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Nesting season is upon us. We‟ll see the parents feed lots of bluebird babies ( like Tom
Finnie‟s Lake Charles, last season in the picture above) before this season is over.
Monitoring helps bluebirders become familiar with the predators they have to contend
with. There are different problems in every habitat across the nation. In this issue and
summer issue, we will give information and solutions dealing with the different predators.
Snakes rank high on the list of predators in Louisiana and all southern states. People
that live in the suburbs may not have to contend with them quite as much as those in the
country. An article is used in this issue by Linda Moore who lives in the suburbs of
Ackworth, GA and is a member of Bluebird-L, (http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/
BluebirdMonitors/) where discussion took place and it is written in story form here. See
page 3
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From The Perch
By:
Margaret Kemp
President
Photo By:
Wendell Long
Waynesville, OH
It has certainly been cold and wet this
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
winter. I hope your bluebirds are doing
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
well. The Hodges Garden crew is planning
to put up seven new bird houses in the next President: Margaret Kemp, Many
two weeks which will bring the trail to 30 1st V/P: Tom Allen, Oak Ridge
2nd V/P: Kenny Kleinpeter
boxes.
I have been exploring with Hodges the Sec/Treas: John Tidwell, Monroe
possibility of having our annual meeting at Recording Secretary/Public Relations:
the park. They are excited. We are looking Evelyn Cooper, Delhi
at the end of September or the beginning of Historian: Alethea, Mandeville
BOARD MEMBERS
October. For those of you who are not
M.J.
Shearer
, Tucker, GA
familiar with Hodges Gardens, the gardens
were started by Andrew Jackson Hodges, Sheryl Bassi , Leland, MS
oil and timber. Mr. Hodges felt it was Mildred Hyde, Monroe
important to restore cutover timber lands. Yvonne Bordelon, Covington
He bought 107,000 acres in Sabine and Sylvia Kidder, Many
Vernon Parishes. He planted pines, Madeline Brouillette, Baton Rouge
experimented with genetics and restored Emily Winners, Lecompte
the land. Mr. and Mrs. Hodges chose a site Marilynn Lewis, Ruston
with a ridge and an old stone quarry to Carolyn Martin, Many
make into an experimental area and Dorothy Gammel, Denham Springs
wildlife preserve. This became Hodges
OBSERVERS ON THE BOARD
Gardens. The family of Mr. and Mrs.
Hodges donated the gardens to the state in Gov. Mike Foster, Franklin
2007. The gardens and facilities had been Gabrielle Hebert, New Iberia
allowed to deteriorate. The state park Alton Puckett, Lake Charles
system has restored much of the gardens Randy Martin, Many
and facilities. They provide educational Hill Kemp, Many
opportunities for the public all during the
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org.
year. I will be doing a bluebird talk in the
spring and they have been very supportive
of the our trail which was established in
1985 by the late Dr. Shirl Brunell,
Texarkana, AR. For more information on
T H A N K S!
and photos of
the park see http://
www.crt.state.la.us/parks/ihodges.aspx
and http://www.toledo-bend.com/hodges- Special thanks to Tom Allen, Oak Grove,
gardens/index.asp .
LA, for his generous “end of the year”
Keep warm and keep up the important
contribution to LBBS.
work that you all do.
Margaret
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"I missed the fledging AGAIN" Curse!
Or
“There’s More than Meets the Eye”
By: Linda C. Moore, Acworth, GA
Part 1: The Curse
Not until I started hosting
Eastern Bluebird (EABL) did I start to
believe in curses. I put up my first
bluebird box in 2004 and was elated
when we had two successful broods of
babies. The next year, I installed a tiny
„Night Owl Birdhouse Spy Cam‟ which
not only allows you to see what‟s going
on in the daytime but there are infrared
diodes that emit light that the birds
don‟t see but which shows the interior
of the box even when it‟s dark. I
connected it to my TV by the cable that
comes with it. Being able to see inside
the box was such an amazing
experience, I‟ve used it every year
since then. I continue to be in awe as I
watch the life cycle of these beautiful
birds.
Even though the video is black and white, I clearly see the important details from the
claim straw being dropped into the box to the day the chicks are ready to take that first
flight. [To find out more about nest cams, go to www.sialis.org and search for spy cam]
This brings me back to being cursed. Watching “ bird TV a lot, I‟ve witnessed the most
miraculous, exciting and sometimes scary events. However, I keep missing the fledglings
leaving the box, which is the time when the each chick puts half of its body inside the box
and half outside, wondering if it should stay with the „known‟ or go with the „unknown‟
which is calling to them. I‟ve missed fledglings leaving by an hour, and a few times by only
twenty minutes except, for the very first brood when my husband and I were able to watch
the chicks get ready, get set, and flyyyyyy! It was exciting, and it set me up to expect to see
it play out again over and over in the coming years. That was not to be.
We had a unexpected brood of five chicks in July 2010, and I was determined that I was
NOT going to miss their fledging. These chicks were the only ones who survived this
season so they were very special. The biggest problem was the intense heat and humidity-it was the worst we‟d had in the twenty-one years here. The temperature inside the box just
kept getting higher (I had a probe in the nest connected to a wireless temperature
transmitter).
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Left: Shows how close the snake was
to the box (after dark)
Right: This is the snake that climbed
the tripod pole and coiled at the
camera. Snakes can raid the box,
leaving no trace, nothing out of place.

