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SYLVIA KIDDER, MANY, LA
LBBS BLUEBIRDER OF THE YEAR 2019

Sylvia Kidder, Many, has been honored as the “Bluebirder of the Year.
2019”. Sylvia is a long-time member of LBBS and has served as a member of the
Board of Directors. She has long been involved with monitoring and
maintenance of the Dr. Shirl Brunell Bluebird Trail at Hodges Gardens Even
though Hodges Gardens is no longer open to the public, Sylvia still works with
Margaret and Hill Kemp, Many, to maintain and monitor the Hodges Gardens
trail. Sylvia and the Kemps wanted to have a more accessible trail in their
area. Sylvia took the lead on this, and together they have forged a new trail,
Cypress Bend Bluebird Trail at Cypress Bend Resort on the eastern shore of
Toledo Bend Reservoir in Sabine Parish. Sylvia stepped up with time, hard work,
and personal donations to make the new trail at Toledo Bend a success. LBBS is
so proud to honor her as “The Bluebirder of The Year”.
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For those of you who missed our
Annual Meeting, you missed a real treat!
We had a beautiful day at Black Bayou
NWR, with lots of fun and fellowship.
Much useful information was shared, and
by all accounts, LBBS members had a very
successful year fledging Bluebirds and
other native cavity nesters. It’s always fun
to celebrate our successes!
If you haven’t done maintenance on
your nest boxes, now is the time to get it
done. With cold weather settling in, cavity
nesters will be looking for warm places to
roost at night. For most of us across the
state, pairs will start “house-hunting” in
January and February for the ideal place to
start the first nesting cycle.
Have your nest boxes been cleaned out
from the final nesting? Remove and
dispose of old nesting materials away from
the nest box.
Is the nest box sound and in good
repair? Cracks in the walls and roofs
should be caulked or the roof replaced if it
not weatherproof. Is the door secure? Is
the nest box securely mounted to the pole?
Does the nestbox have a predator
guard? If not, seriously consider installing
one! In our experience, the Ron Kingston
Stovepipe Guard is the best all-around
predator guard for most areas of our state.
We’ve found it to be the most efficient at
keeping snakes, raccoons, squirrels and
most climbing predators from the boxes.
Remember cats can jump over six feet high
and completely by-pass the guard! The
stovepipe guard should be mounted as high
under the nestbox as possible while still
allowing for free movement of the guard.
Con’t on page 7
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SPECIAL THANKS!
Shirl Cook, Many and Becky and Tom
Garza, Ruston, for their most generous
donations to LBBS. These members
make yearly and it really makes a
difference for LBBS.
Thanks to all the other donations and
the renewal of memberships! Thanks for
your faithfulness! It is what keeps LBBS
on the move!!

LAMAR DIXON EXPO CENTER BLUEBIRD TRAIL
GONZALES, LA

on’t on page 4
Workers in the photo are all Ascension Parish Master Gardeners. Left to right:
Terry Tripp, Kathy Guidry, Barbara McCormick, Mary Beth Roussel, Craig
Roussel, Richard Babin, Lynda Williams, and Mary Jo Pohlig.
Photo by: Patrick Nerney (Lyndia Williams husband)
Lamar Dixon Expo Center Bluebird Trail
By: Lynda Williams
Almost twenty years my husband and I camped in southern Arkansas and were
amazed at the proliferation of bluebirds at the Daisy State Park near the foothills of
the Ouachita Mountains. Years later we moved to a more rural area of Ascension
Parish, Louisiana and had a spot for our own nest box. When looking online for
some bluebird information, I discovered and joined the Louisiana Bayou Bluebird
Society.
Con’t on page 4
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Con’t from page 3
Lamar Dixon Expo Center Bluebird
Trail
The March 2019 LBBS publication,
“Bayou Bluebird Nest News” had an article
about the newly installed Cypress Bend
Bluebird Trail, that included volunteers and
assistance from the Sabine Parish Master
Gardeners Association. Being a member of
the Ascension Parish Master Gardeners
Association, I immediately thought my
fellow MGs would want to do a bluebird
trail too. Our meetings are held at the LSU
Ag Center Office at the Lamar Dixon Expo
Center (LDEC), and it seemed the location
was perfect, with plenty of space for a trail.
After our March MG meeting, we took
a quick tally of interest and determined
there was enough to move forward. A
quick check with the LDEC administration
folks proved they were supportive of the
concept and they asked us to stake the box
locations for approval. Evelyn Cooper,
who serves on the LBBS Board, has been
very helpful and gave lots of good advice
and resources. She was successful in
obtaining a donation from LBBS that was
used help offset the cost of pole and baffle
materials. Master Gardener Terry Tripp
graciously offered and made all eight of
our boxes, and my husband Pat assembled
the poles/baffles. The locations were staked
and approved in October, and during the
first week of November we installed eight
boxes around the largest lake in the
southern area of Lamar Dixon. It’s a lovely
area with a paved path and we are hoping it
and our boxes provide excellent bluebird
nesting opportunities!
This past spring, we also visited a
recently installed trail at Denham Springs

South Park where we met with Brandon
Frazier. He talked us through his process of
installing a trail of five boxes and answered
lots of questions. Brandon reported every
box had success and had over 50 bluebirds
fledged! Brandon posts photos and reports
on Facebook at “Bluebird Trail at South
Park”. It’s a great idea and we hope to do
something similar.
Our plans also include using the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology online program
“Nestwatch” for data collection and
sharing. Check it out at “nestwatch.org”.
It’s looks to be a great resource and I will
use it for my home box this spring too.
Should our trail be successful we would
like to add signage and educational
elements for the community to learn more
about bird conservation. Many thanks to
Ascension Parish Master Gardeners, Lamar
Dixon Expo Center, and the Louisiana
Bayou Bluebird Society. We are looking
forward to monitoring and reporting this
upcoming Bluebird nesting season!
Lynda Williams
Gonzales, LA

