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Shown above is Robert LeBlanc, Lafayette, with a nest box he and his wife Cindy
(LBBS member) put up in a hurry the first week of January when they saw Bluebirds in
their yard. They hope to entice them to stay. The LaBlanc’s have boxes on property
several miles north of Crowley . They have Bluebirds year round there and fledge
bluebird babies every year. Hopefully, each of you will add a box or two if you have
room so that the Bluebirds can find a home when they come back to the place where they
were hatched or nested the previous year.
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From The Perch
By:
Evelyn Cooper
President
Photo By:
Wendell Long
Waynesville, OH
The first week of February is still
bringing us some very low temps
especially in the mornings here in northeast
LA. We dodged the bullet of ice and snow
(that stuck) in the month of January, but
the temps staying so low for about a week
made it hard for the birds to find food,
especially those searching for insects. I am
certain that in the states where the ice and
snow lingered for days on end, many birds
perished. I was encouraged reading on
many bluebirding listservs and other
birding listservs by the fact that so many
people were feeding the birds. It is unreal
how much suet mix my birds could make
disappear in one day during those bad days.
Last year, on February 10th, I had
three bluebird eggs. The night of the day
the third egg was laid, the temps got below
freezing and the eggs ruined. I am certain if
the female had been incubating, they would
have been saved as I’ve had that happen
before and the incubating female kept them
safe. However, she apparently was not
through laying that clutch. She did remove
the eggs and started over.
The beginning of every nesting
season is exciting! Each year is different, at
least for me in my experiences. I will be
going into my 13th year and I learn
something new every year. I wrote about it
in our last newsletter but forgot to mention
the tiny bluebird egg along with the
abnormally large one laid beside it. There
was a third one that was normal. Bluebird
experts told me the large egg most likely
had two yolks. None of them hatched, so I
saved the abnormal eggs for “show and
tell”.
I hope you put up a new box or
boxes to accommodate the bluebirds that
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come looking for a home where they were
hatched.
We’re happy to be assisting Bro.
Mark Bordelon of Opelousas with a bluebird
trail on the grounds of the Mother of the
Redeemer of Monastary there. Kenny will be
going there first part of February with
complete units to help him get established.
Bro. Mark wrote me he saw Bluebirds there
in January. Evelyn
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ALBINISUM/LEUCISM