Con‟t from page 3
I ended up putting a small reflective umbrella directly over the box and then put two patio
umbrellas over that (the big umbrellas were angled to try to block out the sun as it moved
over the box).
On Day 13, I watched as the chicks started their wing stretches, their wing preening,
and the increased activity in general. You could see the box moving as with five chicks it
was close quarters. I know that this movement can attract predators. I always have a
stovepipe baffle on the bottom of the pole and the box is away from anything that could
give waiting cats or other critters a point from which to jump onto the box.
Most of the young bluebirds that have nested here have fledged on day 17. I liked to
think that since I‟ve watched so much of the final preparation, I would be able to predict
when „the big day‟ was imminent. Because I was so paranoid, I decided that I‟d better take
special action just in case. I have a second „Spy Cam‟ and also a Wingscapes Birdcam for
outdoors
I came up with a way to set up these two cameras so that if the chicks even peeked out
of the hole, the bird cam motion detection would pick that up and record it on the memory
card in the camera. Since my bird cam does not have night vision (you can get night vision
ones), I used my second „Spy Cam‟ for the low- and night-light times. I ran the cable from
this „Spy Cam‟ into my computer, set it to record the feed on the hard drive. I could
continue to keep an eye on the inside of the box and on the outside of the box which was
being shown on our TV and recorded on my Tivo
Con‟t on page 5.
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This is how I positioned these two cameras outside: Each of the two patio umbrellas
were strapped to the metal outdoor chairs that they were sitting on. I put the birdcam on a
tripod. I velcroed the „Spy Cam‟ on the front of the birdcam above its lens. The last step
was to get the Birdcam/„Spy Cam‟ lenses positioned about 18 inches from the nest box
hole.
I know what you‟re thinking: what did you just say? I know the setup of the cameras
sound complicated but it wasn‟t. Or did the parents object to all this stuff that surrounded
their nest box and chicks? Daddy Blue had no problem. It took Mama a bit longer to get
used to it, but she did. I think they had come to trust me.
I had two days to test this setup and there were no problems. I felt confident that I
would see these five chicks fledge, one way or another.
Day 15 arrived and during the day, the chicks alternated between being active and
napping. I'm sure the heat affected how much they could do for any length of time. The day
slowly dragged on. It was 8 P.M. and getting dark. Sundown was 8:37 P.M. I was tired...I
love my bluebirds but a full day of "Bird TV" does get on ones nerves (<cheep, cheep,
cheep,
...
>)
About 8:20 P.M., I shut down the computer video/recording and got ready for bed. My
husband was reading and I just left the TV/Tivo on. I was in bed but not yet asleep, and I
heard Dave calling "one is ready to go, it's 8:50, P.M., another one is getting ready..." Of
course, I thought that he was joking (he does that a lot), so I didn't get up right away. He
continued "now three, now four, now five!!!!!! It looks like they planned it this way!" I
thought I had better get up and check. I was able to rewind the video on the Tivo and
thanks to the night vision on the Spy Cam, we saw all five of the chicks leave the box in
less than one minute!! We didn't have the volume on because we kept getting noisy
feedback. We watched the video over and over and knew that it was a very “unusual”
fledging.
- The chicks had NOT done the 'sticking the head out of the hole' earlier that day which is
what they usually do before they take that first flight. They'd peeked out while standing on
the edge of the nest, that's all.
- Based on my observations from broods before, I really didn‟t think that they were ready
to leave…it was, after all, only day 15.
- Some of the chicks jumped out of the hole rather than flew.
- And I‟d never heard of chicks leaving the nest in the dark of night!
- They went out of the nest box like little commandos jumping out of a plane except the
bluebirds did not have parachutes.
The next morning, I found that the audio DID record with the video. As I edited the
