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This little Juvenile Eastern Bluebird is special to me because it came to my feeder on
September 20, 2020. He is one of two different broods that showed up. I had cleaned
out all my nestboxes on my trail and in my yard on August 10th and they were through
for the year. There would not have been enough time for them to nest again on my trail
and be this size. I am certain that I had two different broods, one of two and one of three
that nested in natural cavities in the trees near my yard and came to partake of the food
at the feeder! There’s a lot of natural cavities all around our property and I have many
different kinds of cavity-nesting birds that come to my feeder .
Photo by: Evelyn Cooper
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From The Perch
By:
Sheryl Cooper Bassi
President
Photo By: David
Kinneer, VA

Hello, All!
I hope this finds all of you well and that
you enjoyed your Thanksgiving Holiday.
We had a great, albeit small, annual
meeting via ZOOM. Many thanks to Hill
Kemp for taking the lead to help us get
through the learning process, and for acting
as our Keynote Speaker. Hill highlighted
all the different trails and backyard boxes
established by LBBS members.
One thing that came out of our
discussions is that LBBS is in danger of
losing its Federal Permit for collecting
eggs, nests, etc., to use in displays and as
learning tools. In order to maintain the
permit, we must make 10 presentations per
year. In this covid-crazy environment, this
is certainly a challenge. We can be
creative, however, and find a wait to get it
done.
One thing we will be doing is featuring
stories on our website with a slide
presentation. I’ll be kicking it off with a
story featuring Ms. Evelyn’s trail. We’d
love to have any and all of you to share
your pictures and story about your
experiences. I’ll be happy to help with setup for a slide show, and you, too can be a
star on our website. You can send pictures
and your story to my email below.
Another creative way to meet the
presentation qualification is through
informative displays. Does your local
library or school have an enclosed display
case that you might use to put together a
display about out native cavity nesters?
Most are happy to accommodate, and are
glad to have something fresh to offer. If
you are able to do this, please let us know
with a short summary of your display and
its location. (again) e-mail to me.
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IN MEMORIAM
Our hearts were so saddened to learn of
the passing of Mrs. Janie Maxwell, Delhi,
LA on November, 2020. She joined LBBS
not long after we organized in 2002. She
had 4 nestboxes in her very large yard in
Delhi and monitored faithfully. Janie would
call Evelyn all excited about each cycle and
what went on in the nextbox. We will miss
her friendship, faithfulness and enthusiasm
greatly.

IN MEMORIAM

We learned of former Governor Foster’s passing in October 2020. He was such a
joy and delight to LBBS. He contacted LBBS President, Sheryl Bassi sometime
earlier before the September 2020 Annual meeting and sent us best wishes.
Several years ago, Gov. Foster contacted Evelyn about LBBS and told of her of
his interest in bluebirds and the society. He told her that he had never seen a bluebird
and he was 80 years old. Evelyn and Clayton made a trip to Franklin, La to take some
nestboxes to him. His property on Bayou Tech is so beautiful and it was ideal for a
bluebird trail. He installed eight boxes and the first year, he had a Prothonotary
Warbler to nest, which excited me! The next year, he called me all excited that he
bluebird eggs and he would send me pictures and that he did! He was one happy
bluebird camper! I was elated and shared in the joy of his first experience of having
bluebird eggs. He monitored frequently and I got to expect that phone call for the
report of what he found.
Photo by: Gov. Mike Foster
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Con’t from page 3
More of Gov. Mike Foster’s Bluebird Pictures
This is a picture of the first little blue
jewels that Gov. Mike Foster sent to
me. Up at the top left, you can see the
camera he had installed to watch the
show. It was an exciting time for him
and all of us cheering him on from
LBBS!

