing-waving and they both 

check  it out. The female makes the final decision about using the nest box or other place 

they are checking out. 

Photo By: David Kinneer, Federicksburg, VA 
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 From The Perch 

By: 

Emily Winners 

President 

 

Photo By: 

Emily Winners 

Lecompte, LA 

      As spring approaches, the 2013 nesting 

season is in full swing.  But as you all 

know, spring weather in Louisiana can be 

very unpredictable.  One day, the air 

conditioner is running; the next day weôre 

pulling out our coats and sweaters.  And so 

it goes with the bluebirds.  Eggs and babies 

in the nest can be very susceptible to 

weather changes, especially the cold.  

Check your nest boxes frequently, and be 

prepared to take action if necessary.  

Having an old, dry nest on hand could be a 

lifesaver if the nest happens to get soaked 

in a cold downpour.  Vent holes may need 

to be covered during a chilly March wind.  

A little extra preparation could go a long 

way in keeping nestlings safe during this 

time of year. 

      With warmer weather just around the 

corner, many people look forward to 

learning more about birding.  Take time to 

speak with a friend or neighbor about 

installing a nest box.  If working with kids 

is your passion, volunteer to read to your 

child or grandchildôs class.  Bluebirdôs 

Nest by Dorothea DePrisco is a wonderful 

book for younger children.  And if youôre 

up to the challenge, man an educational 

booth at a local Earth Day celebration.  

Each one of us brings a new perspective to 

bluebirding, and I encourage you to share 

your talents with others. 

     And, speaking of looking forward, this 

yearôs annual meeting will be held at 

historical Smithôs Landing in Lecompte on 

September 28, 2013 from 9:30 to 1:30. 

Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge,  is the 

keynote speaker. Lecompte is a short drive 

from Alexandria  with plenty of lodging                                                                    
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BOARD MEMBERS  

 

M.J. Shearer, Tucker, GA 

Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin 

Tom Allen, Oak Ridge 

Yvonne Bordelon, Covington 

Sylvia Kidder, Many 

Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge 

Madeline Brouillette, Baton Rouge 

Randy Martin, Many  

Alton Puckett, Lake Charles 

Dorothy Thrasher, Angel Fire, NM 

Carolyn Martin, Many  

 

OBSERVERS ON THE BOARD 

 

Gabrielle Hebert, New Iberia 

Hill Kemp, Many  

Gladys Ford, Lecompte 

Rebecca Perere, Walker 

Robert Perere, Walker 

 

and restaurants, and Forest Hill, the 

nursery capital of Louisiana.   

     As always, I welcome your comments 

and suggestions.  Please feel free to 

contact me at emilywinners@msn.com. 

 

 Emily 

 



 Cindy and Robert LeBlanc, Lafayette, LA have a beautiful place near Crowley they 

call Robertôs Cove. They had a terrible experience with snake depredation last season 

and they put hardware cloth around the cone guard in an unusual way. It worked! 
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THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX 

 Photo above by: Cindy Brown 

LeBlanc, Lafayette, LA 

 

Photo left: By Duane Rice, 

Clarksville, TN.  

 

Duaneôs story about the caps 

is on page 4. He is a member 

of the Bluebird Monitorôs 

G r o u p  a t  h t t p : / /

pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/

BluebirdMonitors/. The title of 

his thread was ñDuaneôs 

Thinking Capò.  

 

Conôt on page 4 



Duaneôs Thinking Cap (conôt). 

Last summerôs heat was so hard on our birds. 

Duane Rice, Clarkville, TN, a fellow 

bluebirder of mine tells what he did to help a 

family that made a gourd their home. Natural 

gourds donôt have any insulation. Read what 

Duane says about what he did: 

 

     ñMuch to my surprise I discovered this 

gourd I had put up for Tree Swallows was/is 

being used by a pair of Bluebirds in my 

pasture. Four chicks are doing their best to 

bear the worst of the heat and not doing too 

bad considering. Still, I couldn't help but feel 

sorry for them and decided since I didn't have 

any shield with me at the time, I'd loan them a 

couple of my old caps I had in my car. I think 

they appreciated the gesture! 

 

     Since the gourd is in my pasture, I am able 

to keep a close eye on it, and remove the caps 

at night or when I leave. 

 

     I considered using bungee cords to keep 

them in place, but shy away from using 

bungee cords after one pair abandoned the 

meal worm feeder nest when I put them on it 

to keep the top on during storms. I wondered 

why they abandoned it, until my daughter told 

me she thought it was a snake. Evidently she 

wasn't the only one. 

 

     Out of a hundred something boxes, I'm 

down to less than twenty still being active on 

this third cycle and some of those may be 

eggs that are abandoned. 

 

     We are looking forward to the weather 

folks being right about the relief from the heat 

that's supposedly on the way this weekend.ò 

 

Duane Rice 

Clarksville,Tennessee 

(Nesting season, 2012) 
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Photo by Duane Rice, Clarksville, TN 

Duane found that a female Bluebird had 

laid her eggs on the floor of the box. 

 

Photo by: Herb Unkrich, Edwards, Ill 

These are two of four September 

Eastern Bluebird fledges. This is pretty 

rare and has never happened on my 

trail. Iôve had only August fledglings 

four times in my 14 years of 

monitoring. 

 THINGS NOT QUITE THE NORM  