video to post it on YouTube, I discovered some clues which helped to put together some of
the pieces.
My husband and I did more investigation that night and came up with our theories.
The nest morning, I contacted Keith Kridler, Pleasantville, TX, whose knowledge and
experience I highly respect. He and I are members of the same online group (Bluebird
Monitors Yahoo Group referred to on page one).
He helped to answer some of our questions and to confirm what had really happened. I
have a background in teaching, and I suggested that perhaps we could use it as a learning
exercise. With Keith‟s approval, I posted as much as I‟ve told you to this point and
encouraged members of the forum to send in their ideas, questions and conjectures,
What happened next was truly amazing!
Con‟t on page 6
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Part 2: The Game is Afoot
So the „puzzle‟/game was what made 5-15 day old bluebird chicks all leave the nest box
within a minute after dark?
In the next few days, the number of messages posted on this subject was amazing!
Members of the group asked questions, gave their ideas. Often after a post appeared,
another member would add some information as to why a suggestion might not be valid.
Here‟s a sample of some of the discussion. When the comments refer to seeing or hearing,
they are referring to the YouTube video above.
(à indicates my response, - indicates comments/question from list members)
- there‟s some kind of predator in the area. But what kind? Snake, cat, raccoon, maybe an
owl (thought they heard an owl in the background)? If it was an owl, though, chicks would
be safe inside the box.
- some people said they heard what they interpret to be the alarm calls made by the bluebird
parents. But if a predator were in the area, would it be safe for the chicks to leave the box in
the path of that predator?
- several people said they‟d heard of chicks fledging at dusk but not later.
- several people thought that at day 15, they were too young to leave.
- there was concern about where the chicks would be spending their first night. Probably
worked their way to a lighted window near a house and slept but that‟s dangerous (sleeping
on the ground).
- lots of questions about how good a bird‟s vision is in the dark? A lot of people assume
bird vision is like human vision but in the video, the infrared light makes everything look
like twilight, could that be the way some birds see the world in the dark?
My response: Ah, you said if the adult birds 'heard'. How good is a bird's hearing? And that
goes back to if the adult heard the noise, how would they decide what to do with the chicks?
- several people said they heard „panic‟ calls on the video, some said they thought it was
from the parents, some said it was from the chicks.
-Someone asked what I saw going on =inside= the box, was there something in there that
shouldn„t be? Unfortunately, I had shut down the recording of the inside of the box when I
went to bed so I didn„t know. Related to „what was IN the box that caused the chicks to
need to leave so fast‟, someone thought they heard squeaking noises coming from inside the
box. Suggestions for what might be IN the box: House Wren, red squirrel, bat, spider?
àAbout this time in the discussion, I confirmed that there was a predator but it was not IN
the box.
- Quite a few people noticed that a few of the chicks look like they fell out, others jumped,
at least one flew.
- In response to the discussion of a possible predator outside of the box, I was asked where
the microphone was. It‟s on the „Spy Cam‟ which is on the Birdcam which is on the tripod
a little to the side of the hole (I didn‟t want to block the path of the parents flying up to the
box). There are no speakers on the cameras.
- in response to a possible House Wren in the box, someone said they‟d not heard of one
going into a box with chicks this old; also, it‟s mating hormones that make House Wrens
aggressive and this was past that time for them.
- back to the „bat in the box‟ theory, the bat might have been sleeping in there during the
day and the activity of the chicks woke it up which scared the chicks. Others said that there
was too much activity in the box, a bat could never sleep during that.
Con‟t on page 7
6