Evelyn presented to Gov. Foster one of her painted nestboxes when
she and Clayton made the trip to take him nestboxes for his trail.
Photo: By Evelyn Cooper
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A SLICK SOLUTION TO HOUSE SPARROWS IN NESTBOXES
By: Facundo Fernandez-Duque

For most people in the bluebird
community, it’s a real pleasure to watch
our local birds nest and raise their young
right before our eyes. However, this
becomes
impossible
when
House
Sparrows (HOSP)s keep occupying the
nestboxes. Aside from depriving us of the
beauty of bluebirds and swallows, HOSPs
frequently outcompete and physically hurt
native birds. On a nationwide scale this
can be a big impact and cause the birds we
love to decline in numbers. So, what do
we do to deter the HOSPs and help our
local birds?
In the past people have tried many
things to stop HOSPs, including nestbox
alterations, nest destruction, egg removal,
egg swapping, and even euthanizing the
adults. Unfortunately, each technique has
its drawbacks.
Nest alterations have
proven ineffective as HOSPs tend to be
very flexible in their selection of
nestboxes. More direct control methods,
such as nest and clutch destruction, may
seem like a good idea but can actually
backfire and hurt the native birds. HOSPs
that have their nest or eggs destroyed
frequently may abandon the nestbox and
take over a different (occupied) one. Since
they are dominant over most of the native
cavity nesters, this usually means they will
destroy amd remove anything in the box
(including incubating female birds.
Swapping the real eggs of a HOSP with
fake wooden eggs has recently become
popular.
Although this method is
promising, it is limited by the time and
effort required to fool the HOSP. Egg
swapping requires you to obtain realistic
fake eggs (which can be fairly expensive
depending on how many your need) , swap

them for real eggs, and regularly check to
ensure the adults haven’t laid new eggs.
Occasionally, the adults will discard the
wooden eggs, which means that you have
to replace them. Finally, some nestbox
owners do trap and destroy the adult
HOSP. Although this certainly has the
most direct impact, recent surveys suggest
that a majority of nest box monitors are
not euthanizing birds (Larson et al. 2016,
Bailey et al. 2020
Although egg swapping seems like a
practical strategy to me, I am a college
student and can’t afford to undertake this
method.
However, as a young
ornithologist and nature enthusiast, I felt a
need to limit the damage done by invasive
species. Therefore, I sought to find a
more cost-effective and easier option that
would still allow me to help my local
feathered friends.
Working with
professionals from the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s NestWatch project, we
designed a study to test the effectiveness
of a method usually applied to larger
birds: egg oiling. This technique is
usually commonly used on larger birds
(i.e., geese, gulls, ibises) that are
overpopulated or considered a pest. Egg
oiling involves the application of a natural
oil (usually a vegetable, canola, or
mineral oil) to a clutch of eggs early in
the incubation process. The oil halts the
Con’t on page 6
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Con’t from page 5
egg development without alerting the
adults to this change. As a result, the
adults continue to incubate the clutch and
waste their opportunity to breed without
raising any young. Several years of this
technique may decrease the population
because there are no new chicks to re place
the adults. However, to the best of our
knowledge, there have been no studies to
determine if this can be applied to small
cavity-nesting birds. Given that sprayable
vegetable oil is readily available and very
cheap, we designed a study to see if this
could be cost-effective, easy and publicfriendly HOSP) management method.
In the summer of 2018, we monitored
roughly 89 nestboxes in Ithaca and
Lansing, New York, for signs of HOSP
activity. When a HOSP started a clutch in
one of the nestboxes, it was assigned as
either control (not oiled) or treatment
(oiled with sprayable vegetable oil form
the local grocery store). We wanted to see
how vegetable oil could affect the number
of HOSP eggs that hatched, the number of
chicks fledged, the incubation time, and
the number of re-nesting attempts by the
adults. We oiled 44 clutches of HOSP
eggs by carefully removing the eggs from
the nest, placing them together on the
ground at the foot of the nesbox, spraying
the clutch for 2 seconds and returning the
eggs to the nest. Of those 44 nests, none
fledged from those nests. The time spent
incubating, measured by monitoring
activity and testing the warmth of the
eggs, was almost twice as long for eggs
that were oiled than for eggs that weren't
oiled (about 19 days rather than about 10
days). In an extreme case, one female
HOSP incubated the oiled eggs for 44
days! This study showed the oiling eggs
was successful at preventing eggs from
hatching, preventing any chicks from
fledging, and doubling the time spent in
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hatching, preventing any chicks from
fledging, and doubling the time spent in
incubating (Fernandez-Duque et al. 2019).
However, this was only one season of
study with one population, so more work
still needs to be done to conclusively state
that this method works everywhere (that’s
where readers can help by sharing their
experiences!) These preliminary results
point to sprayable vegetable oil as a
promising HOSP management tool.
Concerns and FAQs
Egg oiling could harm native birds, so we
recommend that it only be used by
knowledgeable people. To help you
deploy this method safely and efficiently,
here are some FAQs to guide you:
1. I think I have HOSPs in my nestbox,
but they’re never in the box. How can
I confirm it’s them? It’s absolutely
crucial to know which species is
nesting in your box before oiling.
Luckily, cavity-nesting birds have
very distinct nests which allows us to
identify the birds even when the adults
aren’t around. There are many helpful
online resources to identify birds’
nests, and NestWatch has created a
handy pocket guide for less than
$10.00.
(https://
www.acornnaturalists.com/nests-eggs
– all-about-birds-pocket-guider.html)
You’ll especially want to focus on
learning the eggs and nests of native
birds with similar-looking eggs (e.g.,
wrens, chickadees, nuthatches, and
titmice).
2. I oiled the eggs, but three weeks later
they laid more eggs in with the old
ones. How can I tell them apart? The
honest answer is, I don’t know. But
luckily, we don’t need to know! Once
the second clutch is complete, you can
take all the eggs out and oil them all;
this will prevent any of them from,
“slipping through” and hatching.
3. I have been oiling for half the
summer, and the HOSP are still there.
Con’t on page 7