Photo by: Lynda Williams
Bluebirds on Brandon Frazier’s trail
in Denham Springs, LA this year.
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LBBS ANNUAL MEETING 2019 PHOTOS

LBBS President, Sheryl Bassi,
Oak Ridge, presented to Sylvia
Kidder, Many, the LBBS
“Bluebirder of The Year
Award” 2019 at the Annual
Meeting held at Black Bayou
Wildlife Refuge Welcome
Center, Monroe, Louisiana on
September 21, 2019. Sylvia’s
passion, dedication, hard work
and devotion to the bluebirds
and native cavity-nesting birds
won her this most well
deserved award. Sylvia also has
a big heart with helping
financially too! Kudos to
Sylvia!

Tom Allen, Oak
Ridge, giving his
wonderful presentation
about his battle with
House Sparrows on his
bluebird trail. His
diligence and untiring
efforts got him to the
point he can manage the
problem. Tom also told
us he had to downsize a
little because he is the
father of teenage
children that have
activities all over the
place.
Tom’s wonderful
sense of humor made it
easier to discuss how he
fights his battles with the
House Sparrow.
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We really enjoyed Kevin
Corwin’s (1st V/P of the
North American Bluebird
Society) program on NABS
& Affiliates relationship.
Kevin is the Chairman of
the Affiliates committee of
NABS and he was assigned
to take care of Louisiana.
Kevin is a delightful
speaker and gave us lots of
interesting information and
suggestions to help LBBS
in many ways. You can
join NABS for as little as
$20.00 and the quarterly
magazine you receive is so
much more in value that
that cost!!

LBBS members and some visitors chatting before the meeting begins and waiting
for others to arrive. What a great meeting it was!!!
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Con’t from page 2

SUPPLEMENTAL FEEDING
FOR THE BIRDS

From The Perch
The instructions give the distance as to
place the guard 6 inches below the
nestbox, but in snake country, it needs to
be higher up under the nestbox (just
enough to allow the box to swing) and that
places the guard higher from the ground.
The swinging movement of the guard
deters most predators. The instructions
for making the Kingston Stovepipe guard
c a n
b e
f o u n d
a t
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org.
Check your predator guard to make s
ure that it hasn’t slipped from its original
position.
Check to insure that the
hardware cloth in the top of the guard has
not been bent or pushed out of place, thus
allow a snake to climb the pole and defeat
the guard. High winds and heightened
activity can cause the guard or the
hardware cloth to slip or bend.
Finally, clear any tall grass or weeds
that may have grown up around the
bottom of the mounting pole. (Snakes can
use these clumps of grasses or weeds to
attach itself to the seam in the stovepipe
and climb right up!) An application of
vinegar combined with some dishwashing
liquid (to act as a surfactant and make it
cling to the grass or weeds), will help to
keep overgrowth tamed during the nesting
cycle. With a little time and good
maintenance, you’ll be prepared for the
nesting season before the wet, cold , and
nasty winter weather sets in.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year!
Sheryl
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Supplemental feeding is exactly that,
feeding when birds need it most and for
any other reasons such as photo taking
and observation, supplemental is the key
word. I like to feed a banquet mix I
make because it is nutritionally better
and easier to me than the hassle of meal
worms. Meal worms are not complete in
nutrients and they need to be added to
the worms, especially if supplied heavily
and year round. Bluebirds will eat them
and leave other foods alone if they are
offered.
Evelyn’s Bayou Banquet Mix :
Mix together half and half (i.e. 2 cups
each) of chunky peanut butter and lard
(not shortening). Add alternately, yellow
corn meal (my preference) and dry quick
cooking oats until the mixture is not
sticky and glistening. It will be dry and
little balls will form in the mix. The
birds love it this way. I put it on the
feeder and many different species come
to dine. I especially love the male Redbellied Woodpecker that comes. A little
sugar can be added during the winter
months for extra energy. I do not put
fruits in the mix as there are several
species that do not eat the raisins or
other fruits. I put a little on the feeder
during the summer months, no more
than will be eaten within an hour
because of the heat. They do come get a
tidbit, but they mostly abandon the
feeder for the grasshoppers, crickets and
other critters they love so much. That is
what we want them to do.

LOUISIANA BAYOU BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
1222 Cook Road
Delhi, LA 71232
An organization devoted to conservation of all native cavity-nesting birds
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(This form may be copied and distributed
($20.00 for family membership, plus $15.00 shipping gives one year membership
with free nestbox,
total $35.00)
NAME_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP CODE______________________________________________
E-MAIL & TELEPHONE:________________________________________________
{ } New Membership

{ } Renewal

_________Individual

$ 10.00

_________Family

$ 20.00

_________Lifetime

$250.00

_________Organization

$ 25.00

_________Small Business

$ 25.00

_________Corporation

$100.00

_________Donation

$_______

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. To save money, receipts are not issued
unless specified. Please ask if your company or your spouse’s company has a
matching gifts program to augment your contribution. Inquiries for information
concerning matching gifts may usually be made at the company’s benefit office.
LBBS is recognized as a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization and contributions are tax
deductible as allowed by law.