I received Karen Insull’s e-mail with pictures from the North American Bluebird Society
Hotline whom she wrote to for answers (and her questions were forwarded to me) about a
white Bluebird with normal looking eyes. . In the left picture, it is in the upper left corner
and its siblings are near the bowl. It is alone in the tree in the picture on the right. I thought
you would enjoy looking at these birds that are not so common.
Evelyn
Karen wrote:
My name is Karen Insull. I live in Economy Boro, (Baden), PA. I have been living
here since June, 2008. I have a bluebird nesting box in my yard and have fledged a couple
nests of bluebirds. This summer, I noticed a white bird flying around the neighborhood.
It is a white (albino?) bluebird. It doesn't have pink eyes, but the feathers are all white. It
hangs out with 5 or 6 other bluebirds. I have been feeding them mealworms and have taken
pictures of them, including the white one. I have attached some pictures of the birds.
Please let me know what you think about the bird. I just wanted to share this with
someone who would appreciate it.
Thanks for your time!
Happy Bluebirding!
Karen Insull
My answer to her:
Birds that lack feather pigments, but not all the coloring is gone i.e. pink eyes, etc.), are
called leucistic. They can be leucistic and partial albino. It is an amazing sight.
Con’t on page 5
To join the North American Bluebird Society, go to www.nabluebirdsociety.org or
call 662-628-1625.
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Adult Bluebirds Locating Their Just
Fledged Young
By: Keith Kridler
Mt. Pleasant, TX
Most of my days are spent outside on
various job sites. In this part of Texas,
whether we are working in towns or out in
the country, there are nearly always
bluebirds nesting within hearing distance
of our job sites. Interesting thing with the
East Texas Eastern Bluebirds is that when
the young fledge they have this single
short call note they send out that must
alert their parents when the young birds
are getting hungry. It is not a series of
cheeps or chirps but normally it resembles
a single ping of World War II sonar
systems. I can hear the "bluebird baby
locator pings", but it is extremely difficult
to hear these pings and then locate just
which tree the sound is coming from.
Once I can locate the tree, they are in the
other nearby, baby bluebirds "ping" just
often enough that were I a hungry predator
I would end up frustrated trying to locate
what should be an easy meal. I expect
owls would have better luck back tracking
these sonar ping type calls. Not sure if the
various hawks hunt by ear very often or if
they rely totally on sight. The just fledged
baby bluebirds have EXCELLENT
camouflage when sitting high up in the
branches of a tree. From below their light
colored spotted breast feathers blend into
the dappled sky line that you see looking
through the leaves. From above their nondescript head and back feathers blend into
the dark colors of tree bark limbs. As long
as they sit still and don't call too much or
too often, they end up just appearing to be
part of the tree limbs they are sitting on.
Anyway, I was wondering just what type
of hearing the adult bluebirds have that
allow them to locate their young when
they scatter from the nests for the first
couple of days!
Keith Kridler, Mt. Pleasant, TX
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House Sparrows Hate Craft Eggs
By: Paula Ziebreath
Powell, Ohio
I am catching House Sparrows now in
empty boxes by tossing craft eggs in there.
They seem to hate them in there and it gives
them a real incentive to go in the box and
remove them. I had not heard a House
Sparrow on my street in several weeks, but I
heard one today singing near my empty side
box. I looked in the box and there were a
couple House Sparrow droppings in there,
indicating he had been in it.
I put three little plastic mottled eggs (these
were wren sized) in bottom of box and set
Van Ert trap. It got quiet real quick. The
trap was sprung and he had shoved all three
little plastic eggs out of the hole in the Van
Ert trap onto the ground while he was
trapped in that box. House Sparrows HATE
craft eggs..........
Paula Ziebreath

Photo By: Evelyn Cooper
We had some really cold weather the first
part of January. I was happy to see at least 25
Bluebirds eating at the feeder, along with
many other species. From what I read on
many birding forums, folks did a good job of
supplemental feeding this year.

Albinism/Leucism
By: Bet Zimmerman
Certified Environmental Scientist
Occasionally there are reports of abnormally
colored bluebirds (or other species of birds)
that are all or partially white. Scientific
literature on the definitions of color
abnormalities like leucism and various states
of albinism is very confusing and
inconsistent. Here's my stab at sorting it out
(also see table of terms below.)
Albinism is a genetic (inherited)
condition resulting in a complete lack
of producti on of mel an in
pigmentation in the eyes, skin and
feathers. Albinos are extremely
uncommon.
Leucism is also a genetic mutation.
Leucistic birds have dilute, paler/
whitish plumage overall. A faint
pattern may be visible. Leucism is
also uncommon, but is more common
that albinism.
Some other color
abnormalities may be due to disease,
diet/malnutrition or injury, or
other factors. for example:
Sometimes after an injury that
damages feather follicles, the
feathers that grow in may be
white. When those feathers
are replaced in the next
regular molt, the new feathers
may be a normal color.
Flamingos not provided with
carotenoids in their diet turn
white.
Feathers can become bleached
in the sun.
Some birds develop stray
white feathers as they age.
Other unusual pigmentation
conditions that may appear in birds
include abundism, melanism,
schizochroism, xanthochroism and
erythrism.
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Some people use terms like partial/
complete/true vs. incomplete or imperfect
albinism and leucism. They also refer to
pied or piebald and pattern mutation. As
noted above, there is no clear agreement
among authors on this subject. I'm using
the three terms Albinism, Leucism and
Pied/Piebald for now, but I am NOT
confident that my categorization is
correct!
Genetics: Both parents must have
the recessive albino gene for their young
to be albinos. Inbreeding in small
populations increases the odds that both
parents will have the recessive gene and
produce albino young.
Some researchers working with birds
estimate that true albinism occurs in one
out of 1,764 birds. (Source: MDC Online)
Survival: There are so few of these
anomalies that it is hard to tell what the
survival rate of albino/leucistic's birds is.
Several factors could decrease their odds
of survival.
They may be more vulnerable to
predation because they lack
protective coloration that helps
them blend in.
Their feathers lack melanin, which
provides strength and structural
support, so they are more subject
to wear and tear.
Melanin helps protect skin and
eyes from overexposure to UV
sunlight, so albinos are more likely
to get melanomas and retinal
damage, and may be blind. I would
think it would be almost
impossible for a blind bird to
survive in the wild.
One source said albinos may have
weakened immune function and be
more susceptible to illness.
Con’t on page 6

