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Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society Annual Meeting 2011
October 1, 2011, 9:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M
Hodges Gardens State Park, Florien, LA, Highway 171
SPEAKER: Keith Kridler, Mt. Pleasant, TX—well-known bluebirder
Pictured above is the beautiful new Lodge at Hodges Gardens. The Gate fee is waived
and no registration fees. Great door prizes. Come enjoy the day!
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From The Perch

By:
Margaret Kemp
President
Photo By:
Wendell Long
Waynesville, OH
What a difficult time this year has been
for bluebirds with a cold spring and one
hundred degree days and no or very little
rain after that. Some parts of the state while
receiving very little rain have had to deal
with a lot of water from the north. Our
bluebirds need our help more than ever
now.
Plans continue for the annual meeting
at Hodges Gardens. The park is excited to
have our group there and have always been
supportive of our efforts. They have
waived the fee for the meeting room and
the entrance, so tell them you are with the
Bluebird Society when you enter. If you
wish to come the night before there are
many options. The park has cabins for
rent, but they are for 2 nights only. The
Starlite Motel, Many, at 160 Fisher Road is
about 15 minutes away. Phone number 318
-256-1200. On the lake with a beautiful
garden and a golf course is Cypress Bend
about 20 minutes away. They have cabins
as well as a hotel with a very nice
restaurant and a spa. The phone number is
800-259-5253. The Sabine Parish Tourist
Commission has information on places to
stay and things to do in Sabine Parish.
Their
web
site
is
http://
www.toledobendlakecountry.com/ . For
more information on the area and on
Hodges Gardens with more photos and a
history of the gardens go to http://
www.toledo-bend.com/hodges-gardens/
index.asp . We will be in the group camp.
It is brand new, excellent facility with a
wonderful view of the lake. Nearby is a
very large eagle’s nest. You often see them
flying over the lake. Deer can be seen in
the morning and in the evenings.
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Margaret Kemp, Many
1st V/P: Tom Allen, Oak Ridge
2nd V/P: Kenny Kleinpeter
Sec/Treas: John Tidwell, Monroe
Recording Secretary/Public Relations:
Evelyn Cooper, Delhi
Historian: Alethea, Mandeville
BOARD MEMBERS
M.J. Shearer , Tucker, GA
Sheryl Bassi , Leland, MS
Mildred Hyde, Monroe
Yvonne Bordelon, Covington
Sylvia Kidder, Many
Madeline Brouillette, Baton Rouge
Emily Winners, Lecompte
Marilynn Lewis, Ruston
Carolyn Martin, Many
Dorothy Gammel, Denham Springs
OBSERVERS ON THE BOARD
Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin
Gabrielle Hebert, New Iberia
Alton Puckett, Lake Charles
Randy Martin, Many
Hill Kemp, Many
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org.

There are gardens to walk including a
butterfly and an herb garden and a gift shop
to browse. The bluebird trail at Hodges has
been there for many years. We have 26 boxes
this year.
I hope all of you can come and see what a
wonderful facility it is.
Hope we get some real rain soon.
Margaret

WEATHER—ONE OF OUR WORST ENEMIES
By: Evelyn Cooper
In Bluebirds
by Grooms and
Peterson, it was stated in a paper written by
John R. Sauer and Sam Droege, that
after
the severe winters of 1966-1978 and loss of
Bluebirds, they analyzed that the major
reason for the decline of the Bluebirds was
climatic events. In Bluebirds Forever,
Connie Toops states that from time to time
we will have periods of severe weather that
will grip parts or all of the nation and
Bluebirds along with all wildlife will suffer
immensely. Heat can also be very cruel and
claim bluebird lives and eggs.
This year was one of the most trying
years as for the weather in my 13 years of
monitoring my trails. On the first cycle, we
had two nights of the most horrible storms
and tornado conditions around us. The great
majority of my bluebirds were to fledge on
Monday, the day of the first horrible night
which resulted in two huge trees east of my
house being uprooted, one landing on the
roof of my bedroom and bath and a huge
limb through the window. The Bluebirds in
the front yard fledged and I never saw a
single fledgling come to the feeder like I
usually do. Clayton found a dead fledgling
near the barn the next day. Several broods on
my trail were to fledge that day and I never
saw any on the power lines afterward like I
usually do. I feel certain the biggest
percentage of them did not make it. I thought
we were not going to make it either! Then,
the next night, more storms came even worse
and uprooted two more trees near my house,
but they were blown in a direction from the
house this time.
Next comes June. The worst heat ever
recorded in June nation wide. Knee surgery
for Clayton was scheduled June 7th, earlier
than I had expected and I had to scurry about
finding Styrofoam to put on top of the boxes.
All boxes had solar screen on them that were
active. With temps getting to 100* and above
several days in a row, I had to act fast. In one
box that already had babies, they looked so
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heat stressed, I doubted they would survive
as they were so limp and listless. I checked
on them the next morning after applying 4
inches of Styrofoam on the roof and they
had perked up. They fledged several days
later.
Last year when the temperature was
climbing up to 105* and I was watching
babies in the box with the nest cam, I started
adding layers of Styrofoam as it got hotter. I
had added 5 inches and could see the babies
were doing well. The female nested a
second time and the eggs made it with that
much heat shield. I like the solar screen as it
does help keep the sides several degrees
cooler. I add this to the active boxes on my
trail during this kind of weather.
This year, the second and third cycle has
been the lowest number ever nesting. I think
they know it is too hot to find enough food
let alone try to survive in the boxes.
Below is a picture of the box where I tied
the Styrofoam on top over the Solar Screen I
had installed. I had saved Styrofoam from
packages I received. I bought some cord at
Wal-Mart and tied two or three strings
around the whole box and heat shields.
Evelyn