Con‟t from page 6
- several people asked if there was a snake on one of the umbrellas covering the box? It
could have crawled up the pole of the umbrella; in the video, the umbrella moves a bit.
There was no snake on the umbrella(s). How well could a snake see?
àAfter more questions regarding the umbrellas, I said that the umbrellas had anything to
do with what happened.
àI will tell you that there is nothing that can be seen on the video that will give you a
clue.
Part 3:
** this has not been edited; this is exactly what I posted.
[This is after we watched the fledging video several times and saw a shadow across
the outdoor camera lens...] We decided that we had better go outside and check the yard
to make sure there were no fledglings on the ground before we let our four dogs out for
the night. Two of our dogs have birding instincts. By this time, it was pitch black (after
9pm). And thanks to our list's researchers, we know there was no moonlight.
We each took a flashlight and went out the back door, Dave went one way, I went the
other. I headed toward nest box and as I was walking past it, my light caught something
out of the corner of my eye that didn't fit ...I saw something on the TOP of the outdoor
camera. I YELLED to Dave "It's a snake!!!!!!!!!!!!!". As he was coming to me, he told
me to get a reacher [a device used to help folks pick up things beyond their reach],
which I gladly did so I could get away from the snake. I grabbed a digital camera but I
was too shaky to set it to flash so I don't have a picture from then. This snake was coiled
up on top of the outdoor camera!! Coiled twice or three times, it looked HUGE! What
first ran through my mind was that the camera might be warm, especially since it'd been
on all day. Is the warmth what attracted him? Don't snakes work that way?
I've seen Dave try to get a snake we saw in the spring with the reacher and he wasn't
successful. Where am I at this time, you ask? Halfway across the yard of course! As
Dave extends the reacher toward the snake, it extends its head and body in the other
direction as it tried to span the distance between the top of the camera to the underside
of one of the patio umbrellas. Just like in the jungle movies. Eeeekkkkk!
Reacher-with-snake in one hand, flashlight in his mouth, Dave's moving toward me
to grab a plastic bucket that has straight sides and a lid but the lid had a hole in it. I'm
screaming "He's going to get out of there, there's a hole in the lid!" and my 'Snake
Ranger' said "He can't climb up the sides!". I finally edge slowly toward the bucket. As I
peeked into the it, flashlight on the snake, I started yelling again "It's got diamonds,
diamonds...look at the head...it's triangular...it's a rattler." We have rattlers in these parts.
I've not seen any, thank goodness, but some of the male neighbors enjoyed regaling me
with stories of them when we first moved here. That and little scorpions which
unfort unat ely
I 've
seen
in
our
basement .
I digress. Dave took the snake bucket to the yard past the gate so the dogs wouldn't
get at it. He put a flat stone on top of the hole. I was concerned that if the snake was
attracted to the heat of the outdoor camera which is the same as the IN BOX camera, are
nest boxes with those cameras putting our chicks in danger?
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Con‟t from page 7
It took me some time to get to sleep. Of course, I was seeing the snake
reaaaccchiiinnnggggg out to me. But I was mostly wondering if the snake was attracted to
the warmth of the camera. I didn't say I was thinking logically that night. I was concerned
And questions, so many questions: How did the snake crawl up the metal tripod which
was strapped to a metal lawn chair? Why did it go there? Could it actually have gone from
the camera to the nest box? How did the bluebirds see it in the dark? When could we put up
a For Sale sign and move away??
The next day that was first on my mind, that is, to confirm what kind of snake it was.
There are rattlesnakes, copperheads, coral snakes...and other in the area. When Dave went
back to check on the snake, it had climbed the plastic straight sides of the bucket and was
t r a p p e d
be t w e e n
t he
r o c k
a nd
t he
ho l e .