Con’t from page 5
(Albinism in Purple Martins by Rick
Cruz)
Albinism can also make it more
difficult for birds that use color to
attract mates.
Purple Martins:
Steve Kroenke reported two
leucistic Purple Martin
fledglings being mobbed by
normal martins.
Nicole Janke of GA reported a
leucistic female that mated
with a normal bird.
Terry Suchma of Fairview PA
had a leucistic Purple Martin
male in 2007 nest with an SY
female. It returned the
following year.

Amy Baldwin of North Carolina sent
this picture to me via the NABS Hotline.
The Bluebird is white all over except for
the orange breast.
Evelyn

Thomas Finnie,
Sulphur,
had
Bluebirds in his
yard for the first
time in January.
He put up a
Peterson box in
excellent habitat
in his backyard.
I hope to get a
report that they
were takers!
Photo by Tom
Finnie:
Used
with permission.
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2009 NESTING SUMMARY
SPECIES

Eggs Laid

HATCHED

FLEDGED

2,817

2,061

1,406

Carolina Wren

83

59

56

Carolina Chickadee

258

215

118

Prothonotary
Warbler

29

25

21

Wood Duck

114

107

104

Screech Owl

4

4

4

House Sparrow

40

0

0

Eastern Bluebird

LBBS members reporting:
James Dean, Marion, Margaret Kemp, Many (Hodges Garden Bluebird Trail) Judy Betz,
Many, Gerald Geyter, Carencro, Garry Sutton, Lafayette, Travis Freeman, West
Monroe, Bobbie Boykin, Prairieville, Carolyn Martin, Many, Blenda McHenry, Baskin,
Carolyn Dove, Many, Madeline Rogers, Baton Rouge, Dr. Sam Scurria, Delhi, Tom
Allen, Oak Ridge, Cindy Brown, Lafayette, Ricky & Cathy Cooper, Oak Ridge, Evelyn
Cooper, Delhi, Kenny Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge, Sharon Bates, Winston Salem, NC,
Claudia Daigle, Santa Fe, NM
Nesting Summaries From Out of State LBBS Members (not included in LA totals)
Claudia Diagle, Santa Fe, NM
Western Bluebird: Eggs Laid 364, Hatched, 318, Fledged 276
Ash Throated Flycatcher: Eggs Laid, 28, Hatched, 23, Fledged, 20
House Finch: Eggs Laid, 10, Hatched, 10, Fledged, 9
Plain Titmouse: Eggs Laid: 6, Hatched, 6, Fledged, 6
Sharon Bates: Winston Salem, NC
Eastern Bluebird: Eggs Laid 8, Hatched 8, Fledged 8

Anna Holtzclaw of
West Monroe, LA
is
an
avid
bluebirder
and
supporter of LBBS.
This is the license
plate she sports on
the back of her car.
Anna is a nurse at
the P & S Surgery
Center in Monroe,
LA. She tells them
about us!
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LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232

{ } New Member

{ } Renewal

NAME:______________________________________________
ADDRESS:___________________________________________
CITY:_______________________________________________
STATE & ZIP:________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:_______________________________
{ } Individual---------------------------$ 7.50
{ } Family-------------------------------$ 15.00
{ } Lifetime-----------------------------$250.00
{ }Organization-----------------------$ 25.00
{ }Small Business--------------------$ 25.00
{ } Corporation-----------------------$100.00
{ } Donation---------------------------$________

Your cancelled check will be your receipt.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are
tax deductible as allowed by law.

An Affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society