These two pictures
show what a House Wren
guard on a bluebird nest
box looks like. It is
attached to the front of
the nest box after the first
egg is laid.
Many people in our
state mistake the Carolina
Wren for a House Wren.
We do not have House
Wrens nest in our state.
Their breeding territory is
north of Louisiana. They
are as hard to deal with as
House Sparrows as far as
depredating the box .
They are also a protected
species, so that makes it
even harder. See how
easily Bluebirds adapt to
guards.
Carolina Wrens have a pronounced white streak above the eyes. House wrens have a
muted streak above the eye. (see page 5) House Wrens build their nests with sticks and
leaves and the Carolina Wren uses a layer of green moss topped with fine hairs.
Pictures of guard and Bluebird provided by: Mary Roen, Falls River, WI

C on’t on page 5
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Photo: Mary Roen. WI
House Wren

Photo: David Kineer, VA
Www.sialis.org
Carolina Wren

Photo at left: by Herb
Unkrich, Central, IL.
This is an Eastern Bluebird
nest. It is made from soy bean
stubble. Herb is in House
Wren country and thought it
was a House Wren’s nest until
he saw three bluebird eggs in
the nest. Nature can throw us
a curve sometimes!

Photo by Mary Roen, WI.
House Wren nest and eggs
found on her trail. The nest is
made mostly of sticks
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North American Bluebird Society 33rd Annual Conference
Hosted by Bluebirds Across America
September 15—18, 2011
Doubletree Hotel, Highway 45 Bypass, Jackson, TN
Contact information: Farrell Roe (731)424-6161 or
Registrar: Ann Dowdy (731)423-0434
Tours
Shiloh National Park
Graceland Platinum Tour
Casey Jones Railroad Musesum
Cypress Grove Nature Park
Optional Self-guided Tours
International Rock-a-Billy Hall of Fame & Museum
Historic Riverside Cemetery
Excellent speakers , events during the day to attend and the Saturday Night
Awards Banquet. Deadline for tour reservations is August 1, 2011 and meals and
hotel reservations is August 25, 2011.
Scenes below of beautiful Hodges Garden, Florien, LA, site of LBBS Annual Meeting
October 1, 2011
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Bluebirds of Hodges Gardens with Margaret Kemp
of the Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society

Slate of Board Members—2011
The LBBS Board of Directors presents the following
members to be voted on as incoming board members at
the Annual Meeting October 1, 2011 as follows:
Marilynn Lewis, Ruston
Sheryl Bassi, Leland, MS

Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin
Emily Winners, Lecompte
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Margaret Kemp, LBBS
president, participated in the
“Spring Fling” event held at
Hodges Garden March, 2011.
She demonstrated our nest
boxes, guards and poles. She
passed out a lot of bluebird
information to several
hundred people attending the
event.
Margaret has reserved the
beautiful new lodge on the
grounds of Hodges Gardens
for the LBBS Annual
meeting to be held October 1,
2011, starting at 9:30 A.M.
until 1:30 P.M.
The first 25 registered will
receive one of the latest
issues of Bluebird, the
Journal of the North
American Bluebird Society,
donated by them.

LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232

{ } New Member

{ } Renewal

NAME:______________________________________________
ADDRESS:___________________________________________
CITY:_______________________________________________
STATE & ZIP:________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:_______________________________
{ } Individual--------------------------$

7.50

{ } Family-------------------------------$ 15.00
{ } Lifetime-----------------------------$250.00
{ }Organization-----------------------$ 25.00
{ }Small Business--------------------$ 25.00
{ } Corporation-----------------------$ 100.00
{ } Donation---------------------------$________

Your cancelled check will be your receipt.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

An Affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society
www.nabluebirdsociety.org to join or call 662.628.1626
(LBBS members get a discount price)