Again, "Snake Wrangler" hubbie calls "Get a reacher!!!!!!!!!!!!" OK, got that AND the
digital camera again. As I went from the air conditioned house to the 'pudding' outside (I've
said that being out in the heat and humidity is like breathing pudding), the lens fogged up.
I gave Dave the reacher, but we were back in the wooded part of the lot. He got the
snake once (and I noticed it was bigger even than last night <g>) but it was not happy and
tried to get away several times. He finally got the snake back in the bucket and put a rock
that DID cover the hole on it. He got a large garbage can and he put the bucket in the
garbage can, removed the rock, and let the snake crawl out of it. Dave then took the bucket
out of the garbage can and there was the snake who by that time was rather quiet. I cleaned
off the lens (but Dave didn't think I'd get close enough to get a picture, so he took out his
phone with the camera). Once I saw that the snake was quiet, I did get some photos.
I was determined that if this WAS a poisonous snake, I needed to have it removed by an
expert. As I said, I have four dogs, two of which are sixteen years old, and I do not want to
take
a
chance
that
they
would
get
bitten.
Time spent searching books and the internet didn‟t help, so to I decided that I should
send the photos and story to Keith. He identified the snake for us.
THAT's when I started to learn a lot about identify snakes.
Editors Comments: Linda learned from experienced monitors on the Bluebird-L List that
it was not the heat from the camera that had attracted the snake. It had surely watched and
waited to climb the pole to try to reach the babies. It was fantastic that Linda caught all
these night time happenings on her cameras. Snakes prowl at night looking for their prey.
When they attack, they leave the nest undisturbed. Attacks are heavy right before or the day
of the fledging. Some monitors think their babies fledged since they are gone and the nest
undisturbed. Grease on the poles will let monitors know if something got past the guard on
the pole.
Linda had a guard on the pole and monitored faithfully. She did not know that snakes
could climb such an apparatus that was so near the nest box and try to reach it. It is amazing
what snakes can climb. This is the lesson learned in this story. I‟ve had so many sad stories
and pictures sent to me where the box had been placed to near a limb on a tree and snakes
got to the box or the box was too close to a fence and other predators got them.
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Top photos: Left, Tom Trenchard, Covington, LA. Right: Evan Dalton, Kingston, MA,
(temporarily at Grand Isle) of the female Mountain Bluebird over-wintering in Grand Isle,
LA.
Bottom Left: The Mountain Bluebird over-wintering at Grand Isle, LA by Walker
Wilson, Zachery, LA
Bottom Right: Rat Snake got in Wood Duck box (with guard on pole) placed too near a
tree, The snake climbed out on a limb to the box. Photo by Matt Pardue, Lafayette, LA

T H A N K S!
Special thanks to the North American Bluebird Society for mailing copies of the
Bluebird Journal to LBBS for our annual meeting in October. Each attendee was given a
copy to enjoy. To join: www.nabluebirdsociety.org. or call 662.628.1626. LBBS Affiliate
members get a special discount.
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LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232

{ } New Member

{ } Renewal

NAME:______________________________________________
ADDRESS:___________________________________________
CITY:_______________________________________________
STATE & ZIP:________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:_______________________________
{ } Individual--------------------------$

7.50

{ } Family-------------------------------$ 15.00
{ } Lifetime-----------------------------$250.00
{ }Organization-----------------------$ 25.00
{ }Small Business--------------------$ 25.00
{ } Corporation-----------------------$ 100.00
{ } Donation---------------------------$________

Your cancelled check will be your receipt.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

An Affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society
www.nabluebirdsociety.org to join or call 662.628.1626
(LBBS members get a discount price)