Con’t from page 6
What should I do?
Egg oiling doesn’t immediately get rid
of HOSPs in your box; the idea is to reduce
their presence in the long run. This study
only tested the effectiveness of oil on the
eggs, which was successful, but we did not
test whether it would cause a decline in
HOSP populations in the long term. There
are several factors that could render egg
oiling ineffective
at reducing HOSP
populations. One example is that HOSPs
could be coming in from a different
population that is not being managed.
Another potential problem is that HOSPs
could be nesting in other places that aren’t
being managed (e.g., buildings, natural
cavities, traffic lights) allowing the
population to remain stable. In either case,
we hope that after a couple of seasons of
nest failure, they will at least learn that our
nestboxes are not good places to reproduce
and leave them for the native birds.
4. Does the oil damage the feathers of the
birds:
Although the HOSPs might get a bit of
nontoxic oil on their belly feathers, our
primary concern is to protect the native
birds. As for the oil getting on feathers of
the native birds, there aren’t any research
studies that have looked at this yet.
However, from this study and my
experiences, I think that the oil we are
applying is unlikely to have a negative
effect on the feathers of any native birds
that might happen to enter a sparrowoccupied nestbox. For starters, we apply a
miniscule amount (roughly 0.8 ml) that just
coats the outside of the egg, not enough to
drip off. This is done on the ground rather
than in the nest material. On the off
chance that a native species were to enter a
treated nestbox, it would be unlikely to
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come into contact with the eggs and
much less likely to sit on them.
I invite you to share your experiences
with egg-oiling , and any questions you
may have with NestWatch staff by
emailing nestwatch@cornell.edu.
Article used with permission from the
“Bluebird” Journal of the NABS Society.
Spring 2020 Vol. 42 No 2

It is not too soon to be making plans
and notes for our upcoming nesting
season. I will be putting pictures of
some of the problems we could
encounter and the solutions for the
problems. Female bluebirds seem to
love to weave strings in their nests.
This is a hay string and the box is
located in a hay field. The string is
harmful to the babies and can cause
them to die if they get entangled in it.
The solution is to monitor the box
frequently and more so if the box is
located in a place where it is more
likely to happen. Monitoring is one of
the most important tools we have.
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